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‘Day  of  Reckoning’ 


AIDS  Activists  Demand  Legislative  Action 


By  Sib  Connor 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Approx¬ 
imately  400  people  gathered  Oc¬ 
tober  26  and  27  here  at  a  “Day  of 
Reckoning”  candlelight  vigil  and 
rally  sponsored  by  Mobilization 
Against  AIDS  (MAA).  According 
to  Paul  Boneberg,  co-chairman  of 
MAA,  the  weekend  event  focused 
on  two  primary  objectives:  to  ob¬ 
tain  increased  government  funding 
in  the  fight  against  AIDS,  and  to 
secure  national  legislation  pro¬ 
hibiting  discrimination  against 
people  with  AIDS. 

The  MAA  is  also  demanding  a 
change  in  the  terms  used  to  gauge 
government  spending.  “The  cou¬ 
ple  of  hundred  million  dollars 
[now  being  spent  by  the  govern¬ 
ment  on  AIDS]  sounds  like  a  lot, 
but  it  isn’t,”  Boneberg  stated.  The 
MAA  has  called  for  one'hour  of 
government  spending  to  be  put 
towards  AIDS,  the  equivalent  of 
$500  million. 

Among  the  speakers  present  at 
what  Boneberg  called  “an  uplif¬ 
ting  event  of  political  solidarity” 
were  Pat  Norman  of  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  Department  of  Health;  Lib¬ 
by  Denebein,  a  member  of  the  San 
Francisco  School  Board;  Rev. 
Cecil  Williams;  John  Newmeyer 
from  the  Newyer  Haight-Ashbury 
Free  Clinic;  Dr.  Bill  Paul  of  San 
Francisco  State  University;  and 
Harland  Desire,  founder  and 


president  of  SOS-RACISM,  a 
400,000-member  international 
group,  based  in  France,  commit¬ 
ted  to  ending  all  forms  of 
discrimination. 

Each  of  the  speakers  concen¬ 
trated  on  one  or  more  of  the  nine 
points  the  MAA  has  outlined- 


3.  Provide  $55  million  for 
community-based  programs 
for  food,  housing,  home  health 
care,  social  work,  counseling, 
and  hospice  services  for  people 
with  AIDS  and  AIDS-Related 
Complex  (ARC). 

4.  Provide  treatment  programs 


tiality  of  participants  in 
research  programs  and  AIDS 
treatment. 

6.  Provide  an  independent,  na¬ 
tional  AIDS  research  coor¬ 
dinating  council,  including 
people  with  AIDS  and  ARC,  to 
ensure  that  AIDS  research  ef¬ 
forts  are  well-planned,  and  to 
avoid  unnecessary  duplication, 
with  results  made  available  to 
researchers  and  interested 


members  of  the  public. 

7.  Call  upon  the  Centers  for 
Disease  Control  (CDC)  to  re¬ 
examine  and  expand  the  cur¬ 
rent  definition  of  AIDS. 

8.  Outlaw  discrimination 
against  people  with  AIDS  and 
ARC  in  employment,  housing, 
insurance,  medical  care,  and 
funeral  services. 

9.  Investigate  the  Food  and 

Continued  on  page  6 


Demonstrators  for  response  to  AIDS,  S.F.,  Oct. 28 


The  demands  urge  Congress  to: 

1.  Provide  $60  million  for 
community-based  national 
AIDS  education/prevention 
programs. 

2.  Provide  $500  million  for 
AIDS  research  programs. 


with  proven  effectiveness  that 
employ  both  traditional  and 
alternative  approaches  in  areas 
of  high  incidence  of  AIDS- 

5.  Pass  federal  laws  guarantee¬ 
ing  anonymity  in  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  testing  and  confiden- 


Commemorating  the  death  of  Rosie  Jimenez 

Abortion  Strategy  Calls 
for  Uniting  Issues 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 
BOSTON  —  The  anniversary  of 
the  death  of  Rosie  Jimenez  was 
commemorated  here  on  October  5 
with  a  passionate  abortion  rights 
demonstration.  Although  activism 
in  this  city  has  centered  of  late  on 
the  state’s  anti-lesbian/gay  foster 

News  Analysis 

care  policy,  AIDS,  and  por¬ 
nography,  some  lesbians,  gay 
men,  and  feminists  continue  to 
push  for  a  focus  on  the  nightmare 
attack  on  reproductive  rights  —  an 
attack  not  so  unconnected  to  other 
struggles  as  organizing  efforts 
might  suggest. 

The  multi-issue  rally,  marking 
the  1978  death  of  Jimenez  from  a 
back-alley  abortion  after  the  cut¬ 
off  of  federal  Medicaid  for  abor¬ 
tion,  provided  a  first  step  toward 
addressing  some  of  the  connec¬ 
tions,  and  toward  building  a 
coherent  movement 


around 


these  issues. 

Organized  by  the  Reproductive 
Rights  Network  of  Boston 
(R2N2),  an  anti-racist,  feminist 
organization,  and  co-sponsored  by 
the  local  National  Organization 
for  Women  (NOW),  the  rally 
escaped  predictability  and  rhetoric 
by  making  room  for  impromptu 
speakers  from  the  some  300  people 
marching  in  Government  Center. 
The  predominantly  white  crowd 
included  a  preponderance  of  les¬ 
bians;  some  gay  men,  notably 
members  of  the  gay  men’s  affinity 
group,  United  Fruit  Co.;  members 
of  Amigas  Latinas  en  Action  Pro 
Salud,  a  Latina  women’s  group 
currently  working  on  a  Spanish- 
language  and  Latina-oriented  ver¬ 
sion  of  Our  Bodies/Ourselves-,  the 
Harvard/Radcliffe  Students  for 
Choice;  and  a  number  of  in¬ 
dividual  Latinas,  Black  women, 
and  Asian  women. 

The  anniversary  of  Jimenez’s 


death  is  particularly  pointed  in 
Massachusetts,  as  this  is  one  of  the 
few  states  that  still  funds  Medicaid 
Continued  on  page  3 


Arson  suspected 


Kills  Two 


BOSTON  —  As  GCN  goes 
to  press,  the  Arson  Squad  is 
continuing  its  investigation  into 
an  October  29  fire  that  killed  a 
woman  and  child  at  Casa  Myr- 
na  Vazquez,  a  shelter  in  the 
South  End  for  battered  women 
and  their  children.  Another 
woman  and  child  were  injured 
in  the  blaze  and  are  currently 
hospitalized.  Six  women  and 
several  children  were  living  at 
the  shelter  at  the  time  of  the 
fire.  Damages  were  estimated 
at  $50,000. 

Casa  Myrna  Vazquez  has 
issued  the  following  statement: 
“The  Board,  staff  and  sup¬ 
porters  of  Casa  Myrna  Vazquez 
want  to  express  our  deepest  sor¬ 
row  and  sympathy  to  the  family 
of  the  woman  and  child  who 
died  as  a  result  of  the  tragic  fire 
at  Casa  Myrna  Vazquez  on  Oc¬ 
tober  29. 

“We  are  thankful  that  the 
other  guests  are  all  safe  and 
well  and  that  the  one  woman 
and  her  child  who  were 
hospitalized  are  recovering. 


“Women  come  to  Casa  Myr¬ 
na  Vazquez  and  to  our  other 
shelter,  the  Mary  L.  Foreman 
House,  to  escape  being  bat¬ 
tered.  We  provide  shelter  and 
emotional  as  well  as  material 
support  while  we  attempt  to 
secure  them  housing,  clothing, 
food  and  counseling  for 
themselves  and  their  children. 

“Casa  Myrna  Vazquez  will 
continue  providing  services. 
We  have  a  network  of  safe 
homes  that  the  women  have 
been  relocated  to.  It’s  impor¬ 
tant  for  any  woman  who  needs 
shelter  because  of  battering  to 
realize  that  we  are  still 
operating  and  will  continue  to 
do  so.  If  women  need  services, 
they  should  call  825-1666. 

“Of  course,  we  are  in  need  of 
financial  assistance.  If  you  are 
able  to  help,  send  checks  or 
money  orders,  not  cash,  to 
Casa  Myrna  Vazquez,  P.O. 
Box  6174,  Boston,  MA 
02212-6174. 

—  Regina  Gillis 


Benefits  Awarded  to  Man 
Caring  for  Dying  Lover 
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Sara  Garcia  speaks  at  abortion  demo,  Oct.5. 


By  Regina  Gillis 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  The  state 
of  California  recently  awarded 
unemployment  benefits  to  a 
34-year-old  gay  man  when  he  quit 
his  job  to  care  for  his  dying  lover. 

The  case  is  significant  as  it 
broadens  the  category  of  “good 
cause(s)”  for  leaving  employment. 
Under  the  California  Unemploy¬ 
ment  Insurance  statute,  one  such 
“good  cause”  recognized  by  the 
state  is  provision  of  care  to  a 
seriously  ill  or  dying  spouse,  child, 
or  blood  relative  residing  in  the 
same  household.  In  the  September 
13  ruling  by  Administrative  Law 
Judge  Robert  P.  Mason,  the  rela¬ 
tionship  between  the  gay  man  and 
his  lover  with  AIDS  was  deemed  as 
significant  as  that  between  blood 
relations  or  a  married  couple. 

Mason  stated  that  unemploy¬ 
ment  benefits  were  appropriate 
because  “even  though  a  blood  or 
marital  relationship  did  not  exist', 
it  is  recognized  that  non-blood, 
non-legal  relationships  may  be 
established  which  are  as  mean¬ 
ingful,  if  not  more  meaningful, 
than  the  relationships  created  by 
blood  or  the  bonds  of  marriage.” 

Although  heartened  by  the  deci¬ 
sion,  Roberta  Achtenberg,  direc¬ 


tor  of  the  Lesbian  Rights  Project 
and  attorney  for  the  man  who  won 
the  benefits,  told  GCN  she  could 
not  call  the  decision  a  true  prece¬ 
dent.  “Technically,  it  is  not  a 
precedent,”  said  Actenberg,  “but 
it  carries  significant  persuasive 
value  on  other  similar  cases.”  She 
added  that  the  Unemployment  In¬ 
surance  Appeals  Board,  which  de¬ 
clined  to  appeal  the  case,  does  not 
recognize  the  decision  as  binding. 

Achtenberg’s  client,  who  wishes 
to  remain  anonymous,  had  been  a 
computer  instructor  for  a  San 
Francisco-based  educational  firm 
for  two  years  when  his  39-year-old 
lover  was  diagnosed  with  AIDS  in 
January,  1984.  They  had  been  liv¬ 
ing  together  for  over  four  years. 

In  April,  1985,  the  man  was 
given  a  two-month  leave  from 
work  by  his  employer  in  order  to 
allow  him  to  care  for  his  lover  at 
home.  According  to  Achtenberg, 
it  was  understood  among  the 
physicians  and  the  employer  that 
his  lover  would  most  likely  die 
within  the  two  months’  time. 

When  his  lover  did  not  die 
within  that  time,  the  man  applied 
to  his  employer  for  an  extension  of 
the  leave,  but  was  denied.  It  was  at 


this  time  that  he  handed  in  his 
resignation  and  applied  for 
unemployment  benefits. 

The  man’s  lover  died  June  7, 
1985,  and  the  man  was  denied 
benefits  by  the  Employment 
Development  Department  (EDD) 
of  the  state  July  15.  In  late  July,  he 
appealed  the  EDD  decision  and 
turned  for  legal  representation  to 
the  Lesbian  Rights  Project,  a  non¬ 
profit,  public  interest  law  firm 
dealing  primarily  with 
Iesbian/gay-family  related  issues. 

At  the  appeal  hearing  in  July, 
Achtenberg  asked  that  the  inter¬ 
pretation  of  what  constitutes 
“good  cause”  be  extended  to  in¬ 
clude  non-marital  partners  with 
whom  the  unemployed  have  a 
compelling,  familial  relationship 
in  the  definition  of  household 
members. 

Achtenberg  presented  Ad¬ 
ministrative  Law  Judge  Mason 
with  four  witnesses  at  the  hearing: 
a  hospice  worker  and  a  nurse,  both 
of  whom  testified  to  the  commit¬ 
ment  between  the  two  men  which 
they  witnessed  while  helping  to 
care  for  the  man  with  AIDS;  the 
men’s  lesbian  minister,  who 
Continued  on  page  16 
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News  Notes - 

you’ll  feel  so  left  out... 

if  you  miss  the  First  Night  of  Solidarity,  a 
celebration  of  coalition-building  in  Boston,  November 
9.  Organized  by  Amigas  Latinas  en  Accion  pro  Salud, 
Casa  El  Salvador  Farabundo  Marti,  City  Life, 
Reproductive  Rights  National  Network,  Gay  Com¬ 
munity  News,  National  Lawyers  Guild,  and  Black  and 
White  Men  Together,  the  evening  program  features  a 
Salvadoran  dinner,  live  entertainment,  and  speak- 
outs  on  a  variety  of  topics. 

Endorsing  groups  to  date  are:  Transafrica,  El 
Comite  Latino  de  Lesbianas  y  Homosexuales  de 
Boston,  Black  Men’s  Association,  Asian  Sisters  in  Ac¬ 
tion  (ASIA),  Mujeres  Unidas  en  Accion,  Women  of  Col¬ 
or  United,  Centro  Presente,  and  the  Mass.  Coalition 
of  Battered  Women’s  Service  Groups. 

Come  celebrate  solidarity  against  apartheid  in 
South  Africa,  U.S.  aggression  in  Central  America,  at¬ 
tacks  on  lesbians  and  gay  men  and  reproductive 
rights,  sexism  and  racism. 

The  event  will  take  place  at  Mass.  College  of  Art 
Cafeteria,  Tower  Bldg.,  625  Huntington  Ave.,  Boston, 
at  6:30  p.m.  with  dinner  at  7  p.m.  Admission,  which  in¬ 
cludes  dinner,  is  five  dollars,  more  if  you  can/less  if 
you  can’t.  The  cafeteria  is  wheelchair  accessible  and 
childcare  is  available  by  reservation.  Tickets  are 
available  from  organizing  groups  and  at  the  door. 

For  more  information,  call  Gay  Community  News 
(Brian  or  Stephanie  at  426-4469),  Casa  El  Salvador 
(661-0202),  or  National  Lawyers  Guild  (227-7335). 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


cuba  takes  measures  against  aids 

HAVANA  —  Cuban  health  authorities  have  an¬ 
nounced  that  up  to  now  no  one  in  that  country  has 
been  affected  by  AIDS,  but  that  they  were  adopting 
preventive  measures  on  the  island,  according  to  the 
news  agency  Prensa  Latina. 

According  to  the  dispatch  received  in  Mexico,  Dr. 
Jose  M.  Ballester,  Director  of  the  Institute  of 
Hematology  and  Immunology  of  the  Ministry  of 
Public  Health,  announced  that  “an  ample  system  of 
vigilance  has  been  set  up,  given  the  existence  of  the 
disease  in  neighboring  countries. 

“Although  there  is  absolutely  no  one  in  Cuba 
who  has  been  affected  by  AIDS,  health  authorities 
have  adopted  preventive  measures. 

“Cuba  has  acquired  the  necessary  means  to 
diagnose  this  disease,”  the  specialist  explained. 
Moreover,  “It  will  take  other  measures  to  detect  the 
disease  if  it  enters  the  country.” 

—  translated  by  John  Kyper  from  La  Semana,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Mass.  Spanish-language  weekly 


Connecticut,  new  hampshire  to  vote  on 
roe  v.  wade 

CONCORD,  NH  —  This  election  day,  voters  in 
Bristol,  Connecticut  and  Dover  and  Derry,  New  Hamp¬ 
shire  will  consider  a  non-binding  referendum  to  over¬ 
turn  the  Supreme  Court’s  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  decision 
which  legalized  abortion.  New  Hampshire’s  National 
Abortion  Rights  Action  League  (NARAL)  is  sponsor¬ 
ing  a  local  phone  campaign  to  educate  voters  and 
urge  opposition. 

The  question  under  consideration,  “Should  the 
Supreme  Court  decision  reagrding  abortion  be  over¬ 
turned?”,  appears  to  have  many  people  confused.  A 
Bristol  poll,  for  example,  showed  that  25  percent  of 
voters  believed  that  the  Supreme  Court  decision  pro¬ 
hibited  abortion.  In  Dover,  the  city  council  is  printing 
a  seven-point  explanation  of  Roe  v.  Wade  to  be 
distributed  to  voters. 

If  the  referendum  passes  in  Connecticut  and 
New  Hampshire,  abortion  opponents  are  expected  to 
run  similar  campaigns  in  500  cities  in  1986.  Peg  Dob- 
bie,  Executive  Director  of  New  Hampshire  NARAL, 
criticized  the  media’s  role  in  adding  leverage  to  the 
movement  against  reproductive  rights.  “The  biggest 
problem,”  she  said,  “is  how  the  media  lends  credibili¬ 
ty  to  unfounded  claims  that  the  pro-choice  climate  is 
changing.” 

—  Sharon  Vardatira 


blaming  the  victim,  san  antonio  style... 

SAN  ANTONIO  —  San  Antonio’s  Metropolitan 
Health  District  has  announced  it  will  criminally 
charge  people  with  AIDS  who  remain  sexually  active 
in  an  attempt  to  “control  the  disease.” 

The  city’s  health  department  sent  letters  to 
seventeen  people  with  AIDS,  notifying  them  of  the 
possibility  of  facing  third-degree  felony  charges  if 
they  engage  in  sexual  relations.  The  letters  also 
warned  their  recipients  against  needle  sharing  and 
donating  blood,  and  urged  them  to  notify  their  doc¬ 
tors  and  dentists  of  their  diagnosis,  according  to  the 
New  York  Times. 

Beverly  Smith,  president  of  the  San  Antonio  AIDS 
Foundation,  criticized  the  move,  saying  that  people 
with  AIDS  are  not  “thinking  about  having  sex  — 
they’re  thinking  about  how  much  time  they  have  left.” 

In  San  Antonio  forty  persons  have  been  diag¬ 
nosed  with  AIDS,  with  23  deaths  from  the  disease 
since  1981. 

—  Regina  Gillis 


national  incest  survivors  network 

CHICAGO  —  Voices  in  Action,  Inc.  was  founded 
in  1980  by  a  group  of  women  who  are  incest  survivors. 
Based  in  this  city,  Voices  is  a  national  network  which 
offers  a  referral  service  for  incest  .survivors,  in  par¬ 
ticular,  providing  information  about  local  self-help 
groups;  a  newsletter;  annual  conferences;  and  pro¬ 
grams  for  lovers,  friends,  and  family  of  incest  sur¬ 
vivors.  It  also  seeks  to  increase  community 
awareness  of  the  prevalence  of  incest  and  its  impact. 

Voices  is  staffed  by  volunteers  across  the  coun¬ 
try  and  welcomes  help  from  both  incest  survivors  and 
pro-survivors. 

For  more  information,  contact  Voices  in  Action, 
Inc.,  P.O.  Box  148309,  Chicago,  IL  60614,  or  call  (312) 
327-1500. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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seditious  delicious 

NEW  YORK  —  Seditious  Delicious,  an  anti¬ 
authoritarian  poetry  magazine  is  seeking  poetry 
against  apartheid  for  a  special  section  in  its  upcom¬ 
ing  issue.  The  final  date  for  submissions  is  November 
30,  1985. 

The  magazine  publishes  anti-authoritarian 
poetry  in  any  style,  traditional  to  punk/reggae  lyrics, 
including  prose  poems  and  experimental  poems.  The 
editors  write,  “We’ll  print  those  that  most  poetically 
and  scrumptiously  subvert  statism,  patriarchy, 
racism,  militarism,  classism,  lesbian  and  gay  oppres¬ 
sion,  ageism,  or  any  of  the  other  nasty  power  trips  we 
have  to  put  up  with.” 

Please  send  no  more  than  five  poems  at  a  time, 
and  include  SASE  if  work  should  be  returned.  All 
those  who  submit  poems  will  receive  Seditious 
Delicious,  whether  submissions  appear  in  the 
magazine  or  not. 

Write  Seditious  Delicious  at  P.O.  Box  6981,  NY, 
NY  10150. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


STOP  APARTHEID! 


city  commemorates  gay  man 

BOSTON  —  This  city  is  commemorating  an 
openly  gay  man  with  a  plaque  enscribed  with  his 
name,  designating  the  corner  of  Cambridge  and 
Garden  Streets  “Gerry  Sawyer  Square.”  Sawyer  was 
well  known  to  the  gay  male  community  as  the  assis¬ 
tant  manager  and  a  popular  bartender  at  Sporters, 
where  he  worked  for  almost  twenty  years.  He  was 
also  known  as  an  energetic  neighborhood  activist 
who,  among  other  projects,  succeeded  in  convincing 
the  city  to  plant  trees  along  Garden  Street. 

Gerry  Sawyer  took  ill  at  the  end  of  last  summer 
and  died  soon  after,  on  August  11,  of  an  AIDS-related 
disease.  The  plaque  was  requested  by  his  friends  and 
neighbors  to  commemorate  him  and  his  work  for  the 
neighborhood.  The  memorial  will  be  in  place  on 
November  8,  for  what  would  have  been  Gerry 
Sawyer’s  53rd  birthday. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


lesbian  nuns  editors  evicted  from 
dublin  hotel 

DUBLIN  —  Rosemary  Curb  and  Nancy  Manahan, 
editors  of  Lesbian  Nuns:  Breaking  Silence,  were 
evicted  from  the  Buswell’s  hotel  here  during  a  recent 
promotional  tour.  And,  after  the  two  women  appeared 
on  a  local  talk  show,  Irish  Customs  officials  made 
their  move,  seizing  15,000  copies  of  the  book. 

According  to  Dublin’s  OUT,  John  O’Carroll, 
manager  of  Buswell’s,  admitted  that  he  had  evicted 
the  lesbian  editors,  but  claimed  that  the  “manage¬ 
ment  does  not  adopt  a  policy  of  excluding  ‘gay  peo¬ 
ple.’”  Chicago’s  Windy  City  Times  reports  that  the 
eviction  and  book  seizure  made  front-page  headlines 
in  every  newpaper  in  Ireland  and  spurred  sales  of  the 
book. 

The  Irish  Customs  Service  released  the  impound¬ 
ed  copies  of  Lesbian  Nuns  one  day  after  the  initial 
seizure. 

—  Regina  Gillis 


dan  white’s  legacy  lives  on 

SAN  FRANCISCO  —  Though  a  Boston  Globe  ar¬ 
ticle  reported  that  news  of  the  October  21  suicide  of 
Dan  White,  assassin  of  gay  Supervisor  Harvey  Milk 
and  gay-supportive  Mayor  George  Moscone,  was 
greeted  with  champagne  in  San  Francisco’s  Castro 
district,  The  Bay  Area  Reporter  and  San  Francisco 
dailies  described  a  more  subdued  response.  Local 
media  reported  a  mixture  of  relief,  sadness,  and  a 
feeling  of  vindication  among  members  of  the  Bay 
Area’s  large  gay  and  lesbian  community.  Many  ac¬ 
tivists  said  that  the  39-year-old  White’s  self-induced 
death  through  carbon  monoxide  poisoning 
represented  belated  justice  meted  out  to  the  former 
supervisor  and  police  officer,  who  shot  Milk  and 
Moscone  in  their  offices  in  City  Hall  in  1978.  Ironical¬ 
ly,  White,  who  had  himself  supported  a  mandatory, 
death  penalty  for  political  assassins,  got  off  with  a 
five-year  term  for  manslaughter  on  the  basis  of  the 
notorious  “Twinkie  Defense”  (diminished  capacity, 
induced  in  part  by  junk  food).  An  enraged  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  community  responded  to  that  1979  verdict  with 
the  White  Night  Riot,  in  which  at  least  10  police  cars 
were  torched  and  over  one  hundred  police  officers 
were  injured. 

Gay  Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  who  was  appointed  in 
1978  by  Mayor  Dianne  Feinstein  to  fill  Milk's  term, 
told  the  Bay  Area  Reporter,  “The  gay  community  has 
seen  so  much  death  in  the  last  five  years,  I  don’t  think 
anyone  is  taking  any  pleasure  in  his  [White’s]  death. 
An  article  in  the  Examiner,  San  Francisco’s  Hearst 
paper,  commented  that  White  was  a  victim  of  his  own 
homophobia,  just  as  Milk  and  Moscone  were  victims 
not  of  a  lone  assassin  but  of  the  general  atmosphere 
of  gay-hating  and  queerbashings  in  the  ’70s.  Mayor 
Feinstefn  expressed  a  hopethat  White’s  death  might 
“help  he&l  the  wounds  and  the  scar  tissue  which  is 
still  deep.”  But  commentaries  in  Bay  Area  media 
pointed  out  that  the  assassinations  of  Milk  and 
Moscone  irrevocably  altered  the  direction  of  San 
Francisco  politics  and  of  the  gay  and  lesbian  move¬ 
ment,  deflating  the  optimism  of  gay  activists  while 
heightening  the  atmosphere  of  repression.  Dan 
White’s  death,  they  said,  will  not  change  that. 

—  Pam  Mitchell 

nambla  seventh  anniversary 
conference 

NEW  YORK  —  The  North  American  Man/Boy 
Love  Association  (NAMBLA)  will  hold  a  general 
membership  conference  November  8,  9,  &  10  in  the 
Chelsea  section  here. 

The  conference  marks  the  organization’s 
seventh  anniversary,  and  will  focus  on  the  current 
state  of  the  movement  and  the  political  uses  made  of 
child  sexual  abuse. 

Registration  is  fifteen  dollars  before  November 
1,  and  twenty-five  dollars  thereafter  and  at  the  door. 
There  is  an  additional  five-dollar  fee  for  participants 
who  are  not  NAMBLA  members  or  subscribers. 

For  further  information,  contact  NAMBLA  at  P.O. 
Box  174,  Midtown  Station,  NY,  NY  10018. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


women  warm  up  iceland 

REYKJAVIK,  Iceland  —  Tens  of  thousands  ot 
women  employees  and  housewives  walked  oft  the  job 
October  24  in  a  mass  24-hour  protest  against  male 
privilege,  according  to  the  Boston  Globe.  The  stop¬ 
page,  part  of  an  international  women’s  strike  called 
for  that  day,  brought  much  of  the  Arctic  island’s 
businesses,  schools,  and  retail  stores  to  a  grinding 
halt  in  commemoration  of  the  end  of  the  United  Na¬ 
tions  Decade  for  Women.  A  similar  mass  strike  was 
called  by  Iceland’s  women  ten  years  ago  when  the 
Decade  was  originally  decreed. 

Chanting  “We  dare,  we  can,  we  will,”  over  25,000 
of  the  striking  women  rallied  in  Reykjavik’s  main 
square  to  protest  women’s  poverty  and  the  general 
worsening  of  conditions  for  women  in  the  last  ten 
years. 

Iceland’s  president,  Vigdis  Finnbogadottir, 
pledged  to  join  the  work  stoppage  by  staying  away 
from  her  office.  However,  she  did  manage  to  sign  into 
law  emergency  legislation  banning  a  strike  for  higher 
wages  by  Icelandair  stewardesses. 

The  stewardess  strike,  which  was  called  at  mid¬ 
night  on  October  22,  blocked  all  Icelandair  service. 
Icelandair  is  the  island’s  primary  domestic  carrier 
and  main  link  to  Europe  and  the  U.S. 

The  Althing,  Iceland’s  parliament,  voted  in  favor 
of  prohibiting  the  strike  early  on  October  24  after  an 
overnight  debate.  The  nine  women  legislators  in  the 
60-member  parliament  walked  off  the  job  at  midnight  on 
October  23  before  the  vote  took  place. 

Icelandair’s  160  stewardesses  announced  they 
would  defy  the  return-to-work  order  and  joined  the  ral¬ 
ly  in  the  main  square. 

Male  reaction  to  the  stoppage  was  unclear  in 
some  quarters  as  communication  was  largely  dis¬ 
rupted.  Cabinet  ministers  could  not  be  reached 
because  most  telephones  went  unanswered  at 
government  offices. 

Women  constitute  more  than  half  of  the 
country’s  population  of  240,000.  Eighty  percent  work 
outside  the  home,  generally  earning  forty  percent 
less  than  men.  Women  own  ten  percent  of  the  island’s 
property. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Close  race  expected  in  Cambridge  referendum 

Both  Sides  Mobilized  for  Anti-Porn  Vote 


Abortion  Rights 


Abortion  rights  demo,  Boston,  October  5. 


the  pornography  industry; 

•  infringe  on  civil  liberties; 

•  lead  to  harassment  of  gay,  les¬ 
bian,  feminist,  and  other  alter¬ 
native  publications  and  book 
stores;  and 

•  would  not  decrease  violence 
against  women  as  its  proponents 
have  claimed. 

Among  those  who  spoke  out 
against  the  ordinance  were  two 
Cambridge  city  councilors,  David 
Sullivan  and  Alice  Wolf;  feminist 
attorney  Nancy  Gertner;  John 
Roberts,  the  executive  director  of 
the  Civil  Liberties  Union  of 


addressed  a  range  of  reproductive 
rights-related  issues,  including 
foster  care  policy  here,  steriliza¬ 
tion  abuse,  women’s  poverty,  and 
the  inherently  racist,  classist 
features  of  the  proposed  Medicaid 
cut-off.  Diane  Gooding  of  Boston 
NOW  led  chants  in  between  the 
speakers. 

The  first  speaker,  Sara  Garcia,  a 
candidate  for  Cambridge  School 
Committee,  described  herself  as  a 
“mother,  teacher,  Chicana,  and 
your  sister”  and  called  for  a  socie¬ 
ty  where  “children  are  taught  that 
regardless  of  race  or  sex,  women 
are  free.”  Marlene  Fried,  one  of 
the  organizers  of  the  rally  and  a 
member  of  Boston  R2N2,  assailed 
the  effort  to  cut  off  Medicaid  for 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 
CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  The 
Cambridge  Citizens  Against  Cen¬ 
sorship,  a  “coalition  of  feminists, 
attorneys,  writers,  professors, 
politicians,  and  social  activists,” 
held  a  press  conference  as  part  of 
their  final  push  to  defeat  an  “anti¬ 
porn”  referendum  slated  for  a 
vote  in  this  city  on  November  5.  The 
group  spoke  out  against  the  pro¬ 
posed  measure,  urging  people  to 
vote  “no”  on  Question  3.  In  their 
October  30  press  conference,  the 
group  said  the  measure  should  not 
be  passed  because  it  would: 

•  be  an  ineffective  tool  against 


Continued from  page  l 

abortions.  A  pending  amendment 
to  the  state  constitution  that  may 
be  on  the  November  1986  ballot  as 
a  referendum  item  would  cut  off 
such  funds. 

Nationally,  the  Supreme  Court 
has  opened  a  new  session,  accep¬ 
ting  for  review  two  cases  involving 
anti-abortion  laws  in  Pennsylvania 
and  Illinois.  It  is  possible  the  court 
will  uphold  laws  restricting  access 
to  abortion  in  these  states;  since  it 
struck  down  similar  legislation  in  a 
previous  session,  a  new  review 
would  seem  to  be  unnecessary 
unless  the  court’s  stance  has 
changed. 

Beyond  these  legislative  threats, 
abortion  opponents  and  other  ad¬ 
vocates  for  the  New  Right,  in¬ 


cluding  the  Reagan  administra¬ 
tion,  have  succeeded  in  building 
momentum  for  a  broader  agenda. 
Infant  mortality,  particularly  of 
Black  and  Latino  babies,  con¬ 
tinues  to  rise  under  this  ad¬ 
ministration;  food  stamps  and 
welfare  benefits  fall  far  below  even 
the  federally  delineated  poverty 
line;  harassment  of  abortion 
clinics  has  not  let  up;  and  sexual 
abuse  of  children  in  childcare 
facilities  has  been  politically 
manipulated,  providing  ammuni¬ 
tion  for  closing  down  the  few 
facilities  available  and  further 
eroding  women’s  economic 
autonomy.  Incest  in  the  “tradi¬ 
tional”  family,  far  more  prevalent 
than  sexual  abuse  of  children  in 
daycare  centers,  has  received 
significantly  less  attention  from 
the  state,  the  media,  and  the  New 
Right. 

Speakers  at  the  October  5  rally, 
both  scheduled  and  unscheduled. 


abortions  here,  saying  passage  of 
the  amendment  “would  create 
thousands  of  Rosies.”  Fried  also 
"condemned  Dukakis’  homophobic 
foster  care  policy  as  another  aspect 
of  the  assault  on  reproductive  and 
sexual  freedom. 

Alice  Wolf,  Cambridge  city 
councilor,  said  the  amendment 
boils  down  to  “favoritism  for  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  money,  death  for 
people  who  do  not.”  Many 
women  died  or  suffered  ir¬ 
reparable  physical  damage  as  a 
result  of  illegal  abortions  in  the 
years  before  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade 
Supreme  Court  decision  made 
abortion  legal.  The  federal  pro¬ 
hibition  on  Medicaid  and  the  ensu¬ 
ing  cut-off  of  such  funding  in  most 
states  have  also  resulted  in  deaths 
and  serious  injury  from  cheaper 
back-alley  abortions. 

Coming  forward  from  the  mar¬ 
chers,  Jean  Wassello  of  the  Dis¬ 
abled  People’s  Liberation  Front 


Massachusetts  (CLUM);  Donna 
Brescia  of  the  Cambridge  Com¬ 
mission  on  the  Status  of  Women; 
Ruth  Hubbard,  a  professor  of 
biology  at  Harvard  University; 
Molly  Ladd-Taylor  of  the  No  Bad 
Women,  Just  Bad  Laws  coalition; 
and  Sue  Hyde  of  the  Cambridge 
chapter  of  the  Feminist  Anti- 
Censorship  Task  Force  (FACT). 

The  referendum,  if  passed, 
would  amend  the  Human  Rights 
Ordinance  to  include  pornography 
as  a  form  of  sex  discrimination  and 
would  allow  women  to  bring  civil 
action  against  any  persons  who 


said,  “Disabled  women  are  at  ex¬ 
treme  risk  in  institutions  [of  being 
sterilized],”  and  demanded 
freedom  for  disabled  women  to 
choose  when  and  if  they  will  have 
children.  Joyce  Miller,  head  of  the 
Coalition  of  Labor  Union 
Women,  denounced  “the  tyranny 
of  the  few  [who]  dictate  the  needs 
of  the  many.” 

Also  speaking  from  the  mar¬ 
chers,  Susan  Franzblau,  of  the 
Boycott  Coors  Task  Force, 
reminded  the  crowd  that  the 
“racist,  anti-gay  /lesbian,  union- 
busting”  tactics  of  the  brewery  are 
part  and  parcel  of  the  attack  on 
reproductive  rights. 

Finally,  in  an  impassioned 
speech  that  made  links  to  the 
foster  care  policy,  Shastine 
Keeney,  a  pregnant  lesbian  who 
had  previously  had  an  abortion, 
said  while  the  state  would  seek  to 
force  her  to  carry  her  pregnancy  to 
term  even  if  it  were  unwanted,  it 
simultaneously  asserts  that  les¬ 
bians  are  unfit  to  parent.  Keeney 
also  spoke  out  against  sterilization 
abuse  in  Puerto  Rico,  a  systematic 
denial  of  choice  for  generations  of 
women. 

One  of  the  gay  men  marching 
told  GCN  he  sees  the  ban  on  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  foster  parents  and  the 
attack  on  abortion  rights  as  part  of 
the  same  “right-wing  attempt  to 
force  us  to  live  in  a  mythical, 
heterosexual  family,  according  to 
their  mode.” 

Noting  the  rally  marked  the 
death  of  a  woman  who  could  not 
afford  to  pay  for  a  legal  abortion, 
Rita  Arditti,  an  Argentinian 
woman  and  longtime  activist  in  the 
women’s  and  reproductive  rights 
movements,  described  the  amend¬ 
ment  as  “a  poor  women’s  issue.” 
It  is  an  issue  “for  all  women,  but 
primarily  for  poor  women,”  she 
said. 

While  the  commemoration  of 
Rosie  Jimenez’s  death  raises  a 
number  of  interconnected  issues, 
the  work  to  create  a  coherent,  ex- 


Shastine  Keeney  at  Boston  demo. 


plicit  strategy  for  securing  control 
over  our  bodies  —  sexual  freedom, 
reproductive  rights,  adequate 
health  care  for  people  with  AIDS, 
freedom  from  poverty  and  from 
violence  —  has  barely  begun. 


‘‘produce,  sell,  exhibit  or 
distribute  pornography.”  Similar 
ordinances  have  been  proposed  in 
Minneapolis,  Indianapolis,  Suf¬ 
folk  County  (New  York),  and  Los 
Angeles.  The  ordinance  was 
passed  onlv  in  Indianapolis,  where 
it  was  later  struck  down  in  federal 
court  as  unconstitutional. 

Participants  in  the  October  30 
conference  variously  called  the 
proposed  measure  “dangerous,” 
“misguided,”  and  “insidious.” 

..The  most  frequent  complaint  of 
the  press  conference  participants 
was  that  the  measure  was  too 
broad  and  would  become  a  tool  of 
the  New  Right  to  attack  feminist 
and  lesbian/gay  literature, 
publishers,  and  bookstores.  Hyde 
said  she  believed  that  bookstores 
such  as  New  Words,  the  women’s 
bookstore  in  this  city,  could  be 
sued  under  the  terms  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  measure.  She  said  that 
regardless  of  the  merits  of  such 
suits,  alternative  stores  and 
publications,  often  already  on  the 
financial  edge,  could  be  run  out  of 
business  due  to  the  costs  of  litiga¬ 
tion. 

But  Suzanne  Melendy,  an  ac- 


By  Christine  Guilfoy 

BOSTON  —  “Cautiously  op¬ 
timistic”  is  how  Robert  Gallo  de¬ 
scribed  his  feeling  about  develop¬ 
ing  a  vaccine  for  AIDS.  But  he  ad¬ 
ded  that  a  timeline  on  its  develop¬ 
ment  is  not  yet  known.  “I  Dope  we 
will  soon  be  able  to  say  when  we 
can  have  a  vaccine,”  he  said. 

Gallo,  in  Boston  on  October  17 
to  receive  an  award  from  the 
Hubert  H.  Humphrey  Cancer  Re¬ 
search  Center  at  Boston  University 
School  of  Medicine,  also  said  he 
hopes  a  treatment  will  be 
developed  within  one  year.  Gallo, 
along  with  Luc  Montagnier,  is 
credited  with  isolating  HTLV-III, 
the  virus  believed  to  play  a  primary 
role  in  the  development  of  AIDS. 

Gallo  was  one  of  a  number  of 
scientists  and  public  figures  pre¬ 
sent  for  the  dedication  of  the  Silvio 
O.  Conte  Medical  Research 
Center.  Also  speaking  to  the 
assemblage  were  Conte,  a  Mass¬ 
achusetts  Republican  congress¬ 
man,  and  Robert  J.  Glaser,  MD, 
the  director  for  medical  science  at 
the  Lucille  P.  Markey  Charitable 
Trust. 

Gallo  remarked  that  the  HTLV- 
III  virus,  which  is  considered  by 
many  to  be  a  primary  factor  in  the 
development  of  AIDS,  is  being 
studied  by  his  lab  at  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  to  determine  its 
chemical  structure,  a  first  step  in 
developing  a  vaccine. 

Responding  to  recent  heigh¬ 
tened  public  concern  about  the 
transmission  of  AIDS,  Gallo 
stressed  that  one  could  not  con¬ 
tract  AIDS  through  casual  con¬ 
tact.  “Transmission  is  difficult.  It 
requires  blood,  sex,  or  that  [a  per¬ 
son]  be  born  of  an  infected 
mother.” 

Gallo  described  the  “spectrum 
of  diseases,”  in  addition  to  AIDS, 
which  have  begun  to  be  associated 
with  the  virus,  including  Kaposi’s 
Sarcoma  and  pancreatic  cancer. 
He  also  noted  that  the  virus  can 
destroy  neurologic  tissue  and  ap¬ 
pears  to  cause  disorders  such  as 
dementia  and  meningitis.  “And 
that’s  bad  news,”  he  said. 

Gallo  said  the  onset  of  the  AIDS 
epidemic  “took  [scientists]  by  sur¬ 
prise.”  Many,  he  said,  had  begun 


tivist  working  to  pass  the  measure 
and  a  member  of  Women’s 
Alliance  Against  Pornography 
(WAAP),  told  GCN ,  “Any  new 
law  can  be  used  by  anybody.  The 
real  danger  is  to  women  in  the  porn 
industry  and  women  who  are  being 
affected  by  porn.”  She  said  to 
“posit”  that  the  right  wing  might 
use  the  measure  as  their  own  tool 
in  the  face  of  the  harm  por¬ 
nography  is  causing  women  is 
“callous.”  She  also  said  that  if  a 
feminist  bookstore  carried 
something  which  would  meet  the 
definition  of  porn,  action  could  be 
brought  against  the  store. 

Melendy  complained  that  many 
have  misinterpreted  the  measure 
by  focusing  on  specific  passages. 
She  said  books  and  magazines 
would  not  be  judged  in  terms  of 
“isolated  passages”  but  as  a 
whole. 

FACT  member  Sue  Hyde  said 
that  she  would  prefer  to  see  the 
issue  of  violence  against  women 
addressed  in  the  way  rape  has  been 
addressed  by  feminists  over  the 
past  15  years.  She  said  women 
forced  the  criminal  justice  system 
Continued  on  page  6 


to  believe  in  the  late  1970s  that 
science  was  close  to  having  the 
capability  of  wiping  out  all  infec¬ 
tious  diseases. 

In  a  brief  conversation  with 
reporters  following  the  ceremony, 
Gallo  said  he  believed  the 
military’s  use  of  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  screening  test  was  ap¬ 
propriate.  He  said  his  concern  was 
to  protect  the  health  of  military 
personnel  as  well  as  those  overseas 
with  whom  they  may  have  sexual 
contact.  Turning  around  the  asser¬ 
tion  many  have  made  that  there  is 
no  solid  evidence  that  AIDS  can  be 
transmitted  from  women  to  men, 
Gallo  said,  “There  is  no  evidence 
that  sexually  active  women  don’t 
get  it  from  sex.” 

When  asked  if  he  had  been  com¬ 
peting  with  Luc  Montagnier  of  the 
Pasteur  Institute  in  Paris  for  the 
Nobel  Prize,  Gallo  replied, 
“That’s  so  stupid.  You  don’t  get 
prizes  by  fighting.”  He  asserted 
that  the  controversy  had  been 
fomented  by  people  who  wished  to 
see  a  public  “tussle”  between  two 
of  the  world’s  best  known  AIDS 
researchers.  “Did  you  ever  see  any 
insult  by  me  of  Montagnier?”  he 
asked.  “I  don’t  even  begin  to 
understand  this.  I  had  dinner  with 
Montagnier  the  night  before 
last....  There  is  nothing  they  [the 
French]  need  that  I  haven’t  sup¬ 
plied.” 

“The  French  made  an  important 
contribution  in  1983.  They  pub¬ 
lished  the  first  paper,”  he  added. 

Gallo  also  acknowledged  the 
fight  between  the  French  and  his 
lab  over  who  should  hold  the  pa¬ 
tent  for  the  HTLV-III  antibody 
screening  test.  He  said  he  had  to 
apply  for  the  patent  in  order  to  put 
the  test  into  use  in  the  blood 
banks. 

Gallo  also  blasted  certain  treat¬ 
ments  that  have  been  in  the  news, 
notably  HPA-23,  a  drug 
developed  by  the  French  which 
may  destroy  the  virus.  He  called 
such  treatments  “unproven  con¬ 
ceptually  and  clinically,”  and 
charged  that  they  have  been 
“blown  out  of  proportion  by  the 
media.” 


Discounts  rivalry  with  Montagnier 

Gallo  Cautious 
about  Vaccine 
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GCN  Job  Openings 

GCN  is  currently  accepting  applica¬ 
tions  for  the  following  full-time  posi¬ 
tions.  We  welcome  inquiries  about  these 
jobs. 

Promotions/Classified  Ad  Manager 

(available  on  or  before  January  1986):  Use 
direct  mail  marketing,  exchange  ads, 
renewal  campaigns  and  other  strategies 
to  increase  subscription  and  newsstand 
sales  of  the  paper.  Process  and  lay  out 
weekly  classified  ads.  Qualifications: 
Strong  writing,  administrative,  creative 
and  organizational  skills.  Previous  pro¬ 
motions/marketing  experience  helpful. 


Design  Director  (available  on  or  before 
January  1986):  Establish  overall  design 
of  the  paper,  and  oversee  the  layout  and 
proofreading  functions  on  production 
night.  Design  (or  assign  to  volunteer  ar¬ 
tists)  front  cover,  centerspread  art¬ 
work/layout,  and  book  supplement 
graphics,  as  well  as  promotional 
brochures,  leaflets,  etc.  Qualifications: 
Strong  graphic  design/art  skills. 
Familiarity  with  type  specifications, 
knowledge  of  printing  techniques  and 
previous  related  experience  preferred. 

All  positions  require  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist  politics,  and  the 
collective  decision-making  process. 

Salary /Benefits:  $  150/week  and  fully 
paid  health  and  life  insurance,  sick  time 
and  three  weeks’  paid  vacation.  Each 
position  offers  the  staff  member  respon¬ 
sibility  for  his/her  own  job,  with  some 
flexible  hours  and  ample  room  for  in¬ 
novation. 

To  apply,  please  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  immediately  to:  GCN  Search 
Committee,  Gay  Community  News,  167 
Tremont  Street,  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Lesbians  and  gay  men  of  color  are  par¬ 
ticularly  encouraged  to  apply. 


clarifying  his 
housing  policies 

Dear  GCN: 

Thank  you  for  the  article  on  my  candidacy  for 
the  Cambridge  City  Council.  I’m  proud  to  be  the 
first  openly  gay  candidate  for  this  office.  I’m  also 
appreciative  when  a  news  person  such  as  Chris 
Guilfoy  converts  a  long  conversation  into  a  news 
story  and  communicates  the  substance  of  what  I 
intended  to  say. 

1  was  somewhat  dismayed,  however,  to  read  in 
the  “Letters”  section  a  letter  discussing  my  hous¬ 
ing  policies  and  how  it  affects  gays  and  lesbians, 
since  none  of  the  signers  have  ever  discussed 
housing  policy  with  me.  I’m  afraid  that  they  may 
have  drawn  some  bad  conclusions  which  are  not 
based  on  where  I  stand  and  given  an  unfair  im¬ 
pression  on  my  policies.  I’ve  sent  them  my 
12-page  “Issues  Tabloid”  so  they  will  be  better 
informed  by  election  day,  but  hope  you  will  print 
this  letter  immediately  to  reassure  your  readers 
that  I: 

•  support  continuing  rent  controls  against 
speculation 

•  support  strong  controls  on  evictions 

•  support  the  right  of  tenants  to  buy  their 
apartments 

•  support  targeting  condo  conversions  to  pre¬ 
sent  tenants,  strictly  limiting  the  rate  of  con¬ 
versions,  providing  incentives  for  moderate 
cost  condos,  and  oppose  evictions  for  condo 
conversions 

•  support  public  programs  for  making  sure 
rent  control  properties  get  proper 
maintenance 

•  support  creating  additional  low  and 
moderate  income  housing  in  Cambridge 

•  support  strengthening  management  in  the 
rent  control  administration  to  give  better  ser¬ 
vice  to  tenants  and  landlords 

If  I  can  be  accused  of  having  a  housing  bias,  it 
is  to  redirecting  policy  to  meet  the  needs  of  the 
CURRENT  residents  of  the  city,  not  anyone’s 
particular  idea  of  who  “ought”  to  be  living  here. 
Cambridge  currently  has  a  rich  diversity  of  oc¬ 
cupants,  including  many  lesbians  and  gay  men, 
and  this  diversity  needs  to  be  protected.  The  hous¬ 
ing  policies  of  the  ’60s,  like  Rent  Control,  need  to 
be  continually  updated  so  they  continue  to  meet 
the  needs  of  as  many  residents  as  possible. 
Without  this  process,  these  policies  will  lose 
broad  support  and  be  eliminated,  as  has  hap¬ 
pened  in  Boston  and  Somerville. 

Focusing  attention  on  Cambridge  housing 
policy  in  this  election  is  certainly  appropriate, 
since  the  City  Council  has  a  great  deal  of  power  to 
set  housing  policy.  However,  there  are  other 
policies  that  are  particularly  important  to  our 


community,  such  as  meeting  the  AIDS  crisis  and 
changing  the  state’s  misguided  foster  care  policy, 
and  I  think  it’s  significant  that  the  only  gay  can¬ 
didate  in  the  race  is  also  the  only  candidate  who’s 
talking  about  these  issues.  It  IS  critically  impor¬ 
tant  to  have  openly  gay  public  officials  to  stand 
up  for  our  rights  and  concerns  —  and  1  hope  your 
readers  will  remember  that,  consider  that  I’m  the 
only  openly  gay  candidate  in  the  race  and  give  me 
their  #1  vote  on  Nov.  5. 

Thanks, 

Hugh  Russell 
Cambridge,  MA 


moderate  and 

sensible 

leadership 

Dear  GCN: 

A  recent  letter  to  GCN  asked  readers  to  con¬ 
sider  the  importance  of  electing  Hugh  Russell,  the 
first  openly  gay  candidate  for  Cambridge  City 
Council.  This  importance  cannot  be 
overestimated.  There  are  important  issues  facing 
Cambridge,  including  AIDS  education  and  care, 
human  rights,  economic  equality  for  women,  and 
attempts  at  censorship.  Having  gay  representa¬ 
tion  on  the  Boston  City  Council  has  made  a  big 
difference  there;  it  could  be  the  same  in  Cam¬ 
bridge. 

Because  of  the  adverse  votes  of  the  Legislature . 
this  year  on  Foster  Care  and  Civil  Rights,  this 
race  in  Cambridge  also  has  state-wide 
significance.  Election  of  Hugh  Russell  will  not 
only  be  badly  needed  good  news  for  all  of  us,  but 
will  show  legislators  where  the  electorate  stands 
on  lesbian  and  gay  rights  and  force  them  to  recon¬ 
sider  their  stands. 

We  support  Hugh  Russell  not  only  for  his  open 
support  of  issues  of  importance  to  lesbians  and 
gay  men,  but  also  because  he  has  a  record  of 
moderate  and  sensible  leadership  in  community 
affairs  in  Cambridge.  Because  of  this,  he  already 
has  the  respect  of  residents  and  public  officials 
and  can  be  an  effective  advocate  for  our  concerns. 
We  urge  readers  to  give  Hugh  Russell  their  tt\  vote 
on  Nov.  5. 
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off  the  newsstand  price  when 
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scription.  (So  do  it  today  and  f 
don’t  miss  another  issue!) 
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Dear  GCN: 

I  was  chilled  to  open  my  19  October  1985  GCN 
and  encounter  the  questionnaire  offered  by  Beth 
Israel  Hospital  and  Harvard  Medical  School  in¬ 
quiring  into  what  amounts  to  questions  of  genetic 
history  directed  to  members  of  the  gay  communi¬ 
ty.  The  degree  to  which  the  questions  in  this  ques¬ 
tionnaire  resemble  concerns  and  fascinations  of 
the  Nazi  medical  system  of  the  1930’s  and  1940’s 
in  their  questions  regarding  eye  color,  left- 
handedness,  etc.,  is  very  unsettling  to  me.  As  gay 
people,  we  need  to  be  aware  of  the  way  in  which 
“medical”  studies  such  as  this  were  conducted  in 
Nazi  Germany  in  order  to  provide  the  prerequisite 
information  necessary  to  breed  certain  traits  out 
of  the  human  species.  We  should  all  be  aware  of 
the  horrible,  abhorrent  abuses  of  medicine  under 
Nazism  and  be  aware  that  the  uses  of 
“objective,”  “scientific”  information  can  be 
used  against  us  if  we  are  not  vigilant.  I  would  re¬ 
quest  that  people  be  unwilling  to  participate  in 
this  study  until  more  facts  are  supplied  about  who 
is  conducting  this  survey  and  for  what  purposes'! 
Why  is  information  such  as  eye  color  and  our 
mother’s  pregnancy  history  to  be  correlated  with 
our  sexual  preference?  Indeed,  why  are  questions 
such  as  these  even  central  scientific  questions  in 
the  face  of  the  increasing  research  needed  on 
AIDS?  From  where  are  these  questions  emerging 
and  what  conclusions  are  being  sought  in  the  for¬ 
mulation  of  a  survey  such  as  this? 

I  ask  that  we  all  consider  the  above  questions, 
refuse  to  participate  in  this  survey  until  more  infor¬ 
mation  is  provided  to  us,  and  in  general  be  aware 
that  science  and  scientific  practice  and  findings  are 
not  value-free,  and  can  often  be  used  as  tools  by 
people  in  power  to  destroy  and/or  oppress  those  of 
us  they  do  not  view  as  completely  human. 

Name  withheld  by  request 
(GCN 's’  advertising  manager  notes:  The  ques¬ 
tions  raised  above  are  thoughtful,  provocative, 
and  much  appreciated.  GCN  agreed  to  print  the 
survey  —  a  paid  advertisement  —  after  speaking 
with  the  principal  researcher  over  the  course  of 
three  months.  Although  we  vary  in  our  attitudes 
towards  such  work,  we  agreed  because  the  in¬ 
vestigator  we  spoke  with  is  a  feminist  connected 
to  the  local  lesbian  and  gay  community,  because 
she  expressed  an  awareness  of  the  advantages  and 
dangers  of  conducting  research  involving  biology 
and  sexuality,  and  because  she  agreed  to  inform 
GCN  readers  of  all  research  conclusions.  The 
full-page  ad  will  appear  again  shortly.  GCN 
respects  any  reader’s  decision  to  refrain  from  or 
to  participate  infilling  out  the  survey .) 
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Speaking  Out - - 

Porn:  What  Tactics  Make  Sense? 


By  Loie  Hayes 


Sexist  objectification,  subordination,  and  violation:  these  are  the  actual  experiences  of 
women  which  the  proposed  Dworkin-MacKinnon  anti-pornography  ordinance  is  attemp¬ 
ting  to  eradicate. 

I  am  a  survivor  of  sexual  violation,  but  I  do  not  support  this  proposal. 

My  survival  has  meant  enduring  my  rage  and  grief  at  what  sex-as-a-weapon  felt  like, 
while  admitting  the  longing  I’ve  felt  for  sex-as-a-balm.  The  abuse  has  stunted  my  sexuality 
and  has  left  me  with  a  passionate  commitment  to  nurturing  my  erotic  feelings.  With  fan¬ 
tasy,  flirtation  and  sexual  play,  I’ve  learned  that  I  can  use  objectification,  and  even  subor¬ 
dination,  in  a  loving  context  to  reclaim  the  erotic  pleasure  stolen  by  my  abusers.  Coming 
out  as  a  lesbian  played  a  big  part  in  my  being  able  to  play  with  enjoying  bodies  as  bodies. 

Pleasure  was  what  I  wanted  from  the  males  who  abused  me  —  the  pleasure  of  emo¬ 
tional  comfort  mostly,  but  physical  excitement  as  well.  I  wanted  my  sexuality  seen  and 
reflected  back  to  me.  I  felt  this  need  desperately  and  I  knew  no  other  options  —  no  books, 
no  people,  no  language.  I  turned  to  those  males  in  ignorance  and  desire. 

I  remember  most  the  silence  of  those  violations,  the  shroud  of  guilt  which  silenced  my 
screams.  A  woman-hating  chorus  echoed  in  my  brain:  she  wanted  to  be  touched;  she  asked 
to  be  abused.  No  one  had  ever  told  me  I  had  a  right  to  pleasure,  that  I  didn’t  have  to  pay 
for  it  with  pain. 

No  language,  no  people,  no  books:  this  proposal  scares  me.  It  gives  a  new  tool  to  the 
people  who  hate  women  and  sex  and  everything  associated  with  people  feeling  good  about 
themselves.  This  proposal  invites  the  imposition  of  silence. 

Silence  is  not  a  tool  women  can  use  to  defend  themselves  against  violence.  If  our  sex¬ 
uality  is  being  violated  —  and  it  is  being  violated  by  sexist  TV,  advertising,  government 
regulations,  religious  proscription  and  mental  health  programs,  as  well  as  pornography  — 
then  we  must  contradict  those  attacks  with  proclamations  of  the  sexuality  we  want.  Silence 
won’t  make  violence  go  away.  Laws  against  any  expression  of  sexuality  will  unfailingly  be 
used  by  a  sexist  and  sex-hating  culture  to  make  all  expression  of  sexuality  suspect. 

My  friends  who  support  this  proposal  believe  it  can’t  be  misused  by  conservatives. 
This  is  naive.  On  the  day  this  proposal  is  enacted,  what  is  to  stop  the  legal  teams  for  the 
forces  of  sexual  repression  from  filing  suits  against  New  Words  and  Glad  Day  book  stores, 
GCN,  Eidos,  Yellow  Silk,  —  even,  Our  Bodies,  Ourselves,  among  others?  These 
bookstores  and  publications  all  present  direct  confrontation  to  the  line  that  conservatives 
want  us  to  believe  about  sexuality:  that  women  are  naturally  less  sexual  than  men  and  that 
all  non-procreative  sex  is  bad.  Whether  they  charge  “depiction  of  women  as  whores  by 
nature”  or  something  else,  the  effect  of  the  harassment  would  be  the  same.  And  remember, 
they  do  not  need  to  win  their  suits  to  destroy  us  financially  and  drain  us  emotionally. 

Ordinance  supporters  say  we  can  afford  to  defend  progressive  feminist,  gay  and  les¬ 
bian  publications  and  bookstores  from  abuse  of  the  ordinance  by  the  New  Right.  Maybe 
because  I  work  at  GCN,  I  feel  less  than  enthusiastic  about  taking  that  risk.  More  to  the  point, 
I  wonder  what  sexual  material  ordinance  supporters  would  be  willing  to  sacrifice?  Would 
the  line  be  drawn  at  Bad  Attitude  or  Outrageous  Women ?  Maybe  they  wouldn’t  actually 
mind  using  their  own  resources  to  sue  New  Words  for  selling  sado-masochist  publications. 
In  recent  speeches  in  Boston,  both  Andrea  Dworkin  and  Catherine  MacKinnon  implied 
that  all  sexually  explicit  material  might  be  actionable  under  this  proposal. 

When  s/m  was  first  being  debated  some  five  years  ago,  I  was  busy  writing  articles 


blasting  the  advertising  and  porn  industries  for  their  use  of  violent,  misogynist  images.  In 
the  intervening  years,  I’ve  ripped  my  share  of  Hustler  covers  so  they  couldn’t  be  sold  and 
slapped  my  share  of  protest  stickers  inside  those  glossy  pages.  I  still  value  direct  action 
against  images  like  the  Hustler  cover  of  a  woman  being  ground  into  meat.  Vandalism, 
picketing,  media  campaigns,  economic  boycotts:  all  these  seem  to  me  valid  tactics  to 
consider  in  a  feminist  battle  against  misogynist  violence. 

More  recently,  when  members  of  the  Women’s  Center  in  Cambridge  were  debating 
whether  the  Center  would  permit  s/m  women  to  meet  on  the  premises,  1  felt  confused.  I 
remember  thinking  more  then  about  how  my  experience  of  abuse  had  affected  me.  I 
remember  the  fear  I  felt  when  I  admitted  for  the  first  time  the  excitement  I  felt  giving  in  to 
my  lover’s  sexual  control. 

It  has  not  been  easy  for  me  to  accept  my  yearning  for  the  feeling  of  surrender,  almost 
powerlessness,  that  comes  in  moments  of  sexual  submission.  An  article  by  Joan  Nestle  in  On 
Our  Backs  helped  me  to  see  the  value  of  that  desire:  the  craving  for  release  from  the  weighty 
shield  of  confidence  we  must  maintain  to  win  our  battles  in  the  patriarchal  world. 

As  a  survivor  of  abuse,  I  know  the  difference  between  violation  and  affection;  I  choose 
the  moments  when  I  want  to  accept  my  erotic  response  to  domination,  just  as  I’ve  worked  to 
avoid  submission  as  a  manipulative  tool  in  my  emotional  and  intellectual  relationships. 

The  Dworkin-MacKinnon  proposal  is  dangerous  because  it  treats  all  victims  of  male 
abuse  —  that  is,  all  women  —  as  though  we  are  still  victims,  unable  to  act  for  our  own 
survival  without  lawyers  to  act  for  us. 

Supporters  of  the  proposal  say  there  is  no  greater  tool  than  civil  litigation  to  help 
women  who  have  been  sexually  abused  in  the  production  of  pornography.  In  principle  1 
agree  with  the  sections  of  the  proposal  which  refer  to  coercion  and  assault,  though  these 
offenses  are  already  prosecutable  under  criminal  law.  I  do  hope  there  is  some  constitutional 
avenue  to  allow  civil  suits  against  those  pornographers  who  profit  from  coercion.  These  are 
the  only  salvageable  portions  of  this  proposal. 

Ultimately  the  limits  of  this  anti-pornography  proposal  are  the  same  as  with  any  anti¬ 
obscenity  morality  campaign  —  it  attacks  the  display  of  sexism  without  touching  the  core  of 
violent  misogyny  in  this  culture.  As  feminists  and  as  lesbians,  we  know  the  danger  of  this 
symbolism.  As  fringe  elements  in  this  misogynist  world,  we  know  the  costs  of  silence.  As 
women  who  have  been  taught  to  hate  ourselves  for  our  unladylike  feelings,  we  must  never 
stop  asking  ourselves  “What  is  it  we  want?  And  how  can  we  get  it?” 

Loie  Hayes  is  an  editor  at  GCN,  an  activist  in  various  feminist  and  anti-militarist 
projects,  and  a  former  contributor  to  off  our  backs,  a  women ’s  newsjournal  in  Washington, 
D.C. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  opinions  expressed  in  “Speaking 
Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper,  the  staff  or  the  adver¬ 
tisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI.,  Boston,  MA  02111 


An  Open  Letter  To  Readers 

This  statement,  a  response  to  the  FA  CT  brief,  was  signed  by  a  number  of  feminists  (see 
below)  and  was  submitted  to  GCN  and  other  publications. 


A  group  of  liberal  academic  women  and  lawyers  identifying  themselves  as  FACT 
(Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce)  have  mounted  an  attack  against  the  feminist  anti¬ 
pornography  movement  and  have  solicited  the  support  of  some  prominent  feminists.  We,  as 
women  who  are  radically  opposed  to  pornography  and  who  are  committed  to  its 
eradication,  recognize  the  potential  danger  to  thousands  of  women  if  their  actions  are  not 
understood  and  challenged. 

Many  of  you  know  about  the  anti-pornography  ordinance  written  by  Andrea  Dworkin 
and  Catharine  MacKinnon.  This  law,  launched  in  Minneapolis,  Indianapolis,  and  now  in 
Los  Angeles,  makes  pornography  actionable  as  sex  discrimination.  For  the  first  time,  it 
places  pornography  not  under  the  legal  heading  of  obscenity  or  zoning  laws,  but  names  it  for 
what  it  truly  is  in  the  legal  arena  —  a  gross  violation  of  women’s  civil  rights.  Dworkin  and 
MacKinnon’s  legal  initiative  carefully  defines  pornography  as  the  graphic  sexually  explicit 
subordination  of  women  through  pictures  or  words,  that  also  includes  women  presented 
dehumanized  as  sexual  objects  who  enjoy  pain,  humiliation  or  rape;  women  bound, 
mutilated,  dismembered  or  tortured;  women  in  postures  of  servility  or  submission  or 
display;  being  penetrated  by  objects  or  animals.  (Men  or  children  who  are  sometimes 
violated  like  women  through  and  in  pornography,  can  sue  under  this  law  also.)  The 
Dworkin-MacKinnon  civil  rights  legislation  allows  victims  of  four  activities  —  coercion, 
force,  assault,  and  trafficking  —  to  sue  civilly  those  who  hurt  them  through  pornography. 

What  some  of  you  may  not  know  about  is  the  immense  public  initiative  that  prompted 
the  writing  of  the  legislation  to  begin  with,  and  the  groundswell  of  public  support  that  has 
been  behind  the  law  in  each  of  these  three  cities.  In  Minneapolis,  poor  and  working  people 
living  in  neighborhoods  where  pornography  had  been  forcibly  zoned,  and  whose  lives  were 
horrendously  affected  by  it,  asked  Dworkin  and  MacKinnon  to  work  with  them  to  tell  the 
city  how  pornography  hurts  women  in  particular.  Dworkin  and  MacKinnon  responded  with 
legislation  that  would  address  grassroots  issues  and  problems.  The  ordinance  in 
Minneapolis  was  supported  by  many  progressive  groups  there.  In  Indianapolis,  similar 
neighborhood  groups  including  many  Blacks  who  voted  for  the  law,  supported  the 
ordinance. 

It  is  important  to  understand  that  this  legislation  is  both  a  product  of  the  feminist  anti¬ 
pornography  movement  and  a  catalyst  for  coalescing  thousands  of  women,  working  people, 
gay  and  lesbian  groups,  and  racially  mixed  supporters  in  the  cities  where  it  has  been 
proposed.  Two  women  alone  have  not  made  this  movement.  Hundreds  of  women  have 
testified  in  public,  in  support  of  the  bill,  to  being  abused  by  pornography.  Hundreds  more 
have  spoken  in  private  to  Dworkin  and  MacKinnon  about  the  abuse  to  which  they  were/are 
subjected  by  the  pornography  industry,  describing  the  pictures  for  which  they  were 
positioned  to  pose,  the  knots  in  which  they  were  tied,  the  expressions  facially  forced,  how 
the  abuse  was  orchestrated  —  all  conforming  to  the  magazine’s  code  of  creating 
pornographic  women  for  male  use.  As  Andrea  Dworkin  has  written:  “I  have  heard  women 
who  have  been  raped  in  every  sort  of  way,  with  every  sort  of  device,  with  animals,  filmed 
during  the  rapes,  the  photographs  of  the  rapes  now  being  sold  as  protected  speech;  I  have 
heard  transgenerational  stories  of  mother -daughter  abuse  premised  on  pornography;  Play¬ 
boy  and  Penthouse  rapes;  women  of  all  ages  talking  about  being  violated  at  all  ages,  used-on 
one  end  of  pornography  or  the  other.”  The  hearings  in  Minneapolis  included  testimony  of 
women  raped  in  marriage,  prostituted,  and  gangraped,  all  finding  pornography  at  the  heart 
of  what  happened  to  them.  Many  courageous  women  not  only  testified  at  these  hearings, 
but  also  went  to  the  press  and  demanded  to  be  believed. 

Dworkin  and  MacKinnon’s  work,  persistence,  and  leadership  have  brought  this 
testimony  into  concrete  political  action.  Thousands  of  women  have  risked  public  exposure, 


harassment,  assault,  and  even  their  lives  in  testifying  for  this  law.  Once  the  law  is  in  place, 
many  of  the  women  who  have  been  abused  by  pornography  are  prepared  to  bring 
complaints  against  the  pornographers.  These  women  know,  not  only  in  their  minds  but  in 
their  bodies,  that  pornography  itself  is  a  form  of  sexual  abuse.  Thousands  of  other  women 
know  the  same:  feminists  who  work  with  victims  of  sexual  abuse  know  that  the  pornography 
is  central  to  the  abuse;  clinicians  who  work  with  sex  offenders  know  that  pornography 
provides  rapists  with  the  ideas  and  energy  that  often  comprise  the  reality  of  sexual  abuse  and 
mutilation;  wives  and  girlfriends  of  men  who  use  pornography  know  that  what  is  demanded 
of  them  sexually  is  constructed  by  the  pornography  these  men  read.  For  example,  “Deep 
Throat”  became  a  household  “word  made  flesh,”  after  men  saw  Linda  Lovelace 
(Marchiano)  do  it  in  the  movie.  Linda  Marchiano  tells  that  it  took  kidnapping,  death 
threats,  and  hypnosis  (to  repress  the  natural  gag  response),  in  order  for  her  to  do  in  this  film 
what  men  think  is  a  lark.  But  many  refuse  to  believe  her  testimony. 

Among  the  many  who  do  not  believe  either  Linda  Marchiano  or  the  thousands  of 
women  who  have  testified  in  favor  of  this  legislation  is  a  group  called  FACT.  This  group, 
and  its  supporters,  have  filed  a  legal  amicus  curiae  brief  against  the  anti-pornography 
ordinance  in  the  U.S.  Court  of  Appeals,  7th  Circuit  in  Indianapolis.  FACT  s  central 
arguments  are  that  “the  ordinance  suppresses  constitutionally  protected  speech  in  a  manner 
particularly  detrimental  to  women,”  and  that  “the  ordinance  unconstitutionally 
discriminates  on  the  basis  of  sex  and  reinforces  sexist  stereotypes.”  It  does  this,  they  say, 
because  the  ordinance  depicts  men  as  “attack  dogs”  and  ‘  ‘women  as  incapable  of  consent . 
The  FACT  brief  maintains  that  statutory  rape  laws  “reinforce  the  stereotype  that  in  sex  the 
man  is  the  offender  and  the  woman  is  the  victim.” 

FACT  also  contends  that  “the  ordinance  is  unconstitutionally  vague  because  its  central 
terms  have  no  fixed  meaning,  and  the  most  common  meanings  of  these  terms  are  sexist  and 
damaging  to  women;  sexually  explicit  speech  does  not  cause  or  incite  violence  in  a  manner 
sufficiently  direct  to  justify  its  suppression  under  the  first  amendment;  constitutional 
protection  of  sexually  explicit  speech  should  be  enhanced,  not  diminished;  and  the 
ordinance  classifies  on  the  basis  of  sex  and  perpetuates  sexist  stereotypes.”  “Sexually 
explicit  speech”  is  their  euphemism  for  pornography. 

Worse,  the  FACT  brief  says  that  women  need  pornography  to  realize  ourselves  sexually 
—  that  freedom  for  women  depends  on  access  to  pornography,  and  that  sex  is  synonymous 

Continued  on  page  14 

This  letter  was  signed  by: 

Donna  Allen,  Kate  Andrew,  Lisa  Antigone,  Jeanne  Barkey,  Jan  Barnsley,  Eileen  Barrett,  Kathleen  Barry,  Pauline  Bart,  Mary  Ann  Beall. 
Sue  Bellamy,  Ruth  Berman,  Lucia  Chiavolo  Bimbaum,  Bloodroot  Feminist  Restaurant  i  Bookstore,  Ann  Marie  Boylan,  Christine 
Boyle,  Nicole  Brossard,  Carol  Brown,  Anmiryam  Budner,  Twiss  Butler,  Gail  Messina  Calabrese,  Cambridge  Women’s  Alliance  Against 
Pornography,  Andree  Collard,  Linda  Conte,  Joyce  Contrucci,  Gena  Corea,  Merril  Cousin,  Emily  Culpepper,  Mary  Daly,  Peggy  Davis, 
Christine  Decker,  Christine  Delphy,  Joanne  Depaolo,  Beatrice  Dionisio,  Theresa  Dionisio,  Semira  Donnelly.  Carol  Joan  Drexler, 
Marlene  Drescher,  Sandra  Elkin,  Megan  Ellis,  Elizabeth  Emerson,  Maureen  Flannery,  Andrea  Gomberg,  Jalna  Hamner,  Sara- Jane 
Hardman,  Michelle  Harrison,  Elizabeth  Hegeman,  Valerie  Heller,  Judith  Herman,  Sandy  Horn,  Susan  Horwitz,  Charlee  Hoyt,  Joan 
Huber,  Lynn  Hull,  Pat  Hynes,  Patty  Irwin,  Sharon  Isbin,  Karla  Jay,  Sonia  Johnson,  Evelina  Kane,  Paula  Kassell,  Judith  Katz, 
Renate  Duelli  Klein,  Lillian  Kozak,  Deborah  Kruger,  Sheila  James  Kuehl,  Connie  Kurtz,  Laura  Lederer,  Dorchen  Leidholdt,  Debbie 
Lewis,  Debra  J.  Lewis,  Judith  Dickson  Luce,  Mab  Maher,  Kathleen  Marcatos,  Bonnie  Marcus,  Linda  Marie,  Elizabeth  Matz,  Judith 
Mayes,  Mary  E.  McCann,  Mary  Ellen  McCarthy,  Lee  Elizabeth  McMahon,  Mary  Meigs,  Barbara  Melrose,  Julie  Melrose,  Jane  Miller, 
Renee  Mittler,  Elizabeth  Montgomery,  Robin  Morgan,  Marilyn  Murphy,  Fern  Narod,  Gloria  Naylor,  Kathy  Newman,  Kathe  O’Brien, 
Patricia  O’Brien,  Rose  Odum,  Eileen  Pagan,  Lia  Couloris  Pavlidis,  Julia  Penelope,  Ellen  Perlmutter,  Jennifer  Peters.  Lorelei  Pettigrew, 
Letty  Cottin  Pogrebin,  Joy  Pomars-Raden,  Norma  Ramos,  Sharon  Raphael,  Janice  Raymond,  Kendra  Reinshagen,  Rosetta  Reitz, 
Nancy  Richard,  Mina  Robinson,  Linda  Rosenberg,  Robyn  Rowland,  Florence  Rush,  Itala  Rutter,  Joanne  Schulman,  Jocelynne  Scutt, 
Penelope  Seator,  Jeanette  Silveira,  Ann  E.  Simon,  Pamela  S.  Sleeth,  Charlene  Sprctnak,  Therese  Stanton,  Susan  Leigh  Star,  Wendy 
Stock,  Task  Force  on  Prostitution  and  Pornography,  Dorothy  F.  Teer,  Sabra  Vacca,  Kady  Van  Deurs,  Verlag  Frauenotfensive,  Marion 
Rankin  Marie  Wagner,  Barbara  J.  Walker,  Marilyn  Waring,  Betsy  Warrior,  Frances  Wasserlein,  Irene  Weiss,  Alicia  Woodson,  Laura  X, 
Susan  L.  Yarbrough,  Marisa  Zavalloni,  Jacquelyn  N.  Zita,  Berenice  A.  Carroll,  Jane  Prather,  Kersti  Yllo,  Jane  Caputi. 

(Editor’s  note:  the  GCN  collective  reserves  the  right  to  limit  the  length  of  future 
speaking  outs  and  the  number  of  names  included.) 


Page  6  •  Gay  Community  News,  November  9,  1985 


Concerts  are 


Name _ 

Street  _ 

City,  State,  Zip 
Phone  _____ 


tyre  said  he  told  Mason  that  people 
are  hesitant  to  take  the  HTLV-III 
antibody  test  because  a  positive 
result  can  mean  loss  of  jobs,  health 
care,  and  insurance.  He  argued 
that  the  government  must  provide 
programs  in  the  face  of  such  losses 
to  encourage  more  people  to  take 
the  test. 

McIntyre  also  said  that  although 
the  Washington  and  San  Francisco 
events  were  encouraging  for  the 
development  of  comprehensive 
AIDS  programs,  future  gatherings 
directed  at  the  White  House  will 
have  to  be  better  organized,  if  an 
adequate  response  is  expected. 
“We’ve  got  [the  government’s]  at¬ 
tention,  but  we  have  to  get  them  to 
listen,”  McIntyre  told  GCN. 


rally  similar  to  the  San  Francisco 
event  was  held  September  30. 
Mississippi  activists  had  also 
planned  to  hold  an  MAA  vigil  and 
rally  October  26  and  27,  but  the 
event  was  pre-empted  by  Hur¬ 
ricane  Juan.  Eddy  Sandifer,  head 
of  the  Mississippi  Gay  Alliance, 
told  GCN  that  rescheduling  of  the 
event  will  depend  on  the  weather. 

The  next  MAA  national  vigil  is 
planned  for  Memorial  Day  of 
1986.  SOS-RACISM  has  stated  it 
will  push  for  a  nine-point  plan 
similar  to  that  of  the  MAA’s  in  its 
AIDS  organizing  throughout 
Europe. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Porn  ordinance 


Continued  from  page  3 
to  work  for  women  and  that  as  a 
result,  the  system  is  now  more  re¬ 
sponsive  to  rape  cases.  She  also 
cited  the  tactics  used  by  Women 
Against  Violence  Against  Women 
(WAVAW)  in  the  late  1970s  as  ex¬ 
emplary.  WAVAW  picketed 
movies  that  depicted  violence 
against  women  and  boycotted 
companies  that  put  out  album 
covers  which  depicted  violence 
against  women. 

Included  in  the  press  packet  was 
a  letter  signed  by  three  members  of 
the  Boston  Chapter  of  WAVAW 
who  also  expressed  opposition  to 
the  ordinance. 

Ladd-Taylor  said  that  a  survey 
done  by  the  U.S.  Prostitutes’  Col¬ 
lective  found  that  many  sex  in¬ 
dustry  workers  oppose  the  pro¬ 
posed  ordinance.  “It  will  increase 
the  violence  against  women  work¬ 
ing  in  pornography  and  prostitu¬ 
tion.  It  will  force  some  por¬ 
nography  underground.  Women 
[working  for  these  industries]  will 


have  to  work  harder  and  will  de¬ 
pend  on  pimps  for  protection. 
Organized  crime  will  get 
involved.”  She  also  said  that  the 
root  of  violence  against  women  is 
poverty,  not  pornography,  as  she 
says  some  proponents  of  the 
measure  claim.  She  advocated  fun- 
neling  the  money  and  the  time 
spent  on  the  ordinance  to  funding 
programs  which  would  give 
women  greater  economic  freedom 
to  make  real  choices.  She 
specifically  mentioned  such 
measures  as  establishing  homes  for 
juvenile  runaways  and  increasing 
welfare  payments  “so  that  pro¬ 
stitution  doesn’t  have  to  supple¬ 
ment  inadequate  payments.” 

Melendy  said  she  agrees  that 
poverty  is  an  issue  in  the  participa¬ 
tion  of  women  in  the  pornography 
industry.  But,  she  said,  “that  does 
not  preclude  work  on  the  or¬ 
dinance.”  Melendy  contended 
that  women  who  prefer  to 
organize  in  different  ways  should 
Continued  on  page  15 


Reckoning 

Continued from  page  1 


Ulh  dMSi* $ 

rnPifij 


ARC' 

t>$  - 


/  /«•*  A 

f 

#5  ft**-* 


m 


Activists  at  AIDS  protest,  S.F.,  Oct. 28 
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Drug  Adminstration  (FDA), 
the  National  Institutes  of 
Health  (NIH)  and  the  National 
Cancer  Institute  (NCI),  and 
draft  legislation  based  on 
results  of  the  investigation  that 
expedites  effective  AIDS  treat¬ 
ment  and  access  to  experimen¬ 
tal  drugs  used  in  other  coun¬ 
tries,  as  well  as  international 
AIDS  research  cooperation. 

According  to  Boneberg,  the 
MAA’s  nine-point  plan  is  the  first 
comprehensive  strategy  put  forth 


thus  far. 

Concurrent  with  the  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  weekend  vigil  and  rally,  the 
MAA  sponsored  a  similar  event  in 
Washington,  D.C.  On  Sunday 
night,  October  27,  approximately 
150-200  people  held  a  vigil  at  Du¬ 
pont  Circle.  Delegates  from  San 
Francisco  and  from  eight  other 
U.S.  cities  that  decided  not  to  hold 
a  vigil  attended  the  Washington 
event.  Several  of  the  delegates 
from  Seattle,  Oakland,  San  Diego, 
San  Francisco,  Atlanta,  Boston, 
Baltimore,  and  Washington  D.C. 


spoke  at  the  Sunday  event.  The 
next  morning,  the  delegates  in 
groups  of  six  or  seven  met  with 
House  Speaker  Thomas  “Tip” 
O’Neill;  O’Neill’s  general  counsel 
Kirk  O’Donald;  Dr.  Mona  Safar- 
ty,  an  aide  to  Sen.  Edward  Ken¬ 
nedy  on  the  Labor  and  Human 
Resources  Committee;  and  Dr. 
James  Mason,  assistant  secretary 
of  Health  and  Human  Services, 
formerly  under  Margaret  Heckler. 

Dean  Sandmeyer,  organizer  of 
the  Washington  vigil  and  coor¬ 
dinator  of  the  Monday  morning 
meetings,  told  GCN  that  the  MAA 
delegates  stressed  the  importance 
of  confidentiality  and  anonymity 
in  HTLV-III  antibody  testing,  and 
the  need  for  more  money  for 
community-based  programs,  as 
outlined  in  the  nine -point  plan. 
Sandmeyer  called  the  meetings 
“favorable”  and  told  GCN  he  is 
“pleased  with  how  far  [Assistant 
Secretary]  Mason  has  come....  He 
has  made  a  180-degree  turn  since 
May,”  when  the  first  MAA- 
sponsored  vigil  was  held. 

According  to  Sandmeyer, 
Mason  told  the  group  of  delegates 
that  he  spends  80  percent  of  his 
time  on  the  AIDS  issue.  Sand¬ 
meyer  stated  he  believes  this  is  a 
considerable  amount  of  time  con¬ 
sidering  that  Mason  is  responsible 
for  policies  concerning  some  1000 
diseases. 

Jim  McIntyre,  one  of  two  MAA 
Boston  delegates  sent  to 
Washington,  spoke  at  the  vigil 
Sunday  night.  McIntyre  said  that 
the  vigil  was  emotional  and  well- 
attended.  “People  who  would 
normally  send  checks  in  response 
showed  up  in  person.”  McIntyre 
also  met  with  Mason,  and  told 
GCN  that  while  Mason  was  some¬ 
what  rhetorical,  he  appeared  to 
support  the  development  of  educa¬ 
tional  programs  for  AIDS.  Mein- 


the  brilliant  new  season  of 


THE  BOSTON  GAY  MEN’S  CHORD 


1985  - 1986 


STRIKE  THE  HARP  & 
JOIN  THE  CHORUS 

Saturday,  December  14,  8  p.m. 

Highlight  your  holiday  season  with  an  evening 
of  songs  for  Christmas,  Hanukkah,  and  the 
winter  season.  From  Charpenticr’s 
“Magnificat”  with  string  trio  and  eontinuo  to 
“  ‘Twas  The  Night  Before  Christmas”  and,  of 
course,  the  Chorus’s  traditional  rousing 
sinealong  finale. 


Robert  Barney,  Music  Director 


LIGHTS!  CAMERA! 
CHORUS! 


Saturday,  March  15,  8  p.m. 

All  the  world’s  a  musical  stage  for  the  Boston 
Gay  Men’s  Chorus  as  they  kick  up  their  heels 
with  music  from  stage  and  screen.  Enjoy  a  s-s 
night  on  the  lighter  side  —  the  glitter  of 
Hollywood,  the  wit  of  light  opera,  a 
pizza/  pf  .Broadway! 


WE  TOO  HAVE 
SONG  TO  SING! 

Friday,  June  13,  8  p.m^ 

Join  the  Chorus  for  a  celebration  of  music, 
fun,  and  jubilant  song  on  pf  occasion  that 
promises  to  be  festive  indeed!  This  concert  is 
not  only  special  to  us,  as  we  come  together  as  a 
community  singing  with  Pride,  but  will  be  our 
last  major  concert  before  performing  in 
Minneapolis  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Choruses 
Festival. 


with  more  music  and  more  men 

All  subscription  concerts  are  at  Jordan  Hall  at  the  New  England  Conservatory  of  Music 
( corner  of  Huntington  and  Gainsborough  Streets)  dr 


Our  Fourth  and  Biggest  Season  Yet! 

■  ■■■  mm  mmm  mam  mm  mm  mm  mmm  mm  mm  mmm  mm  m  ■■vKnmm  mm  mmm  mm  mm  mmm  mm  mm  mmti&im  mm  mm  worn  mb  mm  ^m  mm  mm  mm  mm  mm  mm  mm  mm  ^m  mm  m 


SEASON  TICKETS 


Subscribe  Now  and  Save! 


Number  of  season  subscriptions: 

_  $10  seats  at  $25  each  (save  $5) 

□  orchestra  □  balcony 

_  $8  seats  at  $20  each  (save  $4) 

□  orchestra  □  balcony 

Total  amount  enclosed:  $ _ 


Please  send  this  form  with  check  payable  to:  Bay  State  Performing  Arts,  Inc., 
P.O.  Box  1348,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117 
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The  Healing  of  Body  and  Soul 


By  Carl  W.  Mann 
Please  allow  me  to  introduce 
myself.  I  have  filled  many  roles  in 
my  life,  and  expect  to  fill  many 
more  before  passing  on  to  the  next 
one.  At  the  moment  I  earn  my  liv¬ 
ing  as  a  technical  writer,  and  enjoy 

Coming 

Out 

the  work  thoroughly.  In  my  spare 
(?)  time,  I  do  volunteer  work  for 
two  of  the  finest  organizations 
ever  to  grace  Boston:  First  Church 
of  Christ,  Scientist  (Newburyport 
branch)  and  Gay  Community 
News.  Although  to  many  these  ac¬ 
tivities  may  appear  mutually  ex¬ 


clusive,  they  integrate  very  well  in¬ 
deed. 

Without  benefit  of  the  healing 
which  my  mind  received  through 
the  study  of  Christian  Science,  I 
could  never  have  written  this  arti¬ 
cle.  Up  to  two  years  ago,  I  was 
plagued  by  a  persistent,  obsessive, 
homophobic  outlook  which 
twisted  and  distorted  my  entire 
perspective  on  life  and  living.  The 
jobs  I  took,  the  friends  I  made,  the 
relationships  I  held  with  others 
and  myself  were  all  filtered 
through  the  dark  crystal  of  my 
mortal  fear.  Not  only  was  I 
miserable.without  knowing  why  — 
I  consistently  dealt  out  discomfort 
and  misery  to  others  as  well.  The 
real  reasons  for  this  behavior  I  kept 


hidden  away  within  my  little  self.  I 
lived  in  daily  terror  of  discovery 
and  of  being  approached  by  “one 
of  THEM!’’ 

Christian  Science  arrived  at  my 
doorstep  as  the  final  event  of  a 
totally  bizarre  series  of  incidents 
which  had  left  me  drained,  insane, 
and  in  the  throes  of  what  Christian 
Science  characterizes  in  its  unique 
vocabulary  as  “moral  chemicaliza¬ 
tion.”  (The  synonym  in  textbook 
English  is  “nervous  breakdown.”) 
I  took  up  the  study  of  the  Bible 
and  the  Chrstian  Science  text¬ 
book,  Science  and  Health  with 
Key  to  the  Scriptures  by  Mary 
Baker  Eddy  for  a  very  good 
reason:  the  likely  alternative  was 
an  extended  stay  in  a  Com¬ 


monwealth  mental  health  facility. 
One  of  the  results  of  my  decision 
to  rely  on  God  to  rebuild  my  every¬ 
day  self  was  this:  I  became  a  per¬ 
son  with  no  need  to  cling  to  many 
of  the  commonly  held  beliefs 
which  restrict  and  enslave  man¬ 
kind.  One  of  these  beliefs  had  to 
do  with  the  importance  that 
gender  and  sexuality  possess  in  the 
way  of  things.  Along  the  way  to 
this  realization  (which  is  still  un¬ 
folding  as  I  live,  grow,  and  study), 
I  stumbled  upon  the  real  reason 
for  my  former  behavior. 

This  reason  will  doubtless  sur¬ 
prise  very  few  GCN  readers.  For 
the  first  time,  I  had  to  come  to 
grips  with  my  most  deeply  re¬ 
pressed  human  feelings  and 


preferences.  The  struggle  which 
ensued  often  brought  me  to  my 
knees.  When  all  the  smoke 
cleared,  though,  I  had  no  choice 
but  to  accept  this  fact:  Any  sexual 
behavior  which  is  contrary  to  a 
person’s  true  nature  is  intrinsically 
perverted.  This  is  true  both  in  the 
human  and  the  spiritual  sense, 
regardless  of  the  orientation  of  a 
person’s  alleged  sexuality.  It  is 
therefore  morally  imperative  that 
any  genuinely  spiritual  instruction 
recognize  the  equal  stature  (or 
non-stature)  of  EVERY  form  of 
human  sexual  expression  in  the 
Divine  order.  No  particular  type 
or  “flavor”  of  sexuality  deserves 

Continued  on  page  8 


P0KI5:  HAS  A  THING 
B£/NG  THE  BUTCH- 


HAWK-  TAKES  THING'S 
AS  THEY  Cg/AE  . 


AUR/A 
WHICH  (rOfrS 
OFF  |N 
MOYUS  * 
CONCERTS 


IRENE* 
WES  LISTS. 


-Floram  Travel,  Inc, - 

1  -800-524-21 43 

All  Major  Credit- Cards  Accepted 
No  Service  Charges 
Lowest  Prices 


Low 
Low  Low 
Rates  on 
Air-Hotels- 
Cars  &  Ships 


Exotic  Ports 
Exciting  Cruises 
Romantic  Resorts 


Great  for  Groups 
small  and  large 


Open  Year  Round 


IN  THE  HEART  OF  STOWE,  VERMONT 


NOVEMBER  SPECIALS 


Veterans  Day  Getaway 
_ Package _ 

Nov.  8,  9  &  10 
Motel  Room  3  Nights 
3  Full  Breakfasts 

7C  Per  person 

tfP  /  }  •  VF  vl  double  occupancy 

Hot  Tub  —  Spa  — 
Fireplace  —  Game 
Room  —  BYOB  Lounge 

1390  Mountain  Road 
Stowe,  VT  05672 
(802)  253-4772 


Thanksgiving  Special 

Arrive  Wednesday  Nov.  27 
Depart  Sunday  Dec.  1 

^  1 1  o  on  pcr  person 

iJP  JL  1.  y  .  U  Vr  double  occupancy 

Pkg  incl.: 

Motel  Room  4  Nights 
4  Full  Breakfasts 

A  Traditional 
Thanksgiving 
Dinner! 

Thanksgiving  Weekend 
opens  the  Ski  Season! 


Allegro  Productions  Presents 
AN  EVENING  OF  FEMINIST  HUMOR  WITH 

Kate  Clinton 

delightful . . .  sharp .  .  outrageously  irreverent' 


with  special  guest 
singer/songwriter 

Patty  Larkin 


Saturday,  November  23 

8:00  p.m. 
Strand  Theatre 
543  Columbia  Rd.,  Dorchester  g 

Sign  Language  Interpreted 
Tickets  $9  in  advance,  $10  at  the  door 

all  seats  reserved 
tickets  available  from:  Sandy's  Music, 
Out  of  Town  Tickets,  Glad  Day  Bookshop, 
Red  Bookstore,  Hub  Tickets,  ConcertCharge  497-1 118, 
or  by  mail:  send  check/money  order  and  S.A.S.E 
to:  Allegro  Productions,  P.O.  Box  469, 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 

FOR  MORE  INFORMATION  (617)  547-1378 
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UTUCCS 
■<4  KEY  WEST 


-  THE  GUESTHOUSE  — 

Providing  distinctive  accommodations  since  1978 

725  White  St.  (at  Petronia),  Key  West,  FL  33040 
305/294-7381 


Tell  ’em  you  saw 
their  ad  in  GCN\ 


OPEN  YEAR  ROUND 


(617)  487-2529 


The 

GUEST  HOUSE 

WILL  McDOUGALD  26  BRADFORD  STREET 

GARY  LESAGE  PROVINCETOWN,  MASS.  02657 

Patricia  Shannon 


The  Healing  of  Body  and  Soul 

Continued from  page  7 


to  be  promoted  over  any  other;  all 
are  founded  in  the  belief  of  life  in 
matter  which  is  considered  by 
Christian  Scientists  to  be  the  prime 
example  of  opposition  to  an  om¬ 
nipresent,  omnipotent,  entirely 
spiritual  God  and  an  equally 
spiritual  creation:  Man.  It  is  equal¬ 
ly  important  that  every  student  of 
spiritual  science  be  afforded  equal 
“growing  room”:  that  is,  the 
fearless,  loving  environment 
necessary  for  that  person  to  arrive 
at  the  practical  realization  of  unity 
with  God  which  is  the  touchstone 
of  the  spiritual  life. 

Thankfully,  this  environment 
exists  in  its  infancy  within  the 
structure  of  the  human  Church 
organization.  Unfortunately,  such 
an  atmosphere  is  not  universal. 
Many  honest  Christian  Scientists 
have  discovered  this.  In  attempts 
to  discuss  these  ideas  with  fellow 
Scientists,  I  have  encountered 
reactions  which  serve  as  strong  in¬ 
dicators  of  the  tenacious  nature  of 
the  mortal  (that  is,  not  part  of 
God)  belief  of  homophobia.  There 
is  no  need  to  catalogue  the  symp¬ 
toms  of  the  disease;  they  are  no 
doubt  family  to  GCN  readers. 
Life’s  a  funny  old  thing.  At  one 


time  or  another,  I  have  done  to 
others  everything  that  1  have  since 
experienced  at  the  hands  of  equal¬ 
ly  sincere  (not  to  mention  deluded) 
people.  I  supsect  that  the  perspec¬ 
tive  I  am  now  gaining  will  be  of 
vital  importance  in  the  years 
ahead. 

That’s  the  “bad  part.”  Actual¬ 


ly,  it’s  not  all  that  bad.  As  I  com¬ 
mented  to  a  staff  member  who  ex¬ 
pressed  sympathy  for  what  seemed 
to  her  my  hard  plight,  one  gets  a 
lot  of  help  along  the  way.  There  is 
no  question  that  I  know  who  my 
real  friends  are.  Each  challenge  by 
a  frightened,  ignorant  fellow  stu¬ 
dent  (most  often  terrorized  by 
beliefs  instilled  during  childhood) 
enables  me  to  rely  that  much  more 


thoroughly  upon  the  Love  in 
which  we  are  said  (and  proven  in 
Christian  Science)  to  live,  move, 
and  have  our  being.  Mrs.  Eddy,  its 
Discoverer  and  Founder,  defined 
Church  as  “The  structure  of  Truth 
and  Love;  whatever  rests  upon  and 
proceeds  from  divine  Principle. 
The  Church  is  that  institution, 


which  affords  proof  of  its  utility 
and  is  found  elevating  the  race, 
rousing  the  dormant  understan¬ 
ding  from  material  beliefs  to  the 
apprehension  of  spiritual  ideas 
and  the  demonstration  of  divine 
Science,  thereby  casting  out  devils, 
or  error,  and  healing  the  sick.” 
(Science  and  Health  with  Key  to 

Continued  on  page  13 


For  the  first  time ,  I  had  to  come  to 
grips  with  my  most  deeply 
repressed  human  feelings  and 
preferences .  The  struggle  which 
ensued  often  brought  me  to  my 
knees . 


SPECIAL  TITLES  INCLUDE: 


WOMEN  in  CINEMA 
& 

GAY  THEMES  IN  FILM 


WOMEN’S  MUSIC 
JAZZ 

CLASSICAL 
RHYTHM  &  BLUES 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 

55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


MIDWEEK  SPECIAL  -  10 %  off  all 
albums  and  tapes 

(Tues  &  Wed  only) 


HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10am  ’til  9pm 
Sun.  Noon  ’til  7pm  gcn 


®l|?3fatrbattk0  3nn 

Jinr  Arrmnmobattons 


Announcing  a  different  approach 
to  the 

Weekend  Escape 


Cal  tor  write  today  for  your  passport  to 
an  exciting  getaway 


90  Bradford  Street,  Provincetown,  MA  02657 
(617)  487-0386  Don  Graichen,  proprietor 


The  Fourth  Annual 

Community  Recognition  Dinner 

for  the 

Lesbian  &  Gay  Community  of  Boston 

honoring 

Kenneth  Mayer,  M.D. 

Holly  Ladd 
Michael  Schloff 

Gay  &  Lesbian  Defense  Committee 
The  Pride  Committee 
Black  &  White  Men  Together 
Jean  McGuire 

Friday  November  15,  1985  6:30  p.m. 

China  Pearl  Banquet  Hall,  9  Tyler  Street,  Chinatown 

Tickets:  $20  from 

Glad  Day  Bookshop  or  New  Words  Bookstore, 
or  by  mail  from  the  Alliance, 

P.O.  Box  65,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117. 

Reservations  can  be  made  and 

low-income  ticket  information  is  available  by  calling  739-1520. 
The  event  will  be  signed  for  the  hearing-impaired. 

Sponsored  by  the  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance. 


FOR  A  VACATION  IN 
TROPICAL  SPLENDOR... 


Spindrift 

A  Tropical  Resort  In 

Key  West 


Pool  •  Sundecks  &  Patios 
•  A/C,  TV,  Private  Bath. 
Adjacent  Restaurant  •  Gardens 
&  Snack  Bar  •  Wine  &  Beer 

Hostess: 

Helen  Schwartz 

Slmonton  Street  •  Key  West,  Florida  33040 1 


WOMENCRAFTS,  Celebrating  our  10th  year 
373  Commercial  St.  /  Provincetown,  MA  02657  /  (617)  487-2501 
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Salem  AIDS  Forum 


-  Notch  Shore 
Gay  AND  liSBWi 
Alliance 


Panelists  respond  to  questions  at  an  AIDS  forum  held  in  Salem, 
Mass.,  Tuesday,  October  22.  (From  left  to  right:  Deadra  Blair, 
registered  nurse  at  Salem  Hospital;  Dr.  John  Beldekas,  Boston 
University  Medical  School  and  AIDS  researcher;  Douglas  Burritt, 
AIDS  Action  Committee/Support  Services  Team  volunteer  and 
member  of  the  steering  committee  of  the  North  Shore  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  (NSGLA);  Larry  Kessler,  director  of  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee;  Joseph  Antonelli,  also  a  steering  committee  member  of 
NSGLA;  and  Robert  Archambault,  AIDS  Action  Committee/Sup¬ 
port  Services  Team  volunteer.  Not  pictured  by  request  are  two  people 
with  AIDS  who  also  addressed  the  audience.) 

Sponsored  by  NSGLA,  the  forum  provided  the  newest  research 
information  about  AIDS,  AIDS-related  complex,  and  the  interna¬ 
tional  aspects  of  the  AIDS  crisis.  A  primarily  gay  and  lesbian  au¬ 
dience  of  over  60  people,  half  men  and  half  women  from  the  greater 
North  Shore  and  Merrimack  Valley  area,  attended.  Educational 
forums  on  AIDS  are  rarely  offered  in  Massachusetts  outside  of 
Boston,  and  the  local  gay  and  lesbian  community  is  consequently  less 
well  informed  about  the  AIDS  crisis.  NSGLA  sponsored  a  similar 
event  last  March,  attended  almost  exclusively  by  gay  men. 

For  more  information  about  NSGLA,  call  (617)  745-3848  for  a 
recorded  message,  or  write  NSGLA,  P.O.  Box  806,  Marblehead,  MA 
01945. 


SUBSCRIBE 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 
CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 


40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840 


(617)683-7676 


.1080  . BELMONT  STREET 
WATERTOWN  MA  02172 


489-4047 


Gay  operoted 
Doug  &  Jay 


HAIR  SKIN  NAILS 

MEN  AND  WOMEN 

AVflNTGARDt  NEWWAVf  TRADITIONAL 
WAXING  MAXf  UP  PfRMS  COLORS 


Minutes  from  Rf  178  &  Mass  P •  W c 


Stephen  Ansolabehere 

Attorney-at-Law 

Landlord/Lease  Problems 
Wills/Probate 
Real  Estate  Transactions 
Relationship  Contracts 
Estate  Planning 
Criminal  &  Civil  Trials 
Injury  Claims 
Partnerships/Corporations 
426-9244 
132  Boylston  Street 

Boston,  MA  021 1 6 


poWWOWJ 


“AND  'fafCDESSEPdr..’ 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
617-353  1500 


LOOKING  AT 
USED  CARS  ? 

Before  buying  one,  bring  it  to 
us  for  a  complete  evaluation. 
!$20.  for  4  or  6  cylinder  cars  — 
$5.  extra  for  V-8,  van  or  A/C 
(with  this  ad).  If  you  would  like 
a  woman  mechanic  to  work  on 
your  car,  please  say  so  when 
you  make  your  appointment. 

J.8lS.  automotive 

277  Northampton  Street 
2670300 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  022 15 


healthy  teeth. ..they’re  a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 
Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


JlCargarei  TIC.  Sapre 

insurance  Tiyeney 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


COUNSELING  AND 


876-4488 

OFFERING 


vm. 


CONSULTATION,  INC. 


INMAN  SQUARE,  CAMBRIDGE 

individual,  couple  and  family 
therapy  for  women  and  men 

supervision  for 

mental  health  professionals 

consultation  to  organizations 
insurance  accepted 


Providing  service  to  the  women  s  community  &  the  greater  Boston  area  since  1973 


Gabriel  Brooke,  Innkeeper 


Open  Year  Round 
Cable  TV  &  Coffee 
Hot  Tub  &  Sun  Deck 
In  the  Center  of  Town 


Qabriel  s 

apartments  &  guest  rooms 
for  women  &  their  friends 


(617)  487-3232 
104  Bradford  Street 


Provincetown,  MA  02657 


Active,  Goal-oriented 

Therapy  for  Shyness 

•  Difficulties  in  meeting  new  people 
•Anxiety  about  forming  relationships 

We  develop  an  individual  program  of  therapy,  explain  it  to  you  in 
detail,  and  then  encourage  you  to  evaluate  your  own  progress  toward 
specific  goals. 

Our  Licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  more  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


to 


bchayior 

associates 


45  Newbury  Street.  Boston 
Near  the  Arlington  Street  MBTA 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy. 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS- 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02 115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02 143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


North 

Open  12  Noon 
Call  for  Titles 
720-4979 


inema~A 


Arthur  ].  Bressan  has  been  active  in  the  gay  move¬ 
ment  for  15  years  and  has  been  making  movies  —  about 
gay  people  —  for  12  of  those  years.  In  1974  his  first 
feature,  Passing  Strangers,  won  first  prize  at  the  San 
Francisco  Erotic  Film  Festival.  His  other  erotic  films  — - 
which  he  prefers  to  call  porn  —  include  Forbidden  Let¬ 
ters,  which  was  shown  at  the  Berlin  Film  Festival,  Daddy 
Dearest  and  Pleasure  Beach,  which  won  seven  awards  at 
last  year's  Los  Angeles  Gay  Film  Festival.  In  1977  he 
made  the  documentary  GAY  USA,  which  chronicled 
gay/lesbian  pride  marches  all  over  the  U.S.  And  in  1983 
he  released  Abuse,  a  startling  examination  of  parental 
child  abuse  and  intergene  rational  sex.  Abuse  played 
several  European  film  festivals  and  is  a  standard  of  gay 
film  festivals  in  this  country. 

It  took  Bressan  five  days  to  write  Buddies,,  and  a  few 
more  weeks  to  film  and  edit.  More  than  any  of  his  other 
films,  he  describes  it  as  a  "labor  of  love. " 


Politics 
within  the 
Community 


i  m  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  ii  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  ii  ii  i  i  i  i  i  i  i  i 


FILMMAKER  ARTHUR 
BRESSAN  ON  AIDS 


l  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  I  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l  l 


By  Michael  Bronski 


Bronski:  Why  did  you  make  Buddies? 

Bressan:  How  many  dead  friends,  how  many  sick 
friends  do  you  have  to  have  before  you  decide  to  do 
something?  When  the  numbers  got  really  high,  I  decid¬ 
ed  to  make  a  dramatic  movie  about  AIDS. 

Bronski:  Did  you  find,  as  a  filmmaker ,  that  you  were 
prepared  to  deal  with  material  that  was  so  close  to  you? 

Bressan:  The  emotional  proximity  of  AIDS  made 
Buddies  difficult  and  different  for  me.  So  rather  than 
fight  it,  I  wrote  the  script  from  my  heart  and  for  the 
first  time  didn't  think  about  the  critics,  the  audience  or 
even  the  financial  backers.  The  film  just  tumbled  out 
of  me  with  both  laughter  and  great  sadness. 

Bronski:  How  was  this  different  from  making  your  porno 
films,  or  even  Abuse? 

Bressan:  In  all  my  other  films  there  is  always  an  up 
resolution.  Not  necessarily  a  happy  ending,  but  a  feel¬ 
ing  of  positive,  almost  naive  gay  pride.  In  Buddies  the 
stakes  are  higher  and  the  resolution,  although  up,  is 
against  a  very  dark  background.  There  is  very  little 
fantasy  in  Buddies.  It's  probably  the  most  realistic  pic¬ 
ture  I've  made. 


in  the  hospital  room  with  an  AIDS  patient.  I  felt  it  was 
very  important  to  show  that  people  with  AIDS,  and 
their  friends,  still  have  a  real  pivotal,  essential  erotic 
life. 

Bronski:  If  you  made  more  pom  movies  now,  would  you 
as  a  director  as  the  actors,  even  if  they  were  willing  to  do 
so,  to  perform  "unsafe  sex"  on  the  screen? 

Bressan:  Porno  has  always  been  80  percent  safe  sex 
anyway.  Remember  when  people  always  complained 
that  porn  actors  always  had  to  "come"  outside  of  the 
other  person's  body?  They  said  it  was  unnatural.  Now 
it's  in  all  the  pamphlets  and  posters. 

If  I  did  another  porn  film,  I  would  do  everything  I 
did  in  the  past,  but  the  great  new  scene  would  show, 
on  film,  what  lots  of  gay  men  have  always  known:  that 
with  the  right,  hot  guy,  condoms  are  a  turn-on.  I've 
always  been  more  concerned  with  what's  going  on  in 
my  characters'  heads  than  with  their  bodies.  These 
days  imagination  is  finally  being  recognized  as  the 
key,  crucial  element  in  not  only  getting  off,  but  getting 
gratified. 

Bad  porn  to  me  has  always  been  boring  porn. 
Good  porn  has  always  captured  the  intensity  of  sex: 
the  intensity  of  mind  and  matter. 


group  sees  itself  as  cooperating  with,  and  happy  in,  the 
mainstream.  It's  this  new  group  which  has  beer 
brought  "out"  by  the  AIDS  crisis  and,  in  many  cases, 
is  doing  a  lot  of  the  work:  personing  the  phones,  rais¬ 
ing  the  funds,  fighting  the  quiet  battles.  Buddies  tries  tc 
show  that  these  two  groups  —  the  old  guard  and  the 
new  workers  —  must  get  together  and  pool  their  ex¬ 
perience  and  energies.  Up  to  now  both  groups  have  re¬ 
mained,  if  not  estranged,  at  least  strangers  to  one 
another. 

Bronski:  And  where  do  you  see  the  "old  guard ”  now? 

Bressan:  A  lot  of  them  —  and  I  should  say  "us”  — 
seem  to  be  in  retirement.  And  to  many,  our  methods  — 
which  seemed  fringy  in  the  '70s  —  now  seem  strident 
and  inappropriate.  And  yet  it's  this  old  guard  that  has 
the  experience  and  political  savvy  for  organizing  and 
action.  I  think  a  lot  of  these  people  are  feeling  left  out 
and  obsolete.  With  gay  male  sexuality  under  so  much 
criticism,  the  old  message  seems  to  have  lost  its  ap¬ 
peal.  And  yet  in  debate  and  discussion,  the  new 
generation  seems  tongue-tied,  timid  when  it  comes  to 
defending  not  just  civil  rights,  but  the  emotional/sex- 
ual  rights  of  gay  people.  The  two  characters  in  Buddies 
stand  for  these  two  groups. 


Bronski:  But  even  in  Buddies  —  especially  when  Robert, 
the  person  with  AIDS,  is  watching  the  VCR  —  you  hint 
that  fantasy  and  the  imagination  are  important,  even  vital 
to  people's  lives. 

Bressan:  Yeah.  Buddies  is  a  love  story  about  a  way  of 
loving  that  has  rarely  been  shown  in  gay  or  straight 
films.  It's  sexual  and  emotional,  though  not  necessari¬ 
ly  genital. 

Bronski:  Is  this  a  direct  turnabout  from  your  porn  films? 

Bressan:  Only  on  the  surface.  In  my  porn  films  the 
big  criticism  was  always  that  they  were  too  emotional  — 
more  face  than  phallus.  So  it  wasn't  hard  for  me  in 
Buddies  to  emphasize  the  romantic  and  the  erotic,  even 


Bronski:  The  intensity  in  Buddies  is  not  only  in  the  story 
of  Robert,  but  also  of  the  growing  political  awareness  of 
David,  his  helper. 

Bressan:  Buddies  is  not  only  about  AIDS,  but  also 
where  gay  life  has  been  —  politically  and  culturally  — 
and  where  it  is  now.  It's  about  the  old  political  vision 
of  gay  liberation  —  marching,  protesting  —  versus  the 
post-Harvey  Milk  generation.  These  gay  people,  like 
most  of  America,  ignore  politics.  Buddies  is  what  hap¬ 
pens  when  these  two  visions  cross. 

Bronski:  In  what  way? 

Bressan:  Well,  the  old  vision  tended  to  see  people  in 
the  "us"  versus  "them"  mentality:  the  homosexual 
minority  against  the  heterosexual  majority.  This  new 


Bronski:  Why  do  these  characters  interact  the  way  they 
do? 

Bressan:  Robert,  the  person  with  AIDS,  always  uses 
the  personal,  the  sexual  and  erotic  to  prod  and  even 
goad  his  very  middle-class  buddy  into  facing  the  facts, 
not  only  of  private  life,  but  of  a  public  responsibility. 

Bronski:  You  describe  David  as  being  "very  middle- 
class.  "  Is  this  emblematic  of  how  you  see  the  course  of  the 
gay  movement  in  the  past  10  years? 

Bressan:  Yes.  I  think  that  the  gay  movement  has 
been,  reluctantly,  dragged  into  the  '80s  with  the  AIDS 
crisis.  What  was  once  considered  politically  un¬ 
fashionable  is  now  what  many  gay  people  seem  to  en¬ 
thusiastically  strive  for.  In  Buddies,  David  says,  "I  am 
security-oriented.  I  have  no  need  to  separate  myself 


from  people  by  using  the  gay  label.  I  am  under  no  com¬ 
pulsion  to  come  out  or  be  out  to  the  world.  I  think 
that's  where  most  gay  people  are  today."  And  whether 
we  like  it  or  not,  we  have  to  speak  to  that  condition. 


Bronski:  Can  anyone  —  especially  a  movie  —  resolve 
this  conflict? 

Bressan:  Buddies  takes  a  stab  at  resolving  it.  Robert 
realizes  that  a  lot  of  his  old  rhetoric  is  bullshit,  but  that 
there  is  still  a  lot  of  truth  there:  One,  that  gay  visibility 
—  being  true  to  yourself  —  is  important.  Two,  that  be¬ 
ing  alone,  especially  politically,  is  not  healthy.  That 
you  have  to  have  a  group,  friends,  to  count  on.  And 
thirdly,  most  importantly,  is  that  you  have  to  be  will¬ 
ing  to  fight.  These  are  things  that  Robert  gives  to 
David. 

Bronski:  That's  a  clear  picture  of  Robert.  What  about 
the  other  side? 


Bressan:  David  is  the  archetypal  person  helping  with 
AIDS  today.  He  has  a  job,  security,  education,  and  ar¬ 
ticulation,  yet  he's  not  very  political.  Certainly  in  no 
way  radical.  And  not  disposed  to  put  up  a  fight,  or 
even  disturb  a  dinner  party  where  fag  jokes  might  be 
uttered.  He  does  his  work  at  the  gay  crisis  center  and 
then  goes  home  and  has  a  few  drinks  —  maybe  three 
too  many  —  and  cries  himself  to  sleep.  Privately.  Peo¬ 
ple  like  David,  in  the  early  days  of  gay  liberation,  were 
the  butt  of  jokes.  They  didn't  belong,  with  their 
business  suits,  their  trust  in  the  system,  and  their 
belief  in  the  American  dream.  Yet  these  are  the  peo¬ 
ple,  all  the  Davids,  at  all  the  AIDS  pro¬ 
jects/centers/committees/groups,  who  are  changing 
bed  pans,  writing  letters,  and  holding  dying  gay  men 
in  their  arms.  Buddies  is  partially  their  story. 

I  am  hoping  that  the  film  will  give  all  the  Davids  a 
chance  to  laugh  and  cry  —  as  an  audience  —  and  ex¬ 
perience  what  so  many  of  us  did  in  the  '70s:  the  com¬ 
munal  experience,  the  collective  experience.  An  ex¬ 
perience  that  empowers  the  individual  because  he  is 
part  of  a  group.  He  is  with  his  own. 


Bronski:  So  is  Buddies  an  attempt  to  reconcile  the  two 
groups? 

Bressan:  The  AIDS  crisis  has  made  name-calling  ob¬ 
solete.  Calling  someone  politically  incorrect,  or  calling 
someone  a  colorless  Republican,  just  won't  play 
anymore.  It  cuts  no  ice,  carries  no  weight.  There  is  no 
one  keeping  account  books  in  a  leftist  sky.  With  AIDS 
you  are  dealing  with  people  in  pain,  people  who  are, 
quite  literally,  dying  in  the  streets. 


Bronski:  Is  that  why  there  are  only  two  characters  in 
Buddies.7 


Bressan:  It  was  a  cinematic,  stylistic  choice.  I  wanted 
to  force  the  audience  to  look  and  deal  with  only  these 
two  people.  There  is  no  place  to  hide  in  Buddies.  No 
production  numbers,  no  diversions  or  excuses. 


Bronski:  How  did  the :  actors  relate  to  their  roles?  And 
how  did  you  direct  them  and  still  let  the  acting  fill  up  the 
screen? 


Bressan:  I  wrote  the  script  with  Geoff  Edholm  and 
David  Schacter  in  mind.  They  are  both  strong  stage  ac¬ 
tors.  That  meant  total  commitment  to  the  characters, 
the  complete  submergence  in  the  role.  Three  weeks 
into  rehearsal,  Geoff  was  convinced  he  had,  or  was 
getting,  AIDS,  since  that's  the  part  he  was  playing. 
We  rehearsed  five  weeks  and  my  only  job  was  to  get 
them  to  underplay  and  avoid  stage  conventions. 


Bronski:  Where  do  you  see  Buddies'  place  in  movies  — 
both  Hollywood  and  the  independents  —  today? 


Bressan:  I.  don't  know  of  too  many  American  direc¬ 
tors  raising  the  money  and  rushing  gleefully  into  the 
marketplace  with  narrative  features  about  AIDS.  It 
was  lonely  raising  the  money  and  I  suspect  it's  going  to 
be  just  as  lonely  making  it  back.  Despite  the  fact  that  I 
think  Buddies  is  my  best  film  and  has  even  moved  the 
people  who  have  hated  it  to  tears. 

Bronski:  So  you  consider  moving  an  entire  audience  to 
tears  a  major  success  in  filmmaking? 


Bressan:  You  bet.  America  has  never  shed  tears  for 
gay  people.  We've  hardly  shed  them  for  ourselves.  If 
you  can't  mourn  your  own  dead,  your  laughter  is 
hollow.  I  made  Buddies  so  that  people  who  think  of 
AIDS  as  only  statistics  happening  to  them  that  ain't  in 
what  the  TV  calls  the  "general  population"  will  feel 
and  know  that  AIDS  is  happening  to  real  people.  And 
for  those  people  who  already  know  this,  Buddies  is  a 
chance,  a  rare  chance,  to  let  the  real  tears  come  over 
something  that's  sad:  young  men  cut  off  in  the  prime 
of  their  lives  before  having  the  chance  to  live,  laugh, 
love,  and  make  their  contribution  to  the  world. 

The  AIDS  Action  Committee  is  sponsoring  the 
Boston  premiere  of  Buddies  at  the  Orson  Welles  Cinema 
on  Thursday,  Nov.  7.  Call  437-6200  for  details. 


BUDDIES 


C.H.  Montagna 

All  Talk,  No  Emotion 


Reviewed  by  Clifford  Gallo 

Arthur  Bressan's  Buddies  is  a  well- 
intentioned,  though  not  entirely  successful,  at¬ 
tempt  to  educate  the  film-going  public  about  the 
plight  of  people  with  AIDS.  While  no  one  can 
fault  Bressan  for  his  motivations,  Buddies  tries  to 
cover  too  many  major  issues  besides  AIDS,  such 
as  explorations  into  gay  politics  and  what  it  is  to 
be  a  gay  man.  At  its  best  Buddies  has  moments  of 
poignancy;  at  its  worst,  it's  like  a  celluloid  ver¬ 
sion  of  an  AIDS  information  kit. 

One  of  the  problems  with  a  film  that  centers 
on  someone  who  is  dying  is  the  predictability  of 
the  outcome.  It's  no  surprise  when  a  character 
dies,  and  we  spend  the  whole  film  dreading  it,  or 
hoping  for  it,  depending  on  the  film's  level  of 
competency.  Film-makers  have  two  options: 
either  begin  the  film  with  a  healthy  person  and 
trace  his  or  her  decline,  or  start  off  with  a  sick 
person  and  reminisce  about  the  good  old  healthy 
times.  For  the  most  part,  Buddies  follows  the  lat¬ 
ter  route,  topped  with  a  huge  dose  of  pedantry. 

The  film  opens  (and  closes)  with  a  shot  of  a 
computer  printing  a  long  list  of  names  —  people 
who  have  died  of  AIDS.  A  few  moments  later, 
David  Bennett,  looking  like  a  haus  frau  from 
outer  space  in  protective  hospital  garments, 
enters  the  AIDS  isolation  ward  at  St.  Matthew's 
Hospital  in  New  York.  David  has  volunteered  to 
be  a  "buddy”  —  a  friend  and  visitor  —  to  Robert, 
a  California  gardener  who  is  dying  of  AIDS.  At 
first,  David,  who  lives  with  his  lover  Steve  and 
who  has  never  been  rejected  by  the  people 
closest  to  him  because  of  his  homosexuality, 
regrets  volunteering.  Robert,  who  was  disowned 
by  his  parents  for  being  gay  and  dropped  by  a 
lover  for  having  AIDS,  strikes  him  as  being  too 
inquisitive  and  too  political.  As  the  film  pro¬ 
gresses  and  the  bond  between  them  grows, 
David's  feelings  grow  from  regret  to  love. 

The  film  presents  some  tender  moments  of 
love  and  concern  as  the  dying  Robert  slowly 
begins  to  affect  the  way  David  sees  his  life,  but 
Buddies  remains  too  preachy  for  its  own  good. 
When  the  final  deathbed  scene  comes,  it  occurs 
off-camera  —  and  we,  like  David,  who  is  not  pre¬ 
sent  at  the  last  minute,  are  caught  off-guard  as 
the  film  abruptly  shifts  focus  from  Robert's 
death  to  David's  transformation  to  gay  activist. 

In  a  film  where  emotion  should  be  domi¬ 
nant,  Buddies  prefers  to  highlight  pedagogy. 
There's  all  too  much  talk  and  not  enough  feeling 
in  the  film.  The  subject  matter  alone  is  not 
enough  to  create  emotion  in  a  script  devoid  of  it. 
Buddies  is  full  of  lists  and  readings  (from  David's 
diary  and  an  AIDS  book  he  is  typesetting)  that 


defy  subtlety  and  tend  to  grate  on  the  viewer's 
nerves.  Again,  Bressan's  intentions  are  never  in 
question,  but  he  might  have  integrated  the  end¬ 
less  information  about  AIDS  into  the  dialogue 
without  such  obviousness. 

The  same  is  true  for  Bressan's  continuous 
finger-pointing  at  the  federal  government  for 
lack  of  AIDS  research  funds.  Dramatize  it,  don't 
just  say  it.  Even  the  film's  not-quite-successful 
end  is  better  than  the  constant  harping  —  no  mat¬ 
ter  how  justified  the  requests  for  funds  may  be. 

Bressan's  small  budget  contributes  to  the 
film's  other  difficulties.  The  claustrophobic 
camera  work  creates  a  suffocating  atmosphere. 
Further,  the  only  two  characters  to  appear  direct¬ 
ly  on  screen  are  David  and  Robert  —  the  others 
are  either  partially  seen  or  merely  heard. 
Granted  this  may  be  part  of  Bressan's  attempt  to 
isolate  the  two  main  characters  from  the  rest  of 
the  world,  but  it  doesn't  work.  Other  plot  details 
seem  contrived  to  limit  the  on-location  work  and 
to  cover  all  of  Bressan's  topical  agenda. 

Buddies  also  seems  to  move  at  half-speed. 
The  film  has  a  labored,  artsy,  pseudo-Bergman- 
esque  air  to  it.  In  a  film  that  deals  with  a  depress¬ 
ing  subject  to  begin  with,  Bressan's  pacing  is,  no 
pun  intended,  a  killer. 

As  hard  as  actor  David  Schacter  tries  as 
David  he's  in  a  no-win  situation.  As  written  by 
Bressan,  David  is  a  wimp.  He  may  be  naive, 
earnest,  and  ripe  for  becoming  political  thanks  to 
Robert's  influence,  but  he's  still  a  very  difficult 
character  with  whom  to  identify.  Schacter' s  per¬ 
formance  doesn't  cover  enough  range  to  com¬ 
pensate  for  this  deficiency.  Geoff  Endholm's 
Robert,  on  the  other  hand,  has  a  zest  for  life  that 
makes  his  illness  and  impending  death  all  the 
more  tragic.  Edholm  fights,  rages  about,  and 
fears  his  death  —  and  Robert's  struggle  is  affec¬ 
ting  because  of  Edholm's  spunky  performance. 

Bressan  has  a  nice  touch  evoking  the 
tenderness  and  eroticism  between  lovers  —  a 
discreet  in-the-shower  lovemaking  session  be¬ 
tween  David  and  Steve,  and  a  touching  scene 
where  Robert  masturbates  while  David 
massages  his  shoulders.  It's  this  last  scene  that 
subtly  lets  us  know  that  people  with  AIDS  still 
have  sexual  needs.  In  this  scene,  Bressan 
demonstrates  what  the  rest  of  the  film  might 
have  been  like  with  a  little  less  preaching  and  a 
lot  more  inventiveness. 

Buddies  is  a  sincere  but  ultimately  unsatisfy¬ 
ing  attempt  to  grapple  with  one  of  today's  most 
complex,  and  frightening,  realities. 


Center  design  by  Daniel  Emberley 
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SANDERS  THEATER,  HARVARD  UNIVERSITY 
$5  DONATION  IN  ADVANCE,  $6  AT  DOOR 
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Suite  830 

50  Congress  Street 
Boston.  Mass  02109 


WORRIED  ABOUT 
AIDS  ? 

WE  ALL 
ARE. 

But  when  your  concern 
starts  to  interfere  with  your 
life,  maybe  you  need  some 
help. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  AIDS  Anxiety  is 
currently  being  formed. 


HAS  SOMEONE 
YOU  LOVE 
BEEN  DIAGNOSED 
WITH  AIDS  ? 

You  don’t  have  to  be  alone 
in  dealing  with  all  the  feel¬ 
ings. 

A  time  limited  support 
group  for  friends  and 
lovers  of  people  with  AIDS 
is  currently  being  formed. 


For  more  information  on  either  of  these  groups,  please 
contact  Steve  Wickson,  M.  T.S.  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Service  (GLCS).  GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental 
health  clinic  which  has  been  serving  the  community 
since  1971 . 

542-5188 

WEEKDAYS  10AM  -  9PM  •  CONFIDENTIAL  SERVICES 
CONVENIENT  DOWNTOWN  LOCATION 

Sliding  fee  scale/ Insurance  Accepted* 

*  All  insurance  claims  filed  under  C'.S.I.  -GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 
NO  ONE  DENIED  SERVICES  FOR  INABILITY  TO  PAY 


AUTO 

INSURANCE 

•  Rates  quoted  over  the  phone. 

•  Same  day  registration  service. 
Convenient  payment  plan. 

NO  SERVICE  FEES 
731-1015  782-0400 

Boston/Brookline  Allston/Brighton 

Kunevich  &  Lau 

Insurance  Agency 


GAYELL0W  PAGES 

INFORMING  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  AA  groups ,  bars,  baths,  book¬ 
stores.  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  etc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  too1) 

USA  &  CANADA $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  $3.50;  includes 
Manhattan  bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama.  Arkansas, 
N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia,  Kansas"  Ken¬ 
tucky.  Louisiana.  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico,  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  S3. 50;  Connecticut 
Delaware.  District  of  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland. 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio.  Pennsylva¬ 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont.  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  for  men 
$20:  The  rest  ol  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada,  men  s  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House,  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720.  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictly  confiden¬ 
tial  To  list  a  business  or  organization,  or  tor  further 
information,  send  stamped  sell-addressed 
business-size  envelope  Please  contact  us  far 
prices  outside  the  USA.  In  Canada,  order  from  Glac 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St. .  Toronto.  Ontario  M4’f 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  tor  prices). 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


COUNSELING 
FOR  WOMEN 

Individual,  Couple  &  Group 
Counseling 

Call  247-4861,  ext.  58 

520  Commonwealth  Avenue 
Kenmore  Square 
Sliding  Scale  Fee 
Health  Insurance  Accepted 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pairv 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


. “ . . 

Out  And  Still  Lonely 

you  still  feel  awkward  and  inadequate. .  .you’re 
shy. .  .you’re  scared  to  date  or  make 
friends. .  .you  can’t  find  a  lover. .  .your  family  has 
rejected  you. 

Help  is  available.  • 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Gay  Community  News 
ADVERTISING 
REPRESENTATIVE 

This  is  an  excellent  position  for  someone 
seeking  part  time  work  on  a  free-lance  basis 
(20%  commission)  with  a  friendly  and 
progressive  organization.  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and  knowledgeable 
about  GCN  (or  willing  to  learn). 

Call  Laurie  Sherman  426-4469 


FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 

Bouton,  Massachusetts  02H5  (617)  267-7573 

Open  Monday-Satutday  Appointment  necessary  -  evenings  available 
Looked  between  Auditorium  and  Symphony  Green  Line  T  stops, 
one  block  west  of  Massachusetts  Awe.  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

PATTENTCENTERED  HEALTH  CARE  IS  OUR  HALLMARK 
Rjdiatry  •  General  Medicine  •  Bundy  Planning  •  Women's  Health 
•  Geriatrics  •  Mental  Health  •  Spurts  Medicine  •  Nutrition  • 

Minor  Surgery  •  Sexually  Transmitted  Disease  •  Dermatology 

-  24-HOUR  ON-CALL  EMERGENCY  SERVICE 

-  OPEN  TO  ALL  REGARDLESS  OF  RESIDENCE 

-  REASONABLE  FEES/ PAYMENT  PLANS 

-  MAJOR  INSURANCE  AND  VISA/MASTERCARD  ACCEPTED 


M  YEARS  OF  QUALITY  HEALTH  CARE  TO  BOSTONS  LESBIAN/CAY 
COMMUNITY  AND  BACK  BACK  BAY/FENWAY  STUDENT  *  ELDERLY  RESIDENTS 
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Body  and  Soul 

Continued from  page  8 


the  Scriptures)  I  am  inexpressibly 
grateful  for  the  metaphysical 
system  which  enables  me  to 
understand  the  real  nature  of 
Man.  Thankfully,  the  genuine 
Church  reveals  itself  at  every  turn. 

The  “good  part,”  as  many 
readers  may  have  already  deduced, 
is  that  1  am  now  totally  free  to  be 
myself.  I  suppose  others  within  the 


the  human  organizations  (which  in 
the  case  of  the  church  is  larger  and 
doubtless  more  unwieldy  than 
most  Massachusetts  “high  tech” 
corporations),  the  basic  product 
of  both  institutions  is  of  excellent 
quality.  They’ve  both  got  con¬ 
siderable  “bang  for  the  buck.” 
They’re  both  recommended  at  the 
price. 


I  am  now  totally  free  to  be  myself. 
I  suppose  others  within  the  church 
organization  may  believe  that  I 
have  stepped  off  the  edge 
of  the  planet. 


church  organization  may  believe 
that  I  have  stepped  off  the  edge  of 
the  planet.  There’s  only  one  pro¬ 
blem  with  that:  this  planet  is 
spherical,  folks!  (Living  from  a 
growing  basis  of  integrity  is  such  a 
wonderful  thing!)  Like  all  genuine 
healings,  there  is  no 
“backsliding,”  turning  back,  or 
relapse.  I  wouldn’t  have  it  any 
other  way.  I  have  no  intention  of 
leaving  either  Christian  Science  or 
the  gay  and  lesbian  community. 
Despite  the  problems  which  plague 


We  invite  readers  to  submit 
articles  for  Coming  Out,  a 
series  in  which  lesbians  and  gay 
men  tell  the  stories  of  their  in¬ 
dividual  sexual,  social,  emo¬ 
tional  and  political  emergence. 
The  articles  should  be  no  longer 
than  1500  words  and,  if  possi¬ 
ble,  should  be  typed  (double¬ 
spaced,  please).  Send  to  Com¬ 
ing  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont 
St.,  5th  floor,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 


INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE  > 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


£  CASA 


Central  American 
Education  Fund,  Inc. 


SPANISH  LANGUAGE  PROGRAM 

courses  through  the  year 

WINTER  TERM 

All  courses  five  weeks  long 

Spanish  01-  Intensive  Beginners 
Spanish  02  -  Intensive  Adv.  Beginners 
Spanish  03  -  Intensive  Intermediate 
Spanish  03b  -  Applied  Grammar  Workshop 
Spanish  04  -  Advanced  Oral  Skills 
Spanish  05  -  Intro  Cent.  Amer.  Course 

For  brochure  and  registration  form  and  schedule  call  492-8699 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Cambridge,  MA  02138 


—  TWO  WEEKS  ONLY  — 

OPENS  TUESDAY  NOV.  5th 

Michael  R.  Hirtz  Productions  Presents 

AN  EVENING  WITH 

QUENTIN 
CRISP 

The  Naked 
Civil  Servant 

Tuesday-Friday  8  PM 
Saturday  7&10  PM 
Sunday  4  PM 


ALL  PERFORMANCES  $15.00  and  $12.50 

CHARGE  YOUR  TICKETS  NOW: 

Box  Office  267-5600  Charg-Tix  542-8511 

Boston  Shakespeare  Theatre,  52  St.  Botolph  St.,  Boston 


the  business  guide 


This  guide  provides  a  listing  of  lesbian  and  gay 

owned,  staffed,  or  supportive  businesses  and 
services.  For  details  about  having  your 
business  listed  for  just  SI 00  per  year,  please 
cat I  Laurie  Sherman  at  426-4469 


ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-2262 

ACCOUNTING/BOOKKEEPING 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
;  547-71 17 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 60  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 

BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  Women's  Bookstore 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

CABINET  MAKING 

GREAT  EASTREN  WOODWORK 
ELIZABETH  REGAN 
Howard  Street 
Wilton,  NH  03086 
(603)  654-6730 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  NANCY  GROSSMAN 
1018  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-7703 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Suite405 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
864-1197 


DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  &  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

COMPUTER  CONSULTING 

JUDY  HOUSMAN 
285  Harvard  Street 
Suite  206 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
354-2365 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
DR.  KIRK  BANKHEAD 
1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-5500 
JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford, MA 
395-9084 


ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 
678  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  Street 
Watertown,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR  WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
(800)  352-3185 
KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
Insurance  Agency 
241  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 

MARGARET  M.  LAPRE 
697  Washington  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-8187 

ROGERS  &  DINIS  INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Ave 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyer  Referral  Service 
227-7008 
M-F  1  to  5  p.m. 


MEDICAUCOUNSELING 

ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR 

WOMEN 

520  Comm  Ave. 

Ken  more  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  021 1 6 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  Street 
Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY  HEALTH 
CENTER 

16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

CAY  &  LESBIAN  COUNSELING  SERV. 

600  Washington  Street 

Boston,  MA  02111 

Room  652 

542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE 
M.A.  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  Street 
Somerville,  MA  02144 
628-6988 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOC. 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Ave. 

Arlington, MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE/COUNSELING 

32  Rutland  Street 

Boston,  MA 

267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  Street 
Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

MOVERS 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  CO. 

641-1234 


PRINTING 

RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  Street 
lamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

REAL  ESTATE 

RACHAEL  REALTY  CO.,  INC. 

318  Harvard  St.,  No.  31 
The  Arcade  Bldg. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
277-0230 

SOUTH  BAY  REALTY 
105  West  Newton  Street 
Boston,  MA  021 1 8 
262-7386 

RESUMES 

AT  YOUR  SERVICE 
634  Mass  Ave. 

Cambridge,  MA  02139 
547-7117 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
265-2264 

TAXES/FINANCIAL  PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  Street 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

T-SHIRT  PRINTING 

COMMUNITY  GRAPHIC  SERVICE 
Linda  Hall,  Jan  Savoy 
Anni  Waterflow 
152  Plymouth  St. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
294-1948 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  Street 
Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

NOBSCOTT  TRAVEL  &  SHUTTLE 
795  Water  Street 
Framingham,  MA  01701 
877-2278/235-2040 
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Please  support  our  advertisers 


TREATING  ALCOHOLISM 
AND  SUBSTANCE  ABUSE 
AMONG  GAY  MEN 
AND  LESBIANS: 

A  CONFERENCE  FOR 
TREATMENT  PROVIDERS 

TO  BE  PRESENTED  BY 
SOUTH  END  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 

DECEMBER  11, 1985 

AT  THE 

GEORGE  SHERMAN  UNION 
BOSTON  UNIVERSITY 

CO-SPONSORED  BY: 

THE  MEDIPLEX  GROUP,  INC. 

AMERICAN  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 
ON  ALCOHOLISM  AND 
OTHER  DRUG  DEPENDENCIES,  INC. 

FOR  REGISTRATION  INFORMATION,  CONTACT: 

South  End  Counseling  Associates 
85  East  Newton  Street  Suite  905 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02118 
Telephone  (617)  437-9643 


Speaking  Out 

Continued  from  page  5 

Worse,  the  FACT  brief  says  that 
women  need  pornography  to 
realize  ourselves  sexually  —  that 
freedom  for  women  depf"*  Is  on 
access  to  pornography,  and  that 
sex  is  synonymous  with  por¬ 
nography.  It  says  that  “Even  por¬ 
nography  which  is  problematic  for 
women  can  be  experienced  as  af¬ 
firming  of  women’s  desires  and  of 
women’s  equality....  The  range  of 
feminist  imagination  and  expres¬ 
sion  in  the  realm  of  sexuality  has 
barely  begun  to  find  voice. 
Women  need  the  freedom  and  the 
socially  recognized  space  to  ap¬ 
propriate  for  themselves  the 
robustness  of  what  traditionally 
has  been  male  language.”  “Male 
language”  is  another  euphemism 
for  pornography.  In  this  context, 
they  quote  Ellen  Willis  who  has 
written:  “...a  woman  who  enjoys 
pornography  (even  if  that  means 
enjoying  a  rape  fantasy)  is  in  a 
sense  a  rebel,  insisting  on  an  aspect 
of  her  sexuality  that  has  been  de¬ 
fined  as  a  male  preserve...  [por¬ 
nography]  in  rejecting  sexual 
repression  and  hypocrisy... ex¬ 
presses  a  radical  impulse.”  This  is 
a  vision  of  sexual  and  women’s 
liberation  that  would  keep  us  on 
our  knees.  Worse,  it  is  a  lie. 

Unfortunately,  FACT  is  not  a 
fiction.  But  what  they  say  about 
the  anti-pornography  initiative, 
and  its  so-called  dangers  to  “free 
speech,”  is  a  fiction.  And  they 
have  many  supporters  —  among 
them  some  who  have  the  reputa¬ 
tion  of  being  prominnent  feminists 
such  as  Adrienne  Rich  and  Kate 
Millett,  but  mostly,  a  mixture  of 
male  and  female  academics  and 
lawyers.  They  parade  the  abstract 
flag  of  first  amendment  rights  as 
they  trample  over  the  reality  of 
what  pornography  does  to 
women.  They  treat  the  first 
amendment  as  fundamentalists 
treat  the  Bible  —  as  absolute,  as 


not  subject  to  any  unorthodox  in¬ 
terpretation  or  amendation,  and  as 
admitting  no  legal  counter 
balance,  such  as  the  14th  amend¬ 
ment,  or  the  right  to  equal  protec¬ 
tion  under  the  law.  International 
feminists  will  recognize  their 
obsession  with  first  amendment 
preservation  as  a  specifically 
American  fetish. 

FACT  and  its  supporters  prefer 
deceptive  abstractions  to  realities. 
They  prefer  the  empty  abstraction 
of  terminology  such  as  “sexually 
explicit  speech”  to  define  por¬ 
nography,  over  the  reality  of  what 
pornography  really  is  and  what  it 
does  to  women.  Abstractly,  they 
pretend  to  reverse  sexism  while  ig¬ 
noring  it  in  the  real  lives  of  real 
women.  Their  priorities  are 
misplaced,  and  that  is  an 
understatement.  They  degrade  and 
caricature  the  word  feminism  by 
using  it  to  describe  their  defense  of 
pornography. 

FACT  and  its  supporters  ex¬ 
press  no  concern  about  how  their 
position  will  be  used  by  the  por- 
nographers,  pimps,  and  the  8 
billion  dollar  a  year  pornography 
industry.  Their  public  position 
would  allow  Hugh  Hefner,  Bob 
Guccioni,  and  the  likes  of  Larry 
Flynt  to  use  signers’  names  in  their 
magazines.  Picture  the  next  issue 
of  Playboy  with  the  headline, 
“Lesbian  feminist  poet  Adrienne 
Rich  defends  women’s  access  to 
pornography.”  Instead  FACT 
raves  about  the  dangers  of  how  the 
political  right  will  supposedly  use 
anti-pornography  legislation  for 
its  own  purposes.  Dworkin, 
MacKinnon,  and  all  feminists  in 
the  anti-pornography  movement 
have  consistently  disavowed  any 
connection  with  the  right. 

Fact’s  position  is  a  “do- 
nothing”  approach  to  por¬ 
nography.  Nowhere  have  they 
proposed  any  redress,  any  protec- 
Continued  on  page  15 
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TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OF  j 
.PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE  I 
[Alexander  Bark  man,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an  I 
\nsrchtst).  j  | 
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I  am  Black,  female,  lonely.  In¬ 
telligent,  and  lesbian  and  am  looking 
I  for  a  mature  lesbian  to  make  things 
1  happen.  Enjoy  "heavy”  reading, 
poetry,  and  serious  minds.  Save  the 
bullshit,  please.  I  am  trying  to  change 
j  my  life... for  the  better.  Outsiders 
I  welcome I  Kathy  D.  WILLIS,  88981, 
971  Cty  Hwy  K,  Taycheedah  Wl 
5 4935.  _ 

|  Thank  you  for  your  free  newspaper. 

Here  is  a  little  bit  about  me  in  case  a 
gay  woman  wants  to  write.  I  love  to 
dance,  the  beach,  horses,  and  con¬ 
sider  myself  a  very  understanding, 
loving  person.  Julie  VAUGHN,  150738 
-  409,  PO  Box  8540,  Pembroke  Pines 
FL  33024 

I'm  itolion.  pretty  and  would  like  to 
hear  (rom  ali  you  daring  down  to  * 
earth  Pui<  ,hes>  Let  me  see  how  many  i 
'  older  dutches  are  really  interested  in  j 
this  tor-real  lady  Cindy  KIMRlL  PO  Box  | 
535.  Jessup  MD  20794 
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GCN  GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
PRISONER  PROJECT 
We  send  free  papers,  books  (when 
they  are  donated  and  money  for 
[  postage  is  available),  and  run  free 
\  penpal  ads.  (There's  sometimes  a 
long  waiting  list  because  of  limited 
space.)  As  we  get  more  volunteers 
we'll  be  looking  for  other  ways  to 
make  the  connections  between  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  behind  bars  and 
those  of  us  on  the  outside.  If  you  can 
help  with  your  time  or  a  contribu¬ 
tion  of  mainly  gay  paperbacks  or  of 
money),  we  are  at  167  Tremont, 
Boston ,  MA  021J1.  THANKS! 


SEATTLE  GAY  NEWS  will  ac¬ 
cept  penpal  ads  from  prisoners 
on  as  space  available  (!)  basis 
from  Wash,  Oregon  and  Idaho 
prisoners.  Write  to:  Seattle  Gay 
News,  704  E.  Pike  St.,  Seattle 
WA  98122. 


I  would  like  to  be  In  touch  with  any 
gay  or  transsexual  person  that 
wouldn't  mind  writing  a  prisoner 
about  the  most  powerful  forces  In  the 
realm  of  nature  —  the  Invisible 
Forces.  (Your  GCN  speaks  truly  on 
many  subjects.  Thank  you.)  Craig 
Allen  DAVIS,  10204320A,  Box  316, 
Ft  Madison  IA  52627. _ 

My  interests  are  listening  and  collec¬ 
ting  country  western  cassettes, 
fishing,  writing,  hiking,  bowling, 
movies  and  going  to  county  fairs.  I’m 
a  sincere,  warm  person  looking  for 
the  same  for  friendship.  Jeff 
SIEWERT.  Box  351  MSB,  Waupun  Wl 
53963. _ 

Sincere,  openminded  gay  male  seek¬ 
ing  correspondence  with  someone 
willing  to  help  me  cope  with  the 
madness  that  surrounds  me.  It's  very 
lonely  in  here.  I  need  a  friend.  Robert 
J.  WHITE,  141191,  Box  430,  Dillwyn 
VA  23936. _ 

1  am  looking  for  friends  of  all  ages  and 
colors  to  write  to.  My  hobbies  are  exer 
else,  writing  and  music.  Dwight 
MOSLEY,  485911  (1509),  Avon  Park 
FL  33825 


IS 


Prisoners 

Seeking 


PRISONERS  WRITING 
PRISONERS! 

States  that  DO  (usually)  let 
prisoners  write  other  prisoners 
(though  you  may  have  to  get  per¬ 
mission)  are:  Ver,  Mass,  NY,  Fla, 
NJ,  Miss,  Ohio,  Penn,  N.Car., 
Kan,  Tex,  Col,  New  Mex.,  Ariz, 
Cal,  Ore,  Mont,  Wash,  Lou,  Neb, 
Mary.  (In  some  of  these  you  can’t 
write  others  in  the  same  state) 

States  that  DON'T  (or  only 
with  difficulty)  allow  prisoners 
to  write  other  prisoners  are: 
Iowa,  Okla,  Nev,  Idaho,  W.Vir, 
Wyo,  Tenn,  Wise,  Ind. 

Please  send  us  additions  and 
corrections.  THANKS! 


We  are  In  dire  need  of  legal 
assistance  here  at  Marion.  Many  of  us 
have  been  confined  completely  since 
Aug.  6  and  they  are  not  allowing  us 
access  to  the  law  library.  Please,  if  so¬ 
meone  out  there  can  give  us  some 
legal,  write:  James  NEWBERRY, 
180108,  Box  57,  Marion  OH  43302. 


Would  like  to  write  anyone  looking 
for  a  penpal.  Also  I  want  to  ask  GCN 
readers  if  they  would  help  us  protest 
the  attempt  to  stop  us  [FEDERAL 
PRlSONERSjfrom  being  able  to 
receive  holiday  packages  anymore.  A 
public  outcry  would  make  a  dif¬ 
ference,  especially  with  your  con¬ 
gressman.  Also  please  write:  Norman 
Carlson,  Director  Bureau  of  Prisons, 
Washington  DC  20534 


\JND  BARS 
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I  am  interested  in  your  project  o/l 
writing  more  about  the  experiences  of  I 
gays  in  the  " criminal  justice] 
BUSINESS”.  I’d  also  enjoy  having  a  j 
penpal.  My  interests  are  outdoors,  [ 
writing,  reading  and  most  music. 
Michael  RATHBONE,  33569,  PO  Box  \ 
2800  (D&E),  Lincoln  NE  68502. 

I  can  parole  as  soon  as  I  can  find  a  ] 
home.  The  main  thing  I  need  right  I 
now  is  a  loving  friend.  I  am  into  bik- 1 
ing,  swimming,  camping  out,  boating  I 
I  and  more.  (I  also  don't  smoke)  Please  | 
write  and  let’s  get  to  know  each  other. 

\  Rob  SCOTT,  624655  Cedar  A8,  Box] 
900,  Shelton  WA  98584 _ 

Would  like  to  hear  from  any  gay 
I.  brothers  and  sisters  who  would  like  to  [ 
be  friends.  William  R.  BELCHER, 
21311,  Box  41,  Michigan  City  IN  j 
46360. 


I  would  like  to  hear  from  someone.  I 
Take  care.  Til  later,  Leighton  BREN- 1 
NER,  395094,  Rt  1  Box  1,  Huntsville} 
TX  77349. _ ___ _ 

To  those  prisoners  who  have  been  try- 1 
ing  to  write,  my  counselor  Is  working  I 
on  It  (he  has  to  get  permission  by  con- 1 
tacting  other  prisoners’  counselors). 
Patience!  Thanks  for  the  photos 
(those  of  you  who  sent  them)  Until 
you  get  mine.  I’m  blond  and  blue,  and  | 
very  passionate  and  dominant.  “Jen¬ 
nifer".  Jack  LeTAVISH,  82B  1465,  [ 
Box  500,  Elmira  NY  14902 _ 

Feminine,  sexy,  nonviolent  male  \ 
seeking  an  Intelligent,  understan- 1 
j  ding,  passive,  financially  secure  and  I 
I  faithful  male  to  build  lasting  relation- 1 
1  ship.  Released  in  Aug  86.  (I  can’t  I 
[  write  pHsoners)  Ronnie  LaMOUN- 1 
TAIN,  82D39,  Box  618,  Auburn  NY  | 
13024 _ _ 

Interested  in  meeting  a  TV  or  another 
gay  male  for  a  real  no  games  relation¬ 
ship.  Into  sports,  horsback  riding  and 
nature.  Ronald  COURSON,. 
B-041071-MB  1465,  PO  Box  1100, 
Avon  Park  FL  33825. _ 

Downed  in  the  conservative  South 
with  my  wings  clipped  for  a  while  and  ] 
would  like  to  hear  from  all  persons  ! 
with  interests  In  left  politics,  human  i 
I  rights,  law,  and  civil  rights,  plus  I’ll  j 
|  attempt  to  converse  intelligently  on 
any  subject  you  like.  Please  write  to  | 
Harold  THOMPSON,  93992,  MCRCF, 

I  Box  2000,  Wartburg  TN  3788 7. 

am  a  Black  male  and  have  been  in 
Iprison  for  ten  years,  am  lonely,  and 
Iwould  love  to  write  anyone.  Samuel 
ITHORNTON,  145-676,  PO  Box  45699, 
|Lucasville  OH  45699. 


If  anyone  knows  the  address  of  the  I 
Salvation  Army’s  half-way  house  In  I 
Tyler  Texas,  I’d  appreciate  knowing  it,  J 
really!  Also  I’m  lonely  and  would  like  I 
to  communicate  with  anyone  In  the  I 

|  free  world,  any  sex  or  race,  since  to  I 
me  PEOPLE  ARE  PEOPLE!  Isaiah  I 
GATHINGS,  05741-016,  Box  1000,  | 
Anthony  TX  88021 
I’m  a  fun-loving,  sincere,  sentime n-l 
talist,  articulate,  and  lonely  person.  /■ 
need  some  friends  to  make  life  worth  | 
fighting  for.  Enjoy  books,  poetry, 
music,  and  long  walks  on  the  beach.  I 
James  Wm  MEADE,  085286,  500 1 
Orange  Ave  Circle  B-36,  Belle  Glade  J 
FL  33430 _ 

/  like  the  arts,  fine'  foods  and  wines,  J 
peaceful  but  humorous  company  and  I 
I  feel  good  when  l  make  someone I 
that’s  close  to  me  happy.  The  adven-  I 
ture  of  open  spaces  Is  also  appealing.  [ 
Getting  to  know  someone  new  and  l 
different  would  be  a  great  way  tol 
make  something  good  develop .[ 
Steven  CONNOR,  912177.  Box  1500\ 
(No,2),  Cross  City  FL  32628 _ 

Very  fern,  blond  and  blue,  looking  for  | 

,  same  and  masc.  John  STRUCKHOFF,  | 
PO  Box  1100  (1658),  Avon  Park  Ft.| 
33825 


»pj 
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Porn  ordinance 


Speaking  Out 

Continued  from  page  14 

tion,  for  women  whose  lives  have 
been  ravaged  by  “sexually  explicit 
speech,”  so  explicitly  that  some 
are  dead  from  that  “speech.” 
Witness  the  death  of  Dorothy 
Stratton  —  Playmate  of  the  Year, 
said  to  be  raped  by  Hefner, 
pimped  up  to  him  by  a  husband 
who  forced  her  into  posing  while 
under  the  age  of  eighteen.  Stratton 
was  killed  at  twenty  after  being 
tortured  and  raped,  and  then  was 
raped  again  after  she  was  dead. 
Her  murderer-pimp-husband  was 
obsessed  with  pornography  and 


acted  it  out  on  her. 

Feminism  is  a  reality  to  us,  not 
an  empty  abstraction.  Feminism  is 
about  real  women.  We  are  real 
women  who  have  real  voices,  and 
whose  “speech”  is  no  more  pro¬ 
tected  by  pornography  than  Black 
“speech”  is  protected  by  segrega¬ 
tion.  We  think  it  time  that  our 
voices  be  heard  in  support  of  the 
real  women  and  the  real  work  that 
has  been  done  by  Andrea  Dworkin 
and  Catharine  MacKinnon,  and 
the  thousands  of  women  who  have 
had  the  courage  to  testify  for  this 
legislation. 


Continued  from  page  6 
do  so.  “If  that’s  what  they  want  to 
do,  let  them  do  it,  instead  of  fight¬ 
ing  other  women  [who  have  a  dif¬ 
ferent  strategy]  —  go  ahead.” 

Melendy  also  said  WAAP  has  had 
access  to  the  “testimony  of  women 
who  have  been  in  the  [sex] 
industry....  Women  from  all  walks 
of  life  will  support  and  not  support 
the  ordinance.”  She  also  denied 
there  is  any  evidence  to  indicate 
that  passage  of  the  measure  would 
increase  the  danger  to  women 
working  in  the  industry  and  said 
that  violence  in  the  industry  “has 
already  escalated.”  She  also  said 


that  the  Prostitutes  Union  of 
Massachusetts  (PUMA)  has  en¬ 
dorsed  the  measure. 

Attorney  Nancy  Gertner 
charged  that  the  wording  of  the 
measure  suggests  women  cannot 
consent  to  participate  in  por¬ 
nography.  “The  language  harks 
back  to  50  years  ago,”  when  mar¬ 
ried  women  could  not  enter  into 
contracts.  She  also  said  she  be¬ 
lieved  it  is  problematic  to  have 
male  judges  interpreting  the  or¬ 
dinance.  “Women  will  lose 
because  judges  do  not  have  a  pro¬ 
gressive  view  of  women,”  she  con¬ 
cluded.  “If  they  do  win,  it  will  be 


for  the  wrong  reasons.” 

Both  Wolf  and  Sullivan  said  the 
issue  has  come  up  in  their  cam¬ 
paigns  for  the  city  council. 
Sullivan  said  he  believes  it  is  too 
close  to  predict  the  outcome  of  the 
referendum  vote.  He  also  said, 
“The  people  who  have  thought 
about  it  are  more  likely  to  be 
against  it.”  Melendy  said  at  least 
one-third  of  registered  voters  have 
to  participate  in  order  for  the  vote 
to  be  valid,  and  a  majority  have  to 
vote  yes  to  pass  it.  She  agreed  the 
vote  would  be  close  but  said  she  is 
“optimistic.” 


Vote  NO  on  #3 

The  proposed  antipornography  ordinance 
for  the  city  of  Cambridge  could  be  used 
I  against  materials  produced  by  gay  people 
|  for  gay  people. 

Vote  Against  Censorship 
Vote  NO  on  #3  in  Cambridge  on 
Nov.  5 


Paid  by  Cambridge  Citizens  Against  Censorship 
Lisa  Maria  Hirschkop,  Treasurer,  12  Lawrence  Street, 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 


the  boston  alliance  of  gay 
-  -  and  lesbian  youth 
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The  Boston  Alliance  of  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Youth  (BAGLY)  meets 
weekly  on  Wednesdays.  Women’s 
Group  meeting  is  at  6:00 
p.m.,  new  person’s  meeting  is 
from  6:30  -  7:30.  The  general 
meetings  and  group  discussions 
are  from  7:30  *  9:00  p.m..  For  in¬ 
terested  youth  22  and  under. 
Come  by  any  Wednesday  to 
Evangelist  Church,  35  Bowdoin 
Slreet  (Beacon  Street)  or  call  for  in¬ 
fo:  497-8282 
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HughRusseU 

for  Cambridge  City  Council 


WHY  VOTE  FOR  HUGH  RUSSELL: 

•  Hugh  is  endorsed  by  CLAGA  —  Cambridge  Lesbian  and  Gay  Alliance. 

•  Hugh  is  an  openly  gay  man  long  active  in  gay  and  Cambridge  community  affairs. 

•  Hugh  advocates  establishing  an  AIDS  Task  Force  to  deal  effectively  with,  and 
without  discrimination  to,  AIDS  patients. 

•  Hugh  will  work  to  provide  more  moderate-income  home  ownership  options  in 
Cambridge  so  long  as  tenants  are  protected  —  NO  EVICTIONS. 

•  Hugh  will  bring  to  a  stale  City  Council  (with  an  average  tenure  of  1 5  years)  a  re¬ 
freshing  new  face  with  progressive  new  ideas. 

•  Hugh  will  work  to  introduce  more  efficient  technology  into  city  operations. 

OPEN  LETTER  TO  GAY  COMMUNITY: 

Many  of  you  are  waiting  until  the  closing  days  of  the  City  Council  elections  in  Cam¬ 
bridge  to  decide  whom  to  support.  I  ask  you  to  consider  my  qualifications.  My  can¬ 
didacy  can  mean  much  to  the  gay /lesbian  community  in  Cambridge,  as  well  as  to 
the  Boston  area.  You  can  help  to  advance  the  candidacy  of  one  openly  gay  man  and 
advance  (the  public’s  acceptance  of)  the  entire  gay  and  lesbian  movement. 

There  are  many  who  argue  that  our  struggle  is  not  a  political  issue.  THEY  ARE 
WRONG.  As  long  as  the  political  system  has  the  responsibility  to  protect  our  com¬ 
munity  from  the  flagrant  discriminatory  practices  that  we  incur  because  of  our  sex¬ 
ual  preference,  we  should  work  to  have  gay  and  lesbian  office  holders.  This  is  bla¬ 
tantly  evident  in  the  public’s  intolerance  and  the  government’s  insensitivity  to  the 
growing  AIDS  epidemic.  If  this  were  any  other  disease  you  can  be  sure  that  all  9 
Cambridge  City  Councillors  would  demand  that  a  Task  Force  be  established  to  edu¬ 
cate  the  public  and  to  train  health  officials  on  the  proper  methods  of  treating  pa¬ 
tients  with  this  disease. 

I  do  not  expect  you  to  support  me  solely  based  upon  my  sexual  preference.  I  only 
ask  that  you  take  the  time  to  review  my  positions  on  the  issues  and  encourage  oth¬ 
ers  in  the  gay  community  to  do  so  as  well.  I  have  printed  a  12  page  tabloid  discus¬ 
sing  in  some  detail  where  I  stand  on  the  issues.  I  trust  you  will  find  it  informative 
and  progressive.  Please  contact  my  campaign  office  at  868-8585  if  you  need  a  copy 
and  we  will  be  sure  to  send  one  out  immediately. 

If  you  have  already  decided  to  vote  for  me  I  urge  you  to  understand  Cambridge’s 
unique  proportional  representation  voting  system.  It  is  very  important  that  you  give 
me  your  number  1  vote. 

With  your  help,  we  have  a  real  opportunity  to  gain  another  strong  voice  for  gay  and 
lesbian  rights. 


Regards, 


Paid  for  by:  Hugh  Russell  for  Council 
P.O.  Box  2381 
Cambridge,  MA  02238 
868-8585 
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SPECIAL  BENEFIT  FOR 
AIDS  ACTION  COMMITTEE 
Thursday,  Nov.  7th,  7:00  &  9:30  PM 

Featuring  Appearances  by  Filmmaker  and  Stars 


ARTHUR  J.  BRESSAN,  JR.s 

BUDDIES 


BUDDIES  •  STARRING  GEOFF  EDHOLM  AND  DAVID  SCHACHTER  •  AN  ARTHUR  J. 
BRESSAN,  JR,  PRODUCTION  •JEFFREY  OLMSTED  ORIGINAL  SCORE  •  CARL  TEITELBAUM 
CINEMATOGRAPHY  •  STEVE  HIRSCH  SOUND  •  FREDERICK  SCHMINKE  EXECUTIVE 
PRODUCER  •  JOHN  HARTIS  ASSOCIATE  PRODUCER  •  WRITTEN,  PRODUCED,  DIRECTED 
BY  ARTHUR  J.  BRESSAN,  JR.  •  A  FILM  AND  VIDEO  WORKSHOP  INC.  PRESENTATION. 

From  y\f  New  Line  Cinema 


©  New  Line  Cinema  Carp.  MCMLXXXV 


1001  Massachusetts  Avenue  Cambridge  868-3600  I 


"They're  doing  exactly  what 
Woody  Guthrie  and  I  tried  to  do 
when  we  came  here  40  years  ago— 
exactly." 

Pete  Seeger 

Interpreted  by  Laura  Kolb, 
artistic  sign  language  interpreter 

SUNDAY,  Nov.  17,  1985 
8:00  PM 

Paine  Hall,  Harvard  University, 
Cambridge  (adjacent  to  Science  Center) 


perhaps  the  best  since 
the  Almanac  Singers." 

Si  Paul  Dispatch 


“It's  wonderful  to  see  the 
spontaneous  dancing  erupt  as 
Bright  Morning  Star  sings 
and  plays." 
Village  Voice 


Tickets:  $5  in  advance 
$7  at  the  door 

More  if/Less  if— contact  GCN  for  details, 
426-4469 

Advance  Ticket  Sales:  Gay  Community  News, 
Sandy’s  Music,  New  Words,  Cambridge  Food 
Coop,  Redbook, Wooden  Strings 
For  childcare  reservations  call  Childcare 
Extraordinaire,  523-3772 


Mail  order  tickets  until  Nov.  12  from:  GCA//BMS,  167  Tremont  St.  #5, Boston,  MA  02111. 


IN 


CONCERT 


Benefits 

Continued  from  page  1 

testified  on  the  significance  of  the 
relationship  between  the  two  men; 
and  the  man  himself,  who  testified 
on  the  nature  of  the  relationship 
with  his  late  lover  and  why  it  was 
important  to  be  with  him  during 
his  last  days. 

The  Unemployment  Insurance 
Appeals  Board  had  twenty  days 
after  the  September  13  decision  to 
appeal  the  case.  The  Board  de¬ 
clined  to  appeal,  and  Judge 
Mason’s  decision  became  final  Oc¬ 
tober  3. 

Achtenberg’s  client  told  GCN 
the  decision  “was  quite  a  surprise 
—  a  pleasant  surprise  —  given 


other  recent  court  decisions 
against  gays.  But  I  felt  in  my  heart 
that  given  the  circumstances  and 
the  testimonials  presented  that  the 
judge  would  have  been  pretty 
hard-hearted  not  to  see  it  at  all  to 
recognize  us  as  a  family  unit. 

“It  was  a  validation  for  me.  It 
made  some  of  the  struggle  worth¬ 
while.  It  took  [on]  the  struggles  of 
my  lover  and  I,  which  were  very 
private,  and  helped  the  gay  com¬ 
munity  as  a  whole.  It  was 
something  positive  out  of  a  very 
difficult  time,”  he  said. 

—  filed  from  Boston  , 


SAFER  SEX 

with  MAN-TO-MAN  Condoms 

Specifically  Designed  for  the  Gay  Man 


□  1  box  of  3  (a  $4.50  □  5  boxes  of  3  (a  $21.00 
NJ  residents  add  6%  sales  tax 


pacify  tJy 


Name 


Street _ _ _ _ — — 

City. _ State _ Zip _ 

lisblaK.-ou>n£cl 

CHOICES  PO  Box  104  \  •  Lambertville,  NJ  08530 


What  International  Connexions 
Do  Women  Have? 


How  much  do  we  know 
about  each  other? 

Are  we  worlds  apart? 


W  Jl 

PAH 


Connexions: 

An  International  tVomen's 
Quarterly  of  news,  analysis,  and 
interviews  translated  from 
the  international  feminist  press. 


Subscribe  Now! 

Annual  Subscription  $1 2 
Canada  and  Mexico  Si  4 
Overseas  $14  surface 
$20  airmail 

Connexions 

4228  Telegraph  Avenue 
Oakland,  CA  94609 
654-6725 


NICARAGUAN  COFFEE! 

Solidarity  begins  with  your  morning  coffee 

Ground:  regular  or  water-processed  decaf,  $60 /case 
(24  8.75  oz.  bags) 

Whole  Beans:  $60 /case  (five  2.2  lb.  bags) 
U.P.S.  shipping  included 
Mail  check  to:  Adelante  Trading,  Inc. 

P.O.  Box  1563 
Department  G 
New  York,  NY  10025 
(212)  781-4040 


RED  SUN  PRESS 

94  Green  Street  •  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  021 30 


Call  for  an  estimate,  524-6822  •  M-F  9:00-5:30 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well. 


PERSONALS 

GLOUCESTER/ROCKPORT 

GWM,  33,  moustache,  balding 
brwn/gray,  6'1 ",  165,  smooth,  uncut,  art 
background,  techno  prof,  night  student, 
smalt  apt.  with  limited  time  +  money 
seeks  local  +  Boston  area  (am  intown 
most  wkends)  sincere,  honest,  non¬ 
drink/drugs  gm’s  (black/white)  for 
friend,  relation?  safe  sex  &  more.  If  not 
home,  please  be  prepared  to  leave  your 
name  and  number  w/phone  machine. 
Thanks.  546-7479. _ (18) 

KAYLEE  ERLICH JEWDYKEWOMON 

YOU  WANT  LITTLE  OLD  MOY? 
Miss  you  like  5  big  dogs  &  a  wombat. 
Life  in  the  burgh  is  tip-top.  Hello  to  sis, 
Gailyn,  Drew,  Marcos  &  Smash.  Love 
Madeline. _ (17) 

GF,  35,  affectionate;  sensitive  seeks 
other  L’s  for  friendship,  come  visit  in 
Maine  and  enjoy  our  fresh  air.  Non- 
drugs  please  reply  Box  272. _ (17) 

LF,  28,  an  ambitious,  artistic,  attractive 
?  &  athletic  academic  seeks  If  25  + 
who  enjoys  giddy  conversation  &  zany 
adventure,  romantic  strolls  &  candlelit 
evenings,  intellectual  challenge  &  con¬ 
templative  exchange,  heartfelt  affec¬ 
tion  &  electrifying  passion.  Some 
degree  of  political  activism,  non¬ 
separatism,  &  anti-republicanism 
prefered.  Reply  Box  273, _ (17) 

Non  professional  employed,  avg.-attr. 
masculine  gwm,  38,  5'11",  170  lbs., 
strawberry  blonde,  hazel  eyes,  basical¬ 
ly  together,  responsible,  not  prft.  Just  a 
normal  nice  guy.  I’m  easygoing,  shy, 
very  loving,  and  affectionate,  loyal, 
honest!  Non-drinker,  non-druggie  into 
nutrition,  tv,  movies,  cuddling, 
massage,  sexually  versatile,  dancing, 
quiet  times.  Like  most  music  except 
opera.  I’m  seeking  a  honest,  sincere, 
caring,  mentally  supportive  avg.  thin, 
lean  type,  totally  unattached  gwm, 
34-45  yrs;  sexually  agressive  but  sen¬ 
sitive  and  gentle.  Darkhair  and 
mustache  a  plus  -  but  not  absolutely 
necessary.  Receding  hairline  ok.  None 
of  us  are  perfect.  Ultimate  goal  is  to 
establish  a  1-1  relationship,  totally 
comitted  to  each  other.  Please  write 
Occupant,  32  Chestnut  St.,  Apt.  9,  Lynn 
MA 01902.  Full  discretion  assured!  (17) 

YOUNG  GOODLOOKING  GUY 
WANTED 

Wanted  one  beautiful  cute  gwm,  18-24, 
cleancut/cleanshaven,  non-smoker  who 
is  into  going  out  to  dinner,  movies, 
weekend  travel,  and  a  whole  lot  more. 
Ad  is  placed  by  a  cleancut,  sucessful 
professional  gwm,  37,  who  has  his  own 
home  (live  alone),  car,  on  MBTA  in 
Boston!  John  PO  Box  1489,  Boston  MA 
02205-1489. _  (25) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  “T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 
front  door.  _ (c) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAICUT 
Evenings  Mondays  -  Fridays,  also  Sat. 
and  Sundays.  Watertown  926-5209  (17) 

Amiable  gwm,  38,  wants  young  18-24, 
non-smoking,  blond,  clncut/shaven  stu¬ 
dent  escort  on  a  regular  basis!  I  have 
Boston  home  on  the  MBTA  line!  John 
265-3595.  Best  time  to  call  7-11  pm,  (34) 

FIGHT  AGAINST  CENSORSHIP! 

Feminist  Anti-Censorship  Taskforce 
(FACT),  hopes  you  will  join  us  in  the 
fight  against  censorship.  Become  a 
FACT  volunteer  -  leafletting,  canvass- 
ing,  tabling,  etc.  Call  547-0138.  (15) 

LF  looking  for  same  35-42.  Must  be 
politically  conscious  if  not  always  cor¬ 
rect.  Intellectuual  conservation  a  must. 
Sense  of  humor  a  must.  Like  to  attend 
lectures,  dance,  sports,  ocean,  read 
newspapers.  Have  time  for  relating.  No 
time  for  yuppies,  OA's,  AA’s.  Reply  Box 
271. _ (17) 

GWM,  24,  non-hairy,  very  muscular 
Italian,  6',  175,  30'  waist,  9"cir, 
specifically!  want!!  a  dynamite! 
hairless! 

blond!!!  (Boy  18-20)Movie  star!  Jeff 
628-0124 


Enjoy  hot  chocolate  evenings  at  home, 
long  autumn  walks  and  country  inns? 
So  do  I.  Attractive  gwf,  strong-willed, 
feminine,  monogomous.  Seeking  pro¬ 
fessional  with  strong  positive  per¬ 
sonality,  30-?  with  lively  and  literate 

mind.  Box  270. _ Q8) 

NORTH  SHORE  LF’S  45  + 
CLOSETED  OR  SEMI-CLOSETED 
Small  group  forming  for  occasional  in¬ 
formal  meetings  to  share  ideas  on 
mutual  interests  and  the  challenges  of' 
opting  for  discretion  in  a  let-it-all-hang- 
out  era.  Self-acceptance  and  a  sense  of 
humor  needed.  Must  be  tolerant  of 
smokers.  Box  336,  Wakefield,  MA 
01880. _ _ (21) 

SPECIAL  WOMAN 

LF,  31,  skg  someone  special  to  cuddle 
with  during  the  upcoming  winter 
nights.  Like  quiet  sensual  romantic 
evenings  with  sincere  sensitive  woman 
30 +  .  I  am  discreet,  intelligent,  attrac¬ 
tive  and  quiet.  Sincere  replies  only. 
Write  Box  263. _ (17) 

GF,  18,  seeks  friends/penpals  16-22  into 
reading,  travel,  talking,  music,  and 
most  other  things.  In  Boston  area  if  you 
want  to  meet.  Box  264. _ (19) 

YOUNG  LESBIANS 

L,  19,  needs  pen-pals.  In  college  in  VT. 
Coming  out  all  over  again.  Interests: 
Politics,  music,  esp.  Armatrading,  Fer- 
ron.  Box  239 _ (17) 

GM  new  to  Boston  looking  to  make  new 
friends.  I  like  bicycling,  folk  dancing, 
cuddling,  cats  and  National  Public 
Radio.  What  do  you  like?  Reply  Box 
256. _ (18) 

SPERM  DONOR 

Local  lesbian  looking  for  sperm  donor. 
Must  be  in  good  health,  participation 
with  child  negotiable.  No  financial 
responsibility  guarenteed.  Small  sti¬ 
pend;  send  picture  and  short  history  to 
Box  257. _ (^8) 

GAY  BLACK  MALE  ONLY 
GWM,  40,  slender,  attractive,  straight 
appearing,  professional,  sincere  and 
masculine  seeks  gay  black  male  only 
(20-40),  working  guy  or  financially  able 
student  for  happy,  caring,  affectionate 
relationship  and  possible  roommate. 
You  should  be  stable  with  muscular 
build  and  straight  looking.  Call 
536-2693.  (23) 

Wanted  boy  in  teen  or  early  20’s.  For 
sex  or  companionship  and  possible 
relationship  with  disabled  man.  Any 
race  especially  Chinese  men.  Call  Ran¬ 
dy  at  787-2299.  Let  phone  ring.  (c' 


ISRAEL  IN  NOVEMBER 

L  traveling  to  Israel  mid-Nov  for  3 
weeks  would  like  to  make  contact  with 
other  I’s  or  gm’s  also  traveling  or  living 
there.  Call  Joanne  (61 7)395-5904.  (17) 

ASIAN 

GWM,  25,  5'9",  130  lbs.,  seeks  Oriental 
gm  for  buddy  monogomous  friend  long 
term.  Box  6508  Boston  02102. _ (17) 

Simply  -  I’m  a  very  busy  cleancut  Irish 
wm  busnsmn  who  would  like  to  date  a 
cute  Bos?  guy  18-26.  Movies,  dinner 
and  relationship?  PO  Box  1210  Boston, 
MA  02205. _ _ J34) 

Actor/dancer  singer  student  wm  18-21 
who’s  struggling,  who  needs  support; 
who  would  like  to  meet  a  conservative 
secure  cleancut  wm  (under  40)  who’s 
more  practical  than  romantic,  profes¬ 
sional  well  off,  compromising!  Write  a 
letter,  phone,  photo.  Perhaps  Copley 
for  lunch.  Bob  Pleasant  PO  Box  699, 
Bos,  M A  02125. _ (25) 

Feminist,  politically-left  bisexual 
woman,  lover  of  art,  rock’n'roll,  movies, 
thrift  shops,  making  love  and  deep  con¬ 
versation,  seeks  a  woman  with  similar 
likes.  I’m  mature,  creative,  busy,  even- 
tempered,  but  passionate,  and  down-to- 
earth.  Shall  we  meet?  Box  266.  (17) 

GWF’S  WITH  CLASS 
GWF-25,  I’m  tall,  husky,  quiet,  honest, 
gd-looking  with  some  degree  of  class- 
seek  gwf’s  with  simialr  qualities  for 
companionship.  Boston  area.  Reply 
Box  267. _ (18) 

HAIRY  BEARDED  HEAVY  BEAR 
5'5”,  210  lbs.  (but  losing)  29  yo,  lots  of 
body  hair  seeks  hirsute,  bearded  bear 
with  bear  belly  for  cuddling,  nuzzling, 
tit-suckling  and  all  around  safe  sex. 
Age  and  height  unimp.  Looking  to  form 
friendships,  not  seeking  another  lover. 
Qualifying  bears  write  to  Box  268.  (1 7) 

Bi  guy,  very  young  39,  S^",  175  lbs., 
looking  for  (ideally)  tall  slender  men  for 
sex,  friendship,  movies,  fitness,  etc; 
maybe  more.  Be  sincere.  Box  269.  (29) 


INTERESTED  IN  FATHERHOOD? 
Lesbian  seeks  sperm  donor. 
Anonymity/participation  in  child  rear¬ 
ing  negotiable.  Serious  inquiries  only. 
Confidential.  P.O.  Box  60, 

Westborough.  MA01581.  (29) 


JOB  OPPORTUNITIES 

CLASS  II  DRIVER 

For  Northeast  Co-ops,  natural  foods 
wholesaler  throughout  New  England 
and  local  area.  Tailgate  deliveries, 
customer  relations.  Full  time,  some  Ot! 
some  overnights.  Start  at  $6.70  per.  hr| 
plus  benefits.  Call  354-3544.  (17) 


ATTENTION 
RN,  LPN,  HHA 

Your  skilled  or  custodial  care  expertise 
is  urgently  needed  to  provide  homecare 
for  AIDS  patients.  Top  pay,  flexible 
hours. Patients,  their  friends  and  family 
are  hoping  that  you  are  able  to  help. 
Pleasei  call  or  visit:  Quality  Care,  755 
Boylston  St./ (61 7)  482-3500.  (17) 


PERSONAL  CARE  ATTENDANT 

P.T.  mornings.  Good  pay,  3  hours  a  day, 
4  days  per  week.  Disabled  man 
downtown  Boston  near  Park  St.  Sta¬ 
tion.  Dependability  and  promptness  a 
must.  Call  Joe  between  10  am  - 12  noon 
or  4  pm  - 10  pm.  542-2959. _ (17) 


alcohol 

COUNSELOR 

SPOFFORD  HALL 

Bachelor’s  Degree  in 
clinical  field  or  commen¬ 
surate  experience. 
Knowledge  of  gay  issues 
and  experience  in  work¬ 
ing  with  gay  individuals 
preferred.  Excellent 
benefit  package.  Send 
letter  and  resume  to: 
Personell, 

Spotford  Hall, 

P.O.  Box  225, 

Spofford  N.H.  03462 

EOE 


GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS 
ADVERTISING  REPRESENATIVE 

Earn  Money.  Connect  to  the  Gay 
Community.  Gain  the  Experience: 

An  excellent  position  for  people  seek¬ 
ing  part-time  work  on  a  freelance  basis 
(20  percent  commission).  You  must  be 
responsible,  assertive,  and 
knowledgable  about  GCN,  or  willing  to 
learn. 

Call  426-4469  or  send  a  letter  of  in¬ 
terest  to: 

Laurie  Sherman,  Ad  Manager 
GCN 

167  Tremont  St.  5th  Floor 
Boston,  MA  02111 _ 

Career  waiting  person  and  a  parf  time 
cleaner.  Please  apply  at  the  Downtown 
Cafe,  12  La  Grange  St.,  Boston. 
338-7037. _ (14) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

ATTENTION  CRAFTSWOMEN! 

New  Words  Crafts  Market  runs 
weekends  Dec  7-22.  Open  meeting  Nov. 
13  New  Words  7:30  pm.  Sign  up  for 
dates  and  workshifts.  Regular  and  new 
craftswomen  welcomed.  For  info  call 
Ruth  924-6810.  n8) 


CREDIT _ 

GUARANTEED  CREDIT  REGARDLESS 
OF  PAST  EXPERIENCE 

MASTERCARD  and  VISA  easily  attain¬ 
ed.  Write  for  details:  Financial  Services 
Number  313G,  8501  Wilshire  Blvd.  Ste 
140,  Beverly  Hills  CA  90211, _ (17) 

GOODS _ 

THEA’S  TAROT  A  DECK 
CELEBRATING  WOMEN 

78  bold  black  and  white  cards  in  an  at¬ 
tractive  marron  box.  Explanations  in¬ 
cluded.  $16.50  postage  paid  Medusa 
Graphics  PO  Box  326  W.  Somerville  MA 
02144. _  (26) 


Classifieds 

GCN  SPECIAL 

FOR  A  LIMITED  TIME  ONLY! 

ALL  PERSONAL  ADS  WILL  BE  $1 
FOR  THE  FIRST  FOUR  LINES 
TAKE  A  CHANCE 
AND  MEET  THE  ONE 
YOU’VE  BEEN  LOOKING  FOR! 

This  offer  is  good  only  for  personal  ads 
and  all  other  charges  (box  numbers,  addi¬ 
tional  lines,  etc.)  remain  the  same. 


HUMAN  SERVICE 
OPPORTUNITIES 

We  seek  dedicated  human  service 
providers.  You  will  work  with  human 
service  professionals  while  pursuing 
career  growth  and  personal  development 
Education,  training  and  promotional 
opportunities,  available  and  encouraged 
As  a  provider  you  will  assist  develop- 
mentally  disabled  adults  with  daily  living 
skills  and  maintain  a  high  quality  of  basic 
care. 

Starting  salary  $13,450. 

Excellent  benefits  package. 

Secure  employment. 

Ideal  location  20  minutes  from 
Boston. 

Public  transportation  to  the  area. 

For  further  information  call  WALTER  E. 
FERNALD  STATE  SCHOOL, 
Recruitment  Department,  894-3600,  Ext. 
2492  or  come  and  visit  us  at  200  Trapelo 
Road,  Waltham,  MA  02154.  We  are  an 
Affirmative  Action/Equal  Opportunity 
Employer.  Minorities,  Women,  Handi¬ 
capped,  and  Vietnam  Veterans  are 
encouraged  to  apply. 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


NAME 


■DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


PHONE  L 


APT.. 

ZIP 


J. 


Printclpldw 'art011  'euT'  punC,ua,ion  mark  °r  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  tdem. 


Category: 

neaa 

1  inoc  . 

Head 

Lines 

- 

I 

I 

I 

I 

K 

I 

I 


-  >  nn,iL.m  I VI  wo  I  MV^OCMVl  r  MIY  T 

|  ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

|  Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
j  GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
J  5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

x  2.00 

= 

Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col. 

1 

| 

Non-Business 

x  1.00 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

x  12.00 

= 

1st  4  Lines 

Business 

7.00 

_ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week 

(Add) 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

5.00 

— 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply) 

=  . 

Additional  Lines 

Business 

x  75 

SUBTOTAL 

= 

or  part  thereof: 

Non-Business 

x  .50 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10% 

= 

TOTAL 

= 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15% 

= 

SPECIAL  RATES 

FOR  NON-PROFIT  GAY  ORGANIZATIONS 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20% 

= 

** 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 


GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

(Ads  will  not  be  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want  the 
ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted  only  on 
Mondays  and  Thursdays  from  10  a.m.-l  p.m.) 


ROOMMATES 


Lf,  prof  (late  20's)  on  Nov  1  moving  into 
space  2  br  Dorchester  apt.  Seek  ASAP 
responsible,  indep.,  m/f  who  might  en¬ 
joy  sm  pets,  intriguing  conversation 
(amid  busy  schedules)  scvpting  a  space 
of  antiques,  plants  +  prints.  2nd  floor  of 
owner-occupied  3-D.  Savin  Hill,  nr  T. 
Quiet  st,  gentrified  area.  $275  +  .  Call 
Montine,  756-2236  or  days  leave 
message  at  727-8470. _ (17) 

Lf,  30+  to  share  apt.  in  Dorchester, 
walk  to  Ashmont  T,  Adams  Vil.  area. 
wash/dryer.  $250  +  .  Call  628-6168.  (17) 
1  F  seeks  1  f/l  for  2  bdrm  apt.  in  a  house 
in  Dorchester.  No  heavy  drugs/alcohol. 
Friendly/independent  25 +  .  I  have  a 
dog.  $250  +  util.  Call  Judith  491-6050  or 
782-0599. _ (17) 

CAMBRIDGE— SOMERVILLE 
Middle-aged  ,  bisexual  man  wishes  to 
share  small  apartment  with  stable, 
emotionally  mature,  financially  respon¬ 
sible,  communicative,  considerate  and 
cooperative  person  or  couple.  No  pets 
or  drugs  please.  Call  David  at  923-0082 
at  any  hour.  (c) 


LYNN  APT.  AVAIL  11/1 

Large  1  bedroom  convenient  to  trans. 
Newly  painted.  $450  unhtd.  Call 
776-7351.  _ (18) 


IMMEDIATE  OCCUPANCY 

Apartment  for  rent.  South  End  lesbian 
owned  building.  3  Vi  rooms.  Including 
heat  $450.  Call  266-1708. _ (17) 


RESORTS 


ROOMEZE 

■LESBIAN/GAY- 

-FEMINIST- 

Roommate  Matching  Service 

$15  fee 

Contidentialitv  Assured 

CALL  641-3095 
M-F  9-6/Sat  12-5 


2  LF'S  SEEK  3RD  FOR  BEAUTIFUL  JP 
apt.  near  T.  Quiet,  sunlight,  trees.  In¬ 
dependent,  friendly,  responsible.  No 
pets/smokers.  $217  +  .  522-3656.  (1 7) 


HOUSING  SOUGHT 

POLITICALLY  INCORRECT 
FEMINIST  FROM  NEW  JERSEY 

Seeking  cooperative  household  (near  T) 
for  12/1:  Me:  non-smoker,  veggie, 
responsible,  appreciates  aesthetics  of 
cleanliness,  dancer,  sex  educator.  Call 
Eve  (coolect)  (201)  420-0734  or  leave 
message. _ (17) 

APARTMENTS _ 

SOMERVILLE  APT. 

Lge  5  rm,  2  br,  apt.  in  Winter  Hill.  Lge  Ir 
+  dr,  eat  in  kitche,  2  porches,  hdwd 
floors,  convenient  to  T.  Available  now. 
$650  +  utils.  628-4074  Ive  msge.  (17) 

SOMERVILLE  APT. 

1st  floor  of  lesbian  occupied  house,  6 
rooms.  Near  Davis  Square.  Available 
Dec.  1.  $600  including  heat.  628-2447. 

(18) 


BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N.Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned,  N.Y.  brownstone- 
only  1  subway  stop  from  Manhattan.  Be 
pampered  by  having  breakfast  served 
in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  For 
more  information  call  718-625-2653.  The 
RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  718-522-2828 
_  (si  7) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 

Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’ll  be 
celebrating  both  Thanksgiving  and 
Christmas  with  delicious  food  and 
good  cheer.  Ski  our  miles  of  x-country 
trails,  ice  skate,  snowshoe  or  enjoy  our 
new  hot  tub.  There’s  plenty  of  downhill 
skiing  and  sleigh  rides  nearby.  Call 
about  our  great  mid-week  winter  dis¬ 
counts  too.  The  Highlands  Inn,  Box 
118G,  Bethleham  NH  03574,  (603) 
869-3978.  Grace  +  Judi,  innkeepers.  (24) 

THE  GREENHOUSE 

Women's  Guesthouse,  cozy,  comfor¬ 
table,  parking,  cont.  bkfst,  off  season 
rates.  18  Pearl  St.,  Box  22  P’town  MA 
02657.(617)487-2270, _ JO) 

WATERSHIP  INN 

Charming  Guest  house,  centrally 
located,  fireplaced  lobby,  stay  two 
nights  third  night  free,  1  week  55  per¬ 
cent  off  most  rooms,  private  bath,  7 
Winthrop  St.,  Provincetown,  MA  (617) 
487-0094. _ (17) 

GABRIEL’S 

Guest  rooms  and  apartments.  Centrally 
located.  Hot  tub,  garden  patio,  cable  tv, 
coffee.  104  Bradford  St.  Provincetown, 
MA  02657.  Reservations:  (617)  487-3232. 
Open  year  round. _ (yr) 

CKECK’ER  OUT  AT  THE 
CHECK’ER  INN 

Double  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts.  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open 
year  round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657  (yr) 

VERMONT  GUESTHOUSE 

Bed  and  cont.  breakfast  for  Lesbians 
and  Gay  men  in  a  country  village  house. 
2  hours  from  Boston.  Year  round.  Near 
lakes,  hikes,  skiing.  Dave  and  Mike 
(802)  348-7840 _ (yr) 


TRADING  POST 

WOMEN’S  BARTER  NETWORK 
Short  on  cash,  but  have  lot’s  you’d  like 
to  trade  for  your  needs?  Women's 
Barter  Network  is  a  non-profit,  nation¬ 
wide  barter  referral  system  for  women 
and  women;s  organizations/busi 
nesses.  Send  SASE  for  details  to: 
Women's  Barter  Network,  Box  712, 
Wabash,  Indiana  46992. _ (72) 

PUBLICATIONS 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles,  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer  4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian  Dept. 
GCN,33  W  17th  St.,  NY  NY  10011.  (ex) 

BRAZEN  JEWISH  HUMOR 

Greeting  cards  with  chutzpah,  unique 
~  Chanukah  gift.  Five  delightful  photo¬ 
cards  of  these  voluptuous  women  in 
the  buff.  $5.65  postpaid. 

A  WOMAN’S  TOUCH 

A  gift  of  love.  An  anthology  of  lesbian 
eroticism.  Unique  stories,  sensuous 
photos  and  graphics.  $7.50  postpaid. 

WEMOON  ALMANAC 

Lunar  calendar  and  daily  agenda. 
Planetary  guide.  From  an  earth-loving 
cross  cultural  goddess  inspired  wem- 
mon  perspective.  $8.00  postpaid. 

Order  all  three  from:  A  Woman’s  Touch 
759GW  25'th  Ave,  Eugene,  Oregon 
97405. _ (17) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist  jour¬ 
nalism.  We  bring  feminist  nationai/intemational 
news  analysis  and  reviews  each  month.  $1 1 
year,  11  issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs); 
$20  institutional  fee.  Sample  -  $3  for  3  issues! 
Write  off  our  backs,  Dept  GCN,  1841  Columbia 
Rd,  NW,  Rm  212,  Washington,  D.C.  2Q009.(ex) 

OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $1 1/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  P.O.  Box  23,  Somerville, 
MA  02143. _ (ex) 

SERVICES 


MOVERS 


BACK  BAY 

COUNSELING  SERVICES 
DENNIS  IADOROLA 

Serving  the  Community  Since  1974 
Insurance  Accepted 

739-7860 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
ana  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


MASS  BAY 

COUNSELING  ASSOC. 

INDIVIDUALS,  COUPLES 
AND  GROUP  COUNSELING 
INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 
(617)  739-7832  for  appt. 

COPLEY  SQUARE 


liiiiiiiiiiHiiiitttiiiiiiiiifiiiiiiiiiHimiiiiiiiniril 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF 
■PRISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE! 
[(Alexander  Berkman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an| 
Anarchist). 

nifftmtimmiiM— ihhii . . 


[Lesbian  female  (and  proud  of  it!)j 
[seeks  warm,  sensitive,  loving  and  fun  I 
I  LF  to  write  to  while  incarcerated  (non-l 
|  violent  crime).  Will  be  relocating  to | 
I  Boston  in  mid-1976.  Please  write:! 
I  Donna  ISBEL.  17947,  1479  Collins  | 
|  Ave,  Marysville,  OH  43040. 


iwpoirouT-* 


Prisioneros  hispanohablantesll 

I  En  CRISALIDA  estamos  interesadosl 
I  en  participar  del  “Prisoner  Project”.  | 
Favor  de  informarnos  si  hay  pri¬ 
sioneros  hispanohablantes  que  de- 
seen  recibir  en  forma  gratuita  nuestra  f 
I  publicacion,  sus  nombres  y  sus  direc- 
cionnes  y/o  sus  “claslficados”  para 
I  nuestra  seccion  de  buzon.j 
|  CRISALIDA,  A. Postal  36-218,  4476o| 
[Guadalajara,  Jal.  MEXICO. 


PENPAL  PROGRAMS 
[Prison  Pen  Pals,  Box  92122,  San  Diego 
ICA  92138  (for  Cal,  prisoners) _ 

I  Wilman,  Box  722,  New  York  NY  10011 

[joint  Venture,  P0  Box  26-8484,  Chicago  IL 

[60626. _ 

|  Metropolitan  Community  Church,  5300  Santa 

[Monica  Blvd,  LA,  CA  90029 _ 

[Metropolitan  Community  Church,  Box  7226, 

[st  Louis  MO  63177  (for  prisoners  in  Ind,  III, 
[Ohio  and  Missouri) _ 

[Metropolitan  Community  Church,  c/o  Jim 

■  Powell,  1919  Decatur,  Houston  TX  77007 
[Arkansas  area  TV/TS  prisoners  and  friends, 

[write  Minority  Prison  Project,  P0  Box  3541, 
[Little  Rock,  AR  72203. _ 

■  ANARCHIST  PENPALS  UNLIMITED,  c/o  TET- 

|TIX,  C. P.95,  Stn  D'Armes,  Montreal  PQ  H2Y 
1 3E9  (same  first  class  postage  as  US.) _ 

Keep  GCN  posted  on  how  these 
programs  are  working  out  (IF  they  are) 
[and  on  other  new  penpal  programs 
you  hear  about.  Thanks. 


SEDITIOUS  DELICIOUS,  an  anti-authoritarian 
poetry  magazine,  wants  poetry  AGAINST 
APARTHEID  for  a  special  section  in  its  next 
issue.  Deadline:  Nov  30!  Send  to:  Seditious 
Delicious,  PQ  Box  6981,  New  York  NY  10150 


BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 

Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 


Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 


(D 


THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 

_ (1) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 
MPDU  #24184 
522-0826 


(D 


From  $18 /hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

236-1848 


ORGANIZATIONS 

GAY  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk  dancing, 
etc.  For  events,  check  GCN  Calendar. 
Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11 
Camb,  MA  02238 _ (?) 

REAL  ESTATE  AGENTS  WANTED 

Lesbian/gay  sales  agents  &  brokers 
needed  for  national  referral/networking 
directory.  For  more  info  call  Lisa 
(617)376-5068  or  write  PO  Box  204, 
Millis  MA  02054, _ (23) 

WORK-SURVIVAL  GROUP 

Ongoing  support-study  group  seeks 
new  members  with  varied  backgrounds 
and  experiences.  For  info  call  623-2117 
or  628-6007. _ J19) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  584 
Castro  St.  SF,  CA  94114. _ (v14.15) 

SELF  EMPLOYED  WOMEN 

No  fee  support  group  for  sel.  empl 
tradeswomen,  homebased  or  sm  busn. 
owner.  Dealing  with  issues  of  mngmt, 
isolation,  employees  ect.  628-1175.  (16) 


HETEROSEXISM,  RACISM 

Sexism,  anti-Semitism,  multicultural 
issues  .  Workshops  by  national  con¬ 
sultants  for  your  organization 
(municipal,  professional,  political, 
educational)  or  business.  Contact  Equi¬ 
ty  Institute  in  Amherst,  MA  at 
(413)256-6902.  Co-directors  Carole 
Lanigan  Johnson,  J.D.,  and  Joan  Lester 
Ed.D,  _  (?) 

N  AMER  MAN/BOY  LOVE  ASSOC 
A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD,  PO  Box 
174,  New  York,  NY  10018.  (v.13,  no.22)) 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you're  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653. _ (?) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  tor  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


CAM  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


GCN  SPECIALS 

HELP  SPREAD  THE  WORD! 

Do  you  know  of  places  where  people 
could  benefit  by  having  GCN  around? 
Are  you  ever  at  places  and  wonder  why 
we  aren’t  there  too?  Well,  we  need  your 
help  to  get  us  around  town  (and  out  of 
town  too).  So  if  you  have  ideas  where 
GCN  could  be  distributed  and  would 
like  to  help  us  accomplish  that  give 
Brian  a  call  at  426-4469.  It  will  be  much 
appreciated.  Thanks!  (c) 


Cassette  recorder  anyone?  GCN 
depends  on  cassette  recorders  for  its 
national  news  (which  we  often  record 
over  the  phone.)  If  you  have  a  working 
one  you’re  not  planning  on  using,  call 
Mike  at  426-4469.  (If  you  have  one  with 
a  transcription  foot  pedal,  we  promise 
to  squeal  and  giggle  and  sigh  and 
whatever  else  you  like.)  Thanks.  (c) 


FOREX  TRAVEL 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships.  Individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Francis  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 


Prisoners 

Seeking 

Friends 


National  Coalition  of  Black  Gays 
offers  its  (sometimes)  bimonthly 
publication  Habari  Dattari  to 
prisoners  free  of  charge  and  also  will 
attempt  to  offer  some  referral 
information  (legal,  political,  etc).  They 
do  not  have  enought  people  to 
answer  personal  letters.  Write  to 
them  at:  NCBG,  Rm  514,  930  F  St.  NW, 
Washington  DC  20004. 


76  Arlington  St. 


LOW  AIRFARES  FROM  BOSTON 


London 

$199ow 

Pittsburgh 

79ow 

Brussels 

395rt 

.Philadelphia 

98rt 

St.  Martin 

349rt 

Lima 

629rt 

Los  Angeles  258rt 

Tokyo(NYC) 

729rt 

Montreal 

79« 

Hong  Kong(NYC) 

829rt 

New  York 

66rt 

Mexico  City 

375rt 

Quebec 

142  rt 

Seattle 

258rt 

Phone  482-2900 


Gay 
Cruise  _ 

SS  Bermuda  Star 

•  New  Orleans  • 

•  Cozumel  (2  days)  • 

•  Key  West  (2  days)  • 

from  $795.00 

Feb.  15  thru  22, 
1986 


/«wi$198rt. 


* 


ALL  AIRLINES 
LOWEST  PRICES 


j  I  am  not  a  hairy  type  person,  at  least 
not  on  my  upper  torso.  I  am  very  in- 
|  telligent,  or  so  I’m  told.  I  would  very 
much  like  to  make  contact  with  a  few 
gay  people  and  start  some  social  rela¬ 
tionship.  In  sexual  relations  I  prefer 
to  be  dominated.  I  enjoy  being  with  a 
man  who  can  take  control  and  still  be 
very  lovable.  Michael  HOUT,  388972, 
B4-2-19,  Rt  1  Box  1,  Huntsville  TX 
77349. _ 

I’m  trying  to  work  on  a  foundation  for 
when  I’m  released  (work,  housing, 
etc).  I  consider  myself  bisexual,  but 
am  more  comfortable  with  men. 
Some  of  my  turnons  are  earthly 
scents,  the  rain,  sunsets  and  life  in 
general.  David  WYRICK,  293,  Box 
1072,  Arcadia  FL  33821 


If  you  like  long  walks  on  the  beach, 
Barry  Manilow,  swimming,  and  com¬ 
passion  perhaps,  I'm  the  person  for 
you.  Dwayne  BROWN,  30966-060,  PO 
Box  2000,  Lexington  KY  40512. _ 

May  I  be  put  on  your  list  to  get  GCN; 
also  I  don’t  have  any  money  at  this 
time,  but  I  still  would  like  to  meet 
some  man.  Please  place  an  ad  for  me 
free.  Seeking  special  tender  loving 
care.  Please  write  Marcus  GOODWIN, 
30352,  POBox  2,  Lansinq  KS  66043 
I'm  31,  a  bookworm,  and  have  been  '  ‘practic¬ 
ing"  law  for  several  years  now.  I  collect 
poetry  and  try  to  write  about  prison  life  when  I 
can  find  a  publisher.  I  am  definitely  politically 
oriented.  And  very  lonely  and  would  like  very 
much  to  correspond  with  some  gay  persons 
regularly.  Thank  you.  Ray  RODRIGUEZ,  Box  | 
B-30926,  Florence  AZ  85232. 


p 

n 


‘Mi 


\0ne  ot  my  giritriends  (gay)  showed  me  your 
|  paper  the  other  day  and  I  really  enjoyed  it! 
I  Please  could  you  run  a  penpal  ad  for  me.  Very 
l/one/y,  sensitive,  compassionate,  sexy,  open- 
1  minded  gay  looking  for  a  sincere  friend.  David 
|[  NUETZEL,  [‘ Denisey’] ,  077780  Slot  1422, 
| PQ  Box  1100,  Avon  Park  FL  33825. 

J  Would  like  to  hear  from  bimales  or  females, 

iprisoners  or  tree  world.  Am  into  taw.  like  loot- 
|  ball,  swimming,  writing.  Photos  appreciated. 
Jo.  Thunder  BRUCE,  A015516.  700  Conley j 
|  Lake  Rd,  Deer  Lodge  MT  59722 


1/  must  admit  I  didn't  know  such  a  paper  as] 
| yours  existed  until  I  read  a  triend's  issue  iate- 
|  /y.  I  thoroughly  enjoyed  it.  I  would  love  to  have  I 
|  a  triend  to  talk  to  about  everything,  whether! 
tit's  in  regards  to  the  arts  or  just  everyday  shop  | 
I  talk.  I  appreciate  your  help.  James  B.  [ 
\MAL0NE.  Ellis  11-393277,  Huntsville  TX | 
77340. 


OIL6NDN* 


November  2 
to 

November  12 

2  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Love  Stories  of  Older  Women 

told  by  Jay  Goldspinner.  New  Words,  186 
Hampshire  St.  8PM.  $5  more  if/less  if.  In¬ 
fo:  666-2615. 

Boston  —  “AIDS:  Everyone’s  Concern... 

Fact  or  Fiction,’’  day-long  conference. 
Quincy  School,  885  Washington  St. 
8:30AM-5PM.  $5.  Info:  437-6200. 

3  Sunday 

Worcester  —  Morningstar  Metropolitan 
Community  Church  meeting  for  gays  &  les¬ 
bians  in  the  Worcester  area,  new  pastor 
preaching.  90  Holden  St.  3PM.  Info: 
755-8974. 

Dorchester  —  Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance 
monthly  potluck.  Info:  Ed,  288-4367  or 
Diane,  288-9155. 

Cambridge  —  Women  in  Film  &  Media 
presents  selected  video  tapes  on  sexual 
politics  including  “The  Families  We 
Choose.’’  Brattle  Theater,  Harvard  Sq. 
9:30PM. 

Medford  —  Art  opening  for  women  artists 

with  poet  Susan  Eisenberg  reading  from 
It’s  a  Good  Thing  I’m  Not  Macho.  14 
Sawyer  Street.  Medford,  MA.  8PM.  Info: 
381-3184. 

4  monday 

Boston  —  Fundraising  dinner  for  Boston 
Alliance  for  Gay  &  Lesbian  Youth.  Ideal 
Restaurant.  7PM.  $75.  Info:  Jennifer, 
497-8282. 

Worcester  —  Department  of  Public  Health 
forum  on  AIDS.  Univ.  of  Mass.  Medical* 
Center,  Lake  St.  North.  7PM.  Info: 
727-0049. 

Medford  —  “Sister  Sister,’’  a  “multi- 
media  presentation  by  Vinnie  Burrows. 
Tufts  University,  Goddard  Chapel.  8PM. 

5  tuesday 

Boston  —  “An  Evening  with  Quentin 
Crisp.”  Boston  Shakespeare  Theatre,  52 
St.  Botolph  St.  8PM.  $15  &  $12.50/$10 
for  students  with  I.D.  Runs  through  Nov, 
-17.  Info:  267-5600. 

Portland,  Maine  —  “The  Construction  of 
Cold  War  Sexual  Ideology,  1947-53,”  a 
lecture  by  George  Chauncey.  University  of 
Southern  Maine  Law  School,  Rm.  302, 
CRAS.  4PM.  Free. 

Cambridge  —  “Women’s  Circle”  with 
Brooke  Medicine  Eagle.  Old  Cambridge 
Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  6:30PM, 
$25. 

Cambridge:  “Feminism,  Activism, 
Radicalism:  History,”  a  presentation  by 
Deb  Whippen  of  Radical  America.  D.O.B., 
1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church.  8PM.  $1 .  All  women  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  support  group. 
Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St.  7PM. 
Future  meetings  on  the  first  Tuesday  of 
each  month.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Word  is  Out  shown  by  the 
Harvard  Medical/Dental  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Students  Association.  Common  Room, 
Vanderbilt  Hall,  Avenue  Louis  Pasteur. 
12:30PM.  Free. 

6  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Tillie  Olsen  reads  to 
celebrate  Sojourner’s  10th  anniversary. 
Sanders  Theater,  Harvard  Univ.  7:30PM. 
$5  in  advance,  $6  at  door.  Info:  661-3567. 


Quentin  Crisp,  Nov.  5 


Boston  —  A  Streetcar  Named  Desire,  by 

Tennessee  Williams,  produced  by  Boston 
Univ.  School  of  Theatre  Arts.  B.U.  Theatre, 
264  Huntington  Ave.  Continues  through 
11/17.  $5-$2. 

Cambridge  —  Open  Weekly  Discussion 

Group  —  topic:  Racism.  Women's  Center, 
46  Pleasant  St.  8PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Teachers’  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7-9PM.  Info:  497-1311. 

Boston  —  John  Fox,  author  of  The  Boys  on 
the  Rock,  to  read.  Glad  Day  Bookshop,  43 
Winter  St.  8PM.  Donations  requested. 
Refreshments  will  be  served. 

7  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night  when  ar¬ 
ticles  are  proofread  and  pasted  up.  Join  the 
fun;  read  tomorrow’s  news  today.  5-8PM 
for  proofing,  7:30-midnight  for  lay-out.  167 
Tremont  St.  (near  Park  and  Boylston  “T”) 
GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Annie  Leibovitz  photography  ex¬ 
hibit,  reception  and  book  signing.  Robert 
Klein  Gallery,  355  Boylston  St. 
3:00-8:00PM.  Info:  262-2278. 

Cambridge  —  Buddies,  a  dramatic  movie 
about  AIDS,  presented  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  Orson  Welles  Cinema.  7  & 
9:30PM.  $10.  Info:  536-7733. 

Boston  —  “Opus,”  presented  by  the 
Odyssey  Mime  Theatre.  The  Dinosaur 
Space,  10  West  St.  8PM.  $6.  Playing 
through  11/23.  Info:  492-1724. 

Medford  —  Diane  Moore  to  speak  on  les¬ 
bian  issues  in  Christian  religion.  Burden 
Lounge,  Tufts  College.  7PM. 

Boston  —  James  Baldwin  to  read.  Rabb 
Lecture  Hall,  Boston  Public  Library,  Copley 
Sq.  Branch.  6PM.  Free. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Liberation,  an  open 
discussion  group.  Women’s  Center,  46 
Pleasant  St.  8-1 0PM.  Women  of  color  are 
urged  to  attend.  Info:  Debbie,  469-4057. 

Charlestown  —  “Who  Shall  Be  Exalted:  In¬ 
spirational  Stories  of  Women  Who  Resisted 
and  Helped  Others  Survive  the 
Holocaust,”  by  Jennifer  Justice.  Charles¬ 
town  Working  Theater,  442  Bunker  Hill  St. 
(Sullivan  T  stop).  8PM.  $8.  Playing 
through  11/24.  Info:  242-3534. 

Provincetown  —  Arthur  Schnitzler’s  La 
Ronde,  performed  by  the  Provincetown 
Theater  Company.  460  Commercial  Street. 
Playing  through  11/24.  Info:  (617) 
487-2293. 

8  friday 

Boston  -  GCN’s  VOLUNTEER  NIGHT: 

come  help  send  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments  &  good- .times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.  (near 
Park  and  Boylston  “T”)  To  be  let  in,  buzz 
GCN’s  intercom  outside  the  street  en¬ 
trance.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Calendar  compiled 


James  Baldwin,  Nov.  7 


Jamaica  Plain  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Neighbors’ 
Fall  Ball.  Curtis  Hall,  South  St.  8PM- 
Midnight.  $6  donation.  Music,  dancing, 
refreshments  &  raffle. 

Amherst  —  Joann  Loulan  speaks  on  Les¬ 
bian  Sexuality,  followed  by  full-day 
workshop.  Seeyle  10,  Smith  College. 
7:30PM  (lecture).  Workshop  next  day. 
Wheelchair  accessible.  Info:  Lifeline  In¬ 
stitute,  (413)  253-2822. 

Medford  —  Tracy  Chapman  to  perform. 
Tufts  College,  Campus  Center  Tavern. 
8PM. 

Cambridge  —  Dance  sponsored  by  the 
Harvard-Radcliffe  Gay  &  Lesbian  Students 
Association.  Quincy  House  Dining  Hall, 
corner  of  Plympton  &  Mt.  Auburn  Sts. 
9PM-1AM.  $3,  $2  students. 

Boston  —  “Women  in  the  Workplace,”  a 

two-day  conference.  Northeastern  Univer¬ 
sity.  Info:  727-0049. 

9  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  Singles  share  arts  & 
crafts  ideas  for  Hannukah/Christmas. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance’s  7th  Anniversary  Party.  The 
Daniels  House,  1  Daniels  Street.  7-1 0PM. 
$3  non-NSGLA  members. 

10  Sunday 

Cambridge  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

meeting.  Phillips  Brooks  House,  Harvard 
Yard.  1-5PM.  All  welcome. 

Cambridge  —  Susanna  J.  Sturgis, 

homecoming  reading  of  poetry  &  prose. 
New  Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
2PM.  Info:  876-5310. 


11  monday 

Boston  —  The  Gay  &  Lesbian  Freedom  Trail 

Band  weekly  practice.  All  skill  levels 
welcome.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA,  7th  floor. 
7:30PM.  Info:  Clinton,  367-3298  (h), 
876-5099  (w). 

Boston  —  An  Early  Frost  benefit  screening 
and  dinner  to  benefit  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center.  Club  Cafe,  209  Columbus 
Ave.  140,  $75  per  couple,  $10  video 
screening  only.  Info:  522-5095. 

12  tuesday 

Boston  —  “The  Challenges  to  Feminist 
Theory  from  Global  Feminism,  ’ '  a  lecture  by 
Charlotte  Bunch.  Northeastern  University, 
Frost  Lounge,  1st  floor  of  Ell  Building. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  &  Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  meeting.  Salem  Five  Com¬ 
munity  Room,  210  Essex  St.  7PM.  Info: 
745-3848. 

by  Miranda  Kolbe 


note  this! 

not  about  heroes  by  Stephen  Mac¬ 
Donald,  with  Edward  Hermann  and  Dylan 
Baker.  Directed  by  Dianne  Wiest.  At  the 
Lucille  Lortel  Theatre,  New  York  City. 

Combining  fictional  scenes  with  let¬ 
ters  and  poems  of  Siegfried  Sassoon 
and  Wilfred  Owen,  this  1982  British 
play  focuses  on  the  personal  and  pro¬ 
fessional  bond  that  developed  be¬ 
tween  the  two  poets  during  World  War  I, 
and  on  their  shared  rejection  of  tradi¬ 
tional  upper-class  ideals  about  the 
“heroism”  of  war.  When  the  two  men 
met  in  a  hospital  for  officers  with  “ner¬ 
vous  disorders,”  Owen  was  in  his  early 
twenties  and  Sassoon  seven  years 
older;  MacDonald  tells  the  story 
through  the  eyes  of  the  elder  man,  who 
survived  the  war  and  lived  until  1967. 
(Owen  was  killed  in  action  a  few  days 
before  the  Armistice  in  1918.) 

I  enjoyed  hearing  bits  of  Owen’s 
powerful  anti-war  verse  again,  and  ap¬ 
preciated  the  commitment  of  actors 
Hermann  (Sassoon)  and  Baker  (Owen) 
to  the  material.  But  Not  About  Heroes 
belongs  to  a  very  limited,  stodgy  British 
genre  of  theater,  and  it’s  far  too  safe 
and  genteel  in  form  and  content  for  the 
potential  scope  of  its  subject.  (Seeing 
Tadeusz  Kantor’s  incredible  Let  the  Ar¬ 
tists  Die  a  few  days  later  just 
emphasized  the  poverty  of  aim  and 
means  in  the  MacDonald  play.)Thecen- 
tral  relationship  is  presented  with  little 
awareness  of  the  possible  larger  mean¬ 
ings;  even  the  fact  that  we  are  dealing 
with  one  upper-class  man  (Sassoon) 
and  one  middle-class  (Owen)  is  glossed 
over.  Several  critics  have  already  noted 
the  complete  absence  of  Owen’s 
homosexuality,  something  one  might 
have  thought  particularly  relevant  to  a 
play  about  friendship,  pacifism,  and 
the  imagined  need  to  prove  to  oneself 
—  and  society  —  that  one  is  not  a 
coward. 

Wilfred  Owen  understood  very  well 
the  particular  nature  of  his 
generation’s  war,  in  which  fathers  were 
sending  their  19-year-old  sons  off  to 
die.  In  his  version  of  the  Abraham  and 
Isaac  story,  he  adds  a  cruel  and  telling 
twist  to  the  Biblical  one:  the  father 
refuses  to  sacrifice  “the  Ram  of  Pride” 
and  instead  proceeds  to  slay  his  son  — 
“and  half  the  seed  of  Europe,  one  by 
one.”  You  won’t  hear  this  poem  at  the 
Lortel,  but  it’s  one  of  eight  Owen  texts 
which  Benjamin  Britten  set  in  his  1962 
War  Requiem.  By  juxtaposing  the 

modern  poet’s  grim  visions  with  the 

Latin  mass  for  the  dead,  the  composer 
jolts  us  out  of  our  complacency  and  in¬ 
to  a  sharper  awareness  of  the  am¬ 
bivalent  social  and  private  potential  for 
both  love  and  destruction  between 

men;  by  placing  his  characters  and 
their  pacifism  in  a  vacuum,  the  author 
of  Not  About  Heroes  fails  to  deliver  a 
similar  shock,  and  leaves  us  un¬ 

satisfied. 

Gay  Comedy.  With  Bruce  Hopkins, 
DeLaria  and  Strobel,  Lynn  Lavher,  Gay  Boy 
Ric  and  Alec  Mapa,  plus  weekly  special 
guests.  At  Don’t  Tell  Mama  cabaret/piano 
bar,  343  W.  46th  St.,  New  York  City,  every 
Sunday  at  8:00  p.m.  through  Dec.  29. 

Don’t  Tell  Mama  has  had  the  bright 
idea  of  establishing  a  weekly  slot  for 
“people  who  are  funny  that  way”  and  of 
creating  a  core  group  of  performers 
(three  women  and  three  men).  A  soap 
opera,  Gays  of  Our  Lives,  is  promised. 
Those  who  enjoy  conventional,  middle- 
class  cabaret  humor  and  music  may 
want  to  give  it  a  try.  I  found  much  of  the 
men’s  material  overly  familiar  —  pro¬ 
blems  with  lovers,  parents,  and  self- 
image  figure  as  heavily  here  as  in 
similar  straight  acts  —  and  you’ll  have 
to  look  elsewhere  for  real  political  bite. 
But  Linda  Lavner  writes  and  sings  witty 
songs  on  familiar  themes  (mother  to 
lesbian  daughter:  Please  Don’t  Wear 
Leather  to  the  Seder)  and  DeLaria  and 
Strobel,  a  knockout  lesbian  duo  from 
San  Francisco,  bring  a  welcome  touch 
of  West  Coast  funkiness  to  jaded, 
cynical  New  York. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 
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The  Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 

Fourth  Annual 

New  England  Dinner  Celebration 

honoring 


May  Sarton 

Poet  &  Author 


»**• 


Special 

Guest 

Appearance 


Marion  Barry 


by 

Lesley 

Gore 


Mayor, 

Washington,  DC 


Friday  November  22,  1985 

The  Lafayette  Hotel,  Thomas  Jefferson  Ballroom 
One  Avenue  de  Lafayette,  downtown  Boston 

Special  guests  include  Congressman  Gerry  Studds  (D-MA),  Elaine 
Noble  Congressman  Barney  Frank  (D-MA),  Congressman  Stewart 
McKinney  (R-CT),  Vivian  Shapiro  (HRCF  Co-chair),  City  Counci  man 
Malcolm  Farmer  III.  (Providence,  RI),  State  Hep.  Lmda  |.  us  ner 
(Providence,  RI),  Alderman  Peter  Lackowski  (Burlington,  ), 

Mary  Najarian  (Portland,  ME)  &  State  Rep.  Byron  Rushing  (Boston). 


lights  and  full  funding  for  AIDS  research  and  treatment. 

0  . .  •  •  •  I 


Name 


Address 


City/State/Zip 


□  I  would  like 

□  I  would  like 


,  tickets  at  $150. 


□  I  would  like 


_  tables  (10  seats)  at  $1,500. 
_ Patron  tickets  for  the 


VIP  Reception  and  Dinner  at  $500. 

□  I  am  unable  to  attend  the  Gala,  but  enclosed  is 
my  contribution  of  $ - in  suppor  of  the 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  the  Human 
Rights  Campaign  Fund 
and  return  by  Friday, 
November  15,  1985  to: 
HRCF,  P.O.  Box  1430, 
Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston, 
MA  02117.  For  additional 
information,  call  (617) 
524-0804. 


Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund. 

□  I  am  enclosing  a  check. 

Cl  Please  bill  my  CD  MasterCard 
Acct# - ‘ 


□  VISA 
Exp.  date— 


Dancing 

from  10:30 
into  the  night. 


Signature 


Erie  E  Rofes,  New  England  Dinner  Chairperson;  Ken  Freed,  C.P. A.,  Treasurer; 
Elaine  Noble  &  Congressman  Gerry  Studds,  Honorary  Dtnner  Co-cha.rs. 
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